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August 1 Read Genesis 27:1-5 

 

Isaac had received the covenant promise from God. He had heard of it from his father Abraham. 

He had been told at the birth of his sons that it would be through Jacob that the promise would be 

realized. But Isaac, like us, had the old man of sin in him. Isaac favored his son Esau for very 

earthy reasons. He considered Esau a man’s man, while he considered Jacob a mama’s boy. And 

so as he neared death he tried to give the covenant promise to Esau. We must not be too hard on 

Isaac because we are very much like him. We, too, try to ignore the will of God and impose our 

will on Him. We want things to go our way and not the way ordained by God. Let us remember 

Isaac when we try to change the will of God or to mold it to our liking. Let us pray for the grace 

to put off the old man of sin and put on the new man of righteousness. Sing Psalter 295. 

 

August 2 Read Genesis 27:6-10 

 

Isaac was not the only one who wished to make decisions for God. Rebekah heard Isaac’s plans 

and in her own way set out to thwart them. She knew that God had promised that in Jacob the 

covenant would be established. She knew this even before the boys were born when she prayed 

to God to find out the cause of their wrestling within her. God had told her expressly that the 

elder would serve the younger. This she knew, but she still decided to run ahead of God. 

Yesterday we saw how we are much like Isaac. Today we must see that we are much like 

Rebekah. We make decisions that we think are in our best interests and will serve even God well. 

But we forget to consult God and His Word. We refuse to obey Him and we say that we may 

disobey because our way is better and will serve God. This is what Rebekah did, and if we do 

this we will suffer the same chastisement that she did. Sing Psalter 98. 

 

August 3 Read Genesis 27:11-17 

 

We have looked at Isaac and Rebekah’s plans; now let us look at their sons’ reactions to the 

plans. In verse 5 we see that Esau agreed with his father without the slightest hesitation. He was 

a profane person according to Hebrews 12 and cared not for the things of God. It did not bother 

him that he had sold the birthright blessing already; he went out to hunt deer. Jacob on the other 

hand seems to be a man of better moral character. In himself was he? His protests to his mother’s 

plans were not that they were lies and deceptions, but rather he protests because he is fearful of 

being found out. After his mother more clearly outlines her deceptive plan, he complies to carry 

it out. We, too, are no better by nature than either Esau or Jacob, but by God’s grace we like 

Jacob must be brought to Bethel by God. Let us seek to walk a walk of sanctification in this life 

and not live lives of lying and deception. Sing Psalter 96. 

 

August 4 Read Genesis 27:18-23 

 

We see this sad story of man trying to play God further unfold in today’s reading. First of all we 

see Isaac’s misgivings over the identification of his son. Is it really Esau? Obviously he had 



doubts. And then we see Jacob’s boldface lie; “the Lord God brought it to me.” God will give his 

people over into their sins for a time even as he did with Isaac and Jacob. He does this so that His 

grace will shine most brightly above the dark sordid natures that we possess. In this way we see 

our need of the Savior who is Christ Jesus. Both Isaac and Jacob were chastised for their sins. 

We, too, will be chastised if we attempt to impose our will upon the will of our heavenly Father. 

Sing Psalter 26:1-3. 

 

August 5 Read Genesis 27:24-29 

 

In today’s verses we see the end of Isaac’s conversation with Jacob. He seems to have satisfied 

himself that this is Esau as he smells the outdoor smells and feels the hairy arms. He eats the 

food that appears to his tired, worn-out taste buds to be venison prepared by Esau. He then 

pronounces a blessing upon Jacob. At first it seems to be everything that Rebekah and Jacob 

desired. It was the birthright blessing which gave to Jacob the right of ruling the family as was 

done in that patriarchal society. It seemed to give to Jacob the riches that had been accumulated 

by Abraham and Isaac as God had blessed them. But there is something missing. Do you know 

what it is? Is the covenant promise among those blessings that Isaac pronounced? No, it is not. 

This shows to us that Isaac really knew that the covenant blessing could never be for Esau. That 

he must have intended to give to Jacob later. This does not excuse Isaac, however. God meant for 

Jacob to have the complete birthright blessing. God would be vindicated when Esau came in 

from the fields. Sing Psalter 94:1-4. 

 

August 6 Read Genesis 27:30-35 

 

Isaac did not have to wait long for his sin to find him out. Soon after Jacob leaves his tent Esau 

comes in bearing the fruits of the day’s hunting. When we read that Isaac “trembled 

exceedingly” we know that he was pricked in his heart for his sin. We must know that God will 

do that to us as well. No matter what our age we can hide nothing from our all-seeing God. Oh, 

sometimes it will not happen immediately, but it will happen! Of this we must be sure! Our sins 

will find us out and God will prick our hearts either gently or not so gently. Let us flee sin, 

people of God, and flee to the throne of grace for forgiveness from such sin. Sing Psalter 93. 

