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October 1 Read Genesis 41:25-36 

In a study of history one idea must stand out. That is that the sovereign God is in control of all 

things. This we see in this passage. We read in verse 25, “God hath showed Pharaoh what he is 

about to do.” Twice more in these eleven verses we find similar words. Verse 32 ends with the 

words “God will shortly bring it to pass.” Do we live our lives knowing that it is God who 

ordains and directs all of history? Do we believe that God is sovereign over all things even the 

events which happen to us? God had also given to Joseph the solution of what was to follow. 

This was not to elevate Joseph in Pharaoh’s eyes. The purpose was the preservation of His 

church and the birth of the Savior. The purpose of all of history is that Christ would be born and 

will come again. Let us be aware of that fact and live our lives in accordance with that fact. Sing 

Psalter 267. 

 

October 2 Read Genesis 41:37-45 

 

We see the difference between Joseph and Pharaoh most vividly in this section. While Joseph 

gave all of the glory to God, Pharaoh, after making the decision to place Joseph in authority, 

boldly states, “I am Pharaoh and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land 

of Egypt.” Here is the difference that regeneration makes. Without the power of God’s grace, 

natural man will give to himself all the glory. If even the best of the elect’s works are filthy rags, 

what about those who are devoid of grace? God is preparing Pharaoh and Egypt in their 

generations for a mighty fall. He does this because Egypt is a picture of Satan and his kingdom. 

Pharaoh and Satan worked to bring Joseph down. This we see in verse 45. But we know that God 

by his preserving grace kept Joseph from falling. Let us pray for that grace and seek to glorify 

God only in all that we do. Sing Psalter 224. 

 

October 3 Read Genesis 41:46-52 

Yesterday we alluded to the fact that Satan was working against Joseph in the wife that he 

married. It is hard to understand this marriage. Did his wife become a believer? We do not know. 

But we see that Joseph remains strong in the Lord as we see in the naming of his children. His 

forgetting was not the turning of his back upon his father’s house and the covenant, but rather he 

put behind him the evil done to him by his brothers. He has not forgotten it totally as we shall see 

in a latter passage. As Joseph carried out his work with all the pomp and circumstance that went 

with it, he did not forget his God. Young people, what might success do to you? Older people, 

what has success done to you? Have you forgotten God? Have you forgotten His commandments 

and made your honor the goal? If you have, repent and humble yourself before the mighty God. 

If you do not, He will bring your sin to your remembrance. All of us must remember who we are 

and who God is. Sing Psalter 188. 

 

October 4 Read Genesis 41:53-57 

 

During those seven years of plenty most of Egypt probably had begun to forget the second half 

of Pharaoh’s dream. They allowed Joseph to take their crop, but it did not matter; they had 



plenty. You can imagine that even Pharaoh was beginning to doubt Joseph’s revelation of his 

dream. But then the eighth year came. It was not a time that was a little dry. It was a severe 

drought. The Nile river did not provide for them the sustenance that it normally did. Pharaoh was 

shaken and he told the people to go see Joseph. Once again we must see that this is all part of 

God’s wonderful plan of salvation. The famine was not just in Egypt, it spread over the earth. 

That famine would reach Canaan and touch Joseph‘s family. Scripture would be fulfilled. God’s 

prophecy to Abraham would come true. God would call His son out of Egypt. Sing Psalter 181. 

 

October 5 Read Genesis 42:1-8 

Young people, do your consciences bother you at times? Is there some sin that you have 

committed for which you have not sought forgiveness from God or your neighbor? That was the 

condition of Joseph’s brothers. After selling Joseph into slavery and deceiving their father they 

had tried to live as if they had never done the awful deeds. But now as the famine affected them 

and their families and as the news came that in Egypt there was bread, their old sin troubled 

them. They could not do the sensible thing. Their father had to force them to go buy food for 

their children. Unconfessed sins will bother us to the grave. We must seek forgiveness from God 

and from the neighbor we have wronged. People of God of all ages, make this your desire. In 

doing so you will walk a blessed life of fellowship with God and the neighbor. Sing Psalter 83:1-

3. 

 

October 6 Read Genesis 42:9-20 

 

Here, I believe, we have a child of God using what God had given to him in order to take 

advantage of his neighbor. In this case it was his brothers! Yes, God used these means to bring 

repentance to Joseph’s brothers. Yes, God used these means to bring Israel to Egypt and 

eventually to bring them out with great substance. But yet Joseph did not “let brotherly love 

continue.“ His actions caused his father great pain. Let us make use of the position God give to 

us to glorify him and Him alone. As we enter God’s presence tomorrow, let us vow to worship 

Him and glorify Him every day of our life and not just on Sunday. Sing Psalter 369. 

 

October 7 Read Genesis 42:21-28 

 

As we saw yesterday God was using these circumstances to bring repentance to the fathers of His 

church. The brothers understood God and His ways. Even though they had been guilty of 

heinous sins, they knew what was right in His eyes. So as one of them exclaimed, “What is this 

that God hath done unto us?“ they were beginning to be convicted of past sins. As we listen to 

the Word today, let us pray that God convict us from past sins so that we may put them out of 

our lives. It is only by His grace that we can find forgiveness in Him. Let us approach that throne 

of grace often. We must know that God does not forget His people. He will not leave them in sin, 

but He may chastise them sorely to deliver them from that sin. Let us pray that He does not need 

to do that to us. Let us daily seek forgiveness and repentance from our sins. We know that 

through Christ this can and will be done. Sing Psalter 140. 

 

October 8 Read Genesis 42:29-38 

 



In these verses we seem to get the feeling that Jacob knew of his sons’ deceit. Notice that he says 

in verse 36, “Me have ye bereaved of my children.” Also in verse 38, “If mischief befall him by 

the way in the which ye go.” Jacob knew of his past sins. He knew too that the Lord would 

chastise those whom He loved. But his faith was weak as he blurts out, “all these things are 

against me.” The Old Testament saints, like us, must live by faith. Sometimes that faith is weak. 

We need to see that all things are not against us, but that all things “work together for good to 

them that love God.” This history can become very confusing. It may be hard to figure out what 

is proper behavior and what is not. But let us trace the path of salvation in this history and see 

that what Jacob and his sons received in a figure, we have in reality. Salvation is of God; let us 

thank Him for it. Sing Psalter 100. 

 

October 9 Read Genesis 43:1-14 

 

Jacob’s faith is again shown to be weak. When faced with his lying sons, he cannot stand up 

against them. When faced with starvation, he forgets the God of Bethel. After being convinced 

by Judah to let Benjamin go with them, he makes a sad statement, “If I be bereaved of my 

children, I am bereaved.” He has forgotten the covenant promises which had comforted him in 

the past. His name may have been Israel—Prince of God, but at times he was weak struggling 

Jacob. People of God, how strong is your faith? Do you daily lay hold upon God’s promises? Do 

you “work out your salvation with fear and trembling,” or do you try to gain salvation by your 

works? We must daily cast our burdens upon Jehovah God, resting in the assurance of the 

covenant which He established in Abraham and fulfilled in Christ. Sing Psalter 84. 

 

October 10 Read Genesis 43:15-25 

 

God through Joseph was leading Jacob’s other sons to repentance. Just think of their 

bewilderment when they were commanded to go to the ruler’s house. Think of their surprise 

when the servant stated that God had given them treasure. Think of the wonder as the servant 

provided for them as if they were foreign dignitaries come to beg from Egypt. And then what did 

they think when they found out about the state dinner that they were to attend that noon. Their 

minds must have been churning. Is this not God’s way with us? Does He not let our mind work 

on circumstances as He leads us to repentance? Let us pray for forgiveness from all sin. Let us 

make that part of our daily prayers. Let us never forget to pray, “And forgive us our sins.” Sing 

Psalter 362. 

 

October 11 Read Genesis 43:26-34 

 

From the time that Joseph’s brothers had left him until he had returned, Joseph thought of his 

father. This is evident from his conversation with them. He then is moved to tears when he sees 

his full brother Benjamin. Many thoughts are going through his mind. But he was not done 

testing his brothers yet. First of all, he is careful not to upset the Egyptians by eating at the same 

table as his brothers. Secondly, he has his steward set them in birth order. Finally he favors 

Benjamin with much more than his brothers. Even though Joseph has gone through great pains to 

eventually reveal himself to his brothers, God was using this for His purpose. That purpose was 

salvation for His people. What man may think to be a good story is actually the unfolding of 



God’s plan for His church. Let us be careful as we read the Bible and see the message that God 

means to tell us. Sing Psalter 324. 

 

October 12 Read Genesis 44:1-13 

 

God’s testing of the brothers through Joseph continues. We may not like Joseph’s ways, and I 

think we must examine them critically, but we must see that it is God’s hand. God uses many 

means to try our faith. The dross must be burned from us so that we appear pure and holy in 

heaven. Let us not be weary of His testing, people of God. Let us see that His ways are good. 