 

August 7 Read Genesis 27:36-40; Hebrews 12:14-17 

 

To know the true character of Esau we must turn to Hebrews 12. Esau’s tears were not the tears 

of repentance. They are tears of a man who did not get what he wanted in this world. Esau had 

no concern for his soul; he only had concern for his belly. That was his god; that is what he 

served. He did not care what happened after he died; he only cared for number one-himself. Are 

we any different? As we go to work each day, what motivates us in our work? Is it what we can 

gain for ourselves or what we can do to glorify God? Do we work for the food of this world or 

the meat that endureth? We know Esau’s end. We know that he is the picture of the reprobate. 

But we must be careful not to live like him. We must carefully seek repentance for our sins that 

we commit against almighty God. Sing Psalter 23:1-5. 

 

August 8 Read Genesis 27:41-46 

 



We come to the end of this sad chapter of Holy Writ. We might be inclined to say, “Why?” But 

we know that it, like all things, work out for good to them who love God. In this chapter we see 

the anger the reprobate have for the elect. People of God, the wicked in this world do not want to 

help you; they hate you! We see that Rebekah was chastised for trying to run ahead of God. As 

far as we know she and her beloved son never see each other again. We also see further evidence 

of her weak spiritual character as she tries to save her son by claiming that she wants a better 

wife than the daughters of Heth. A noble thought but when used in deception not a correct 

thought. Once again we must see that we are no better than Rebekah. We try to cover for our 

faults with seeming noble reasons but inwardly they are evil. Let us pray God for deliverance 

from such sins. Sing Psalter 95. 

 

August 9 Read Genesis 28:1-5 

 

We see two important thoughts in this passage of Scripture. First of all, we see that Isaac gives to 

Jacob the covenant blessing. This, as you remember, was ordained by God even before Jacob 

was conceived and born. This was the blessing that Esau cared nothing about and is the blessing 

for which we should strive. Secondly, we see Isaac’s concern that his son marry a godly woman. 

Fathers, is this your concern for your sons? Do you monitor their dating in such a way that they 

seek God-fearing young ladies? That is, young ladies who will be willing to take their places 

beside your sons in God’s church. This is a matter which must not be taken lightly. This is a 

matter of prayer and meditation upon God’s Word. Let us not neglect the covenant promise in 

this matter and rest assured that God will bless our actions. Sing Psalter 360. 

 

August 10 Read Genesis 28:6-9 

 

Once again we see the true characters of the nations Rebekah carried in her womb. Esau, whom 

God hated, already had two wives. He tried to cover his father’s displeasure and married another. 

He tried to please his father by his works and not by obedience to God. Jacob, we read, obeyed 

his parents and left their house to seek a godly wife. Young men (and young women) what are 

you doing in this matter? What type of girlfriend and boyfriend are you seeking? Whom do you 

associate with? Are you looking for a godly husband or wife? Are you seeking a mate who will 

love God’s Word and His commandments with you all the days of your life? This is not a light 

matter. Before you give or accept a ring can you pray with and for the one who is giving or the 

one to whom the ring is given? Think of these things. They are important! Sing Psalter 148:1-4. 

 

August 11 Read Genesis 28:10-15 

 

Let us think about Jacob as he leaves his parents’ house and goes to Haran. He does not know it 

yet but it will be a long time until he sees his father again. As far as we know, he will never see 

his beloved mother on this earth. He goes alone, with no one. What must he have been feeling as 

it got dark in Luz that night? He had nothing but stones for his pillow and no one to talk to. But, 

he was not alone. For that night God came to him in a dream and in the words of the covenant 

promise told him that wherever he went, He would be with him. Is this your comfort, people of 

God? Do you believe that God is with you on this earth until death brings you into His presence? 

Lay hold upon the covenant promises which God has established in Abraham and carried out in 



Christ. Lay hold on those promises and rest assured that God will be with you each and every 

day and in any place that He leads you. Sing Psalter 241:1-5. 

 

August 12 Read Genesis 28:16-22 

 

When Jacob awakened that morning, he knew that he was not alone. He knew that wherever he 

went God would be with him. He renames the place where he lay that night Bethel-House of 

God. He then made a vow that when God brought him back to this place he would sacrifice. 

Jacob knew he belonged in Canaan not in Mesopotamia where he was going. People of God, do 

you know where you belong? Do you know that to leave the church is to live outside the 

promised land? There is much for us to learn from the lives of the Old Testament saints. Let us 

learn these lessons and apply them in our lives. Let us learn to live where God has placed us and 

how He has placed us. In doing so we will be walking in that blessed covenant of grace which 

He has established with us and with our children. Sing Psalter 241:6-9. 

 

August 13 Read Genesis 29:1-14 

 

Many years ago Abraham had sent his servant to Haran to find a goodly wife for Isaac. Now 

Isaac’s son is making the same journey. Once again God shows that He is pleased with those 

who seek godly spouses. Jacob was a stranger in Haran. Strangers were often looked upon with 

suspicion. This did not happen here. He was welcomed with open arms into the house of Laban. 

God also began to show to Jacob his future wife. As strangers and pilgrims on this earth, we 

must trust that God will care for us. And He will as we walk in obedience to His Word. It is only 

when we stray from His path that He withholds His Spirit from us and we feel lost in this wicked 

world. Be pilgrims and strangers here, people of God, and look for your abiding place with the 

church in heaven. Sing Psalter 107. 