Also we must not look at the brothers as pawns in God’s hands. They were responsible for their 

sins even as we are responsible for our sins. This way of God would lead to their confession of 

sin now and also after Jacob dies. Let us confess our sins daily before the most holy God. Sing 

Psalter 64. 

 

October 13 Read Genesis 44:14-23 

 

Judah takes the lead that he would have in the nation of Israel. He confesses before God and 

Joseph that they had sinned even before they knew that the ruler was Joseph. Judah tells the 

whole story now because he sees that only the truth will do. What about us people of God? Do 

we speak the truth? Do we confess our sins with the truth? This only what is acceptable before 

God. The lie may keep us out of trouble for a time, but we know that our sins will find us out 

eventually. Young people and children, do not lie to those in authority over you. Do no use the 

lie to protect yourselves. Speak the truth and receive a blessing from God. Sing Psalter 

80:1,2,5,11, 12. 

 

October 14 Read Genesis 44:24-34 

 

Judah continues his confession in this section. He knows what he has done. But yet he leaves one 

part out. He is not confessing what he has done to Joseph, only what sorrow he has caused to his 

father. His request to remain in Egypt is admirable, but it is not enough. He and we must confess 

all of our sins. His request is nothing but the works righteousness that we love. We would also 

wish to find another way to salvation than the blood of Christ. We would like to have a part for 

which we can claim honor. This cannot be, people of God. Salvation requires confession of all 

our sins and trust in the one sacrifice of Christ. There is nothing that we can do for our salvation. 

This we must believe and this must be the guiding principle in our lives. Sing Psalter 363. 

 

October 15 Read Genesis 45:1-15 

 

Finally Joseph could hold his emotion no longer. He burst out in tears and revealed himself to his 

brothers. Joseph has changed. He realized that it was in God’s providence that he had been sent 

to Egypt. He realized that his being in Egypt brought life to his beloved Father. He knew that this 

was God’s way for him. What about us, people of God, do we accept the way that we are led? 

Do we confess that it was God who brought us on our particular way? Reread this passage and 

see Joseph’s confession of faith. Then let us examine our lives and see if we, too, can confess 

that God led us on a certain path. Sing Psalter 287. 

 



October 16 Read Genesis 45:16-28 

 

There are two thoughts presented in this section. First of all, we see the truth that the chaff serves 

the wheat. It was not of grace that Pharaoh makes his offer to Joseph. It was of God’s mercy on 

His people. This does not give to us the right to cultivate the world’s favor. That would be the 

worse thing we could do. But we must see that God will use the wicked world for His and our 

good. Secondly, we see Jacob’s faith being renewed. That faith which was so strong at Bethel 

and Peniel had faltered over the past years. But Jacob again saw God’s goodness, and he 

confesses that it was enough. God’s goodness was better than all the riches of this earth. Let us 

see this and let us seek the goodness of God. Sing Psalter 81. 

 

October 17 Read Genesis 46:1-15 

 

Once again God appears to Jacob. Once again a theophany occurs for the comforting of the 

people of God. Jacob undoubtedly was worried about leaving the promised land and going to 

Egypt. God comes to him and tells him that He will be with him even in this wicked land. There 

was also prophecy involved. When God said that Jacob would return, Jacob must have known 

that he would not be coming back alive. But he knew that God would not let his bones lie in 

wicked Egypt’s soil. This promise is for us as well. When we die, our bones will only stay in the 

grave until Christ’s return. Then we will go to the promised land and be united with all the saints 

that have gone before us. Let us hold to this promise as we walk through this vale of tears. Sing 

Psalter 33. 

 

October 18 Read Genesis 46:16-28 

 

The last verses of yesterday’s reading and the verses of today’s are not a tiresome list of names. 

They are the evidence of the covenant promise which God established in Abraham and has 

carried out in Jacob. As aged Jacob led his family, he could not help but see that God had blessed 

him. We, too, must see this. The line of generations did not end in Egypt. Out of that small 

number came the Christ. Later it was ordained that the gospel would be taken to the line of 

Japheth. What a blessed promise that is for us! God’s covenant is established in the lines of 

continued generations. Think of that with each baptism that you witness. Think of that with each 

covenant seed which is born. Think of that when you thank our heavenly Father for His covenant 

promises. Sing Psalter 243:1, 2, 5, 15. 

 

October 19 Read Genesis 46:29-34 

 

While Joseph was waiting for his father and brothers to join him he had been thinking. His 

thoughts were not about how they could gain power and influence in Egypt. No, his thoughts 

were how they could remain separate from Egypt. In other words he was thinking about how he 

and his family could walk the line of the antithesis in this wicked place. This was what 

concerned him. He must have seen other peoples swallowed up in Egypt, and he did not want 

that to happen to his family. Is this your concern for your families, Fathers? Do you seek ways 

for them to walk the antithesis? Do you show your young people and children which path they 

must travel. The path of the antithesis is the narrow path which leads to heaven and not to hell. 



Let us be as conscientious as Joseph and find the way of the antithesis for our children. Sing 

Psalter 1. 

 

October 20 Read Genesis 47:1-10 

 

There are two words in these verses to which I wish to call your attention. They are the words 

sojourn and pilgrimage. Can you find them? To sojourn means to stay for a time. It means that 

you are temporarily staying in a place. Pilgrimage has much of the same idea. You are a pilgrim 

if you are seeking something that is not found in the place where you are now abiding. In Jacob’s 

beautiful confession of faith before Pharaoh, he states that he is a pilgrim in this world. People of 

God, are you pilgrims? Is your life but a sojourn on this earth? Many of the things that we do 

indicate otherwise. We must confess and live as if this world is not our home, but that we are 

seeking our eternal, permanent home in heaven. Only in this way will we please God and find 

true blessing. Sing Psalter 323. 

 

October 21 Read Genesis 47:11-17 

 

If there was any doubt in Pharaoh’s mind about the veracity of Joseph’s explanations of his 

dreams, they were quickly being dispelled. The famine was not a one month phenomenon. It did 

not last one year; it lasted the full seven. Pharaoh and his people watched Egypt wither up and 

dry out. This is the punishment for being far from God. This world is our Egypt. It too will be 

destroyed by the withering fire of God’s wrath. That should not fill us with dread; it should fill 

us with hope—hope in the eternal promises of God. God did not leave Jacob and his family to 

perish; He provided for them. God will provide for us when we face antichrist in the last days. Of 

that there is no doubt. Sing Psalter 206. 

 

October 22 Read Genesis 47:18-26 

 

The famine continued. The people’s money, herds, and lands were all used to pay for food. 

Pharaoh became very rich. Through Joseph’s planning their lives were saved. But we see that 

Pharaoh still had power in Egypt. In Egypt he was worshiped as a god, and he had many things 

made which portrayed this. But Pharaoh was not the gracious God who cares for his people. 

Solomon in Proverbs states, “that the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.” What a comfort it 

is for us that our God is compassionate. There are no strings attached to His deliverance. Let us 

seek the mercies of Jehovah which are new every morning. Sing Psalter 187. 

 

October 23 Read Genesis 47:27-31 

 

God cared for his people well while they sojourned in Egypt. Jacob’s family was blessed with 

earthly possessions. But Jacob did not forget God during those seventeen years he lived in 

Goshen. As he felt his strength failing, he calls Joseph to his side. Jacob wanted to make sure 

that his bones did not stay in Egypt. We might wonder what difference did it make since God 

could take those bones to the new earth from Egypt as well as from Canaan. But Jacob knew the 

promises of God. He knew that typically he needed to be buried in Canaan. He was so convinced 

of this that he made Joseph sware that his body would not stay in Egypt. Are we that concerned 



about our final resting place, people of God? I don’t mean the cemetery; I mean heaven. Are you 

preparing to live in heaven? Sing Psalter 28. 

 

October 24 Read Genesis 48:1-7 

 

One of the themes of the book of Genesis is that of the covenant. Once again we see that in these 

verses. Notice in verse 4 the restatement of the covenant promise. Jacob passes the double 

portion of the covenant blessing on to Joseph through his sons Manasseh and Ephraim. This was 

not normal. Normally that blessing would be Reuben’s, but as Jacob explains in chapter 49, 

Reuben had forfeited that blessing. Fathers, what is your last will and testament for your 

children? Is it the blessings of your earthly existence, or is it the better things found in the 

heavenly promises? Children, after which of these do you seek? Let us seek the covenant of God 

where we can find blessings which will last into eternity. Sing Psalter 278. 

 

October 25 Read Genesis 48:8-14 

 

Once again we see that the ways of God are not as the ways of man. It would have been natural 

for Jacob to have given to Manasseh the more honorable blessing since he was the first born. 

This was not God’s intention even as it was not his intention to bless Esau who was older than 

Jacob. We do not know for sure why Jacob broke with tradition, but we know he had a purpose 

since we are told that he guided his hands “wittingly.” Let us learn that God’s ways are not the 

ways of man. It is God’s way we must follow in our lives and not follow man’s earthly ways. Let 

us pray daily for the grace to seek the blessed way of Jehovah. Sing Psalter 231. 

 

October 26 Read Genesis 48:15-22 

 

As Jacob blesses Joseph’s sons, Joseph’s mind is not on the beautiful words found in verses 

fifteen and sixteen. Joseph’s eyes and mind are on Jacob’s crossed hands. When he protests, 

Jacob tells him that this is the way that it should be. Notice Jacob’s words. He states that it was 

God who had fed him throughout his life. It was God who cared for him at Bethel and during his 

stay at Laban’s. It was God who sustained him in his return to Canaan and in Egypt. This he can 

confidently confess by faith. This is what he wants his son and grandsons to hear. He tells Joseph 

that God would not leave him in Egypt. He did not know that it would not be Joseph or even 

Manasseh and Ephraim who would get to leave Egypt. But it would be his seed who would take 

up their lives in the promised land. Let us look with the same eyes of faith to the Giver of every 

good gift and upon Him who will take us to the heavenly Canaan. Sing Psalter 289:1-5. 

 

October 27 Read Genesis 49:1-7 

 

Before he dies, Jacob gives to each of his son a blessing and also a summary of their lives. This 

would make and interesting study for us some time, but for now we will content ourselves with a 

brief look at Jacob’s words. In the words to his oldest sons, he pronounces them as being unfit to 

receive the birthright blessings. Children, what pronouncement do your earthly fathers make 

about you? Are you unfit for their earthly blessings? If you are, than you are probably walking in 

ways that make you unfit for the blessing from your heavenly Father. Stop and examine your 

lives and see if you are fit for the important blessings of God. Sing Psalter 111. 



 

October 28 Read Genesis 49:8-13 

 

In the blessing to Judah we find one of the well-known prophecies of Christ. I am sure that Jacob 

did not understand the importance and impact of what he was saying, but it is truly blessed to us. 

Judah received the portion of the birthright in which he would rule the nation of Israel first 

through David, and then through his sons, and finally through Christ. There are five pictures of 

his rulership to be found in these verses. Can you find them? We see that in Judah we are blessed 

as well as we look to Shiloh to give us rest and peace in a kingdom not on this earth but in 

heaven. Let us seek diligently that kingdom which has “foundations whose builder and maker is 

God.” Sing Psalter 198:1-5. 

 

October 29 Read Genesis 49:14-21 

 

It is verse 18 which I wish to meditate on today. Jacob had many sons. As he saw his sons grow 

up, he found in their folly that they did not provide for him salvation. Salvation was something 

that he had to wait for. Now in his early life he was not good at waiting. It took banishment from 

home and then many trials to teach him patience. This is a characteristic for which we must long. 

We need the patience to wait upon our salvation which is wrought for us through the blood of 

Christ. We need to have the patience to see how that is worked out in our lives and in our 

families. When young people walk in sin, we must trust in God to bring them upon the right 

path. This patience is hard to have, but we must see that it only comes through prayer, from 

Christ. Let us make that our daily prayer. Sing Psalter 96. 

 

October 30 Read Genesis 49:22-28 

 

As we have said before, Joseph received part of the birthright blessing. His two sons were 

counted as part of the tribes of Israel. We see Jacob reminding Joseph that his strength was not in 

his own power but in the power of God who is the strength of His people. Remember these 

words were spoken before all of the brothers. Jacob reminds them of their treachery. He knew 

either by their confession or by his own instincts. He knew their sins. But he also stops to caution 

Joseph to not be proud as Joseph had been after his dreams. These are good words for all of 

God’s saints to hear. Not just our young people, but all of us need to remember that our help is in 

the strength of Jehovah. There is no better blessing that a father can give to his children than the 

blessings of the covenant. He does this by using the covenant schools, and he does this by 

leading them in a covenant way at home. Let us seek those covenant blessing in our lives. Sing 

Psalter 27. 

 

October 31 Read Genesis 49:29-33 

 

As Jacob finishes blessing his sons, he once again reminds them that he is not to be buried in 

Egypt. As we have seen before, this is not just some earthly desire. It has a very spiritual 

meaning. Jacob is ready to die. He can peacefully leave this earth. His sojourn and pilgrimage is 

over. What about us? Do we have spiritual desires? Do we lead our children in those desires? 

Are we sending them out tonight to serve Satan or are we teaching them about the great 

Reformation? Are we ready to die? Do we feel our work is done in this life? We must see that it 



is necessary to know that God holds our days in His hands. We must be ready to leave this vale 

of tears when he calls us home. We must be ready to leave the earthly Egypt and journey to our 

heavenly Canaan. Are you ready, people of God? Sing Psalter 31:1, 3, 6, 7. 
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