 

August 14 Read Genesis 29:15-20 

 

Things seemed to be working well for Jacob. He has found work in Haran in his uncle’s Laban’s 

house. He has found the woman that he wishes to marry. He seems to have everything he wishes. 

But this was not God’s way for him. Jacob still had lessons to learn in God’s schoolroom. Laban 

was not all that he seemed to be. As he watched Jacob work for him, he began to scheme a way 

to make this turn to his profit. God was chastising Jacob for the way in which he obtained the 

birthright. God did not want Jacob just to marry and to “live happily ever after.” No, Jacob had 

to be tried like silver and had to have the dross removed from his life. Do we understand this, 

people of God? If we do, then we will understand our afflictions and how they work for our 

profit. Sing Psalter 329. 

 

August 15 Read Genesis 29:21-30 

 

As we read the pages of Holy Writ we may wonder why God ordained the details of today’s 

reading. This seems anything but how a covenant marriage should go. But we know that all 

things work for the good of them that love God. Jacob, too, had to learn this lesson as the 

righteous God chastised him. We also see Jacob’s lack of contentment with Leah who God had 

obviously placed in his path. Was Jacob right to be angry? We might think so but this was God’s 



way for him. Should he have married again? God does not seem to reprimand him for his sin of 

adultery in having more than one wife, or does He? Think of the trials that Jacob had in his 

family even beginning with the end of this chapter. To take our lives in our hands and to not say 

“if the Lord wills” can and will cause us grievous consequences. Let us not play God with our 

lives on this earth. Sing Psalter 383. 

 

August 16 Read Genesis 29:31-35 

 

The trouble that I spoke of yesterday was beginning in Jacob’s life. His favoritism toward Rachel 

caused strife in his family. Can you imagine the bickering that went on in that household? Stop 

and think about it for a minute. And then decide if you want to play God with your life. But God 

used this situation for His church. God blesses Jacob and Leah with children. Covenant seed 

were born in his family including the one who would be the ancestor of Christ. Leah shows her 

godly heart as she names her children. Oh, she was not without sin either, as she looked upon her 

childbearing as a contest. But yet in the names of her children she shows herself as a true 

covenant mother in Israel. Let us give thanks for each covenant child that God gives to us. Let us 

long for children of the covenant so that our quivers may be full. Make this a matter of the heart, 

people of God, and make it a matter of your prayers. Sing Psalter 359. 

 

August 17 Read Genesis 30:1-5 

 

Once again we see God’s chastisement of Jacob’s sins. The contest between his wives continues, 

and more sins become evident. Jacob knows what is right. Even as he snaps at Rachel, he 

confesses that the giving of children is only in the hand of God. Yes, man in his sinfulness will 

either try to prevent children or plan for them, but it is in God’s hands. This is a lesson that 

Rachel had to learn. This is a lesson for us as well. Children are gifts from God; not possessions 

that are made part of our lives to charm us. We must see that this is the idea of the covenant. Let 

us desire children and let us wait patiently for Him to give them to us when He withholds them. 

Sing Psalter 135. 

 

August 18 Read Genesis 30:6-13 

 

As each child was born, we see the church growing in Jacob’s house. No, this does not put God’s 

stamp of approval upon Jacob’s sins, but it helps us to see that God will use our faults for the 

good of the church and for His glory. Jacob was receiving his quiver full from God. That quiver 

would eventually hold twelve sons and at least one daughter. As he looked over his growing 

family, Jacob must have remembered the promise that God had given to him at Bethel. Oh, he 

was not ready to leave Haran yet. This, of course, was because of his weaknesses and God’s 

plans. But yet God’s promise to Abraham that his seed would be as the stars of heaven and the 

sand by the sea was coming true. Do we confess and hold to those promises, people of God? Let 

us remember them every time we baptize another of God’s gifts to us. Sing Psalter 425:4-6. 

 

August 19 Read Genesis 30:14-21 

 

It appears that Jacob was staying in Haran too long. The contest between Leah and Rachel now 

entered into the realm of the superstitions and supernatural. True, Leah uses God’s name at least 



two times in this section, but they are the words of someone who does not place all his trust in 

Jehovah. Jacob is becoming less of a pilgrim and stranger in Haran. It will take more of his 

uncle’s trickery to convince him of that. On this Lord’s Day, let us ponder our calling in this life. 

Are we becoming too comfortable in this world? Are we resorting to the world’s ways in our 

daily lives? Let us use this day to prepare for the eternal Sabbath that will be ours in the heavenly 

Canaan. Sing Psalter 27. 

 

August 20 Read Genesis 30:22-24 

 

God remembered Rachel. This tells us much. First of all it tells us that Rachel had finally learned 

that it was God who controls birth and not man. She had learned to go to the covenant God in 

prayer and ask for the desire of her heart. Oh, she may not have understood all for which she was 

praying, but God remembered her. She shows that she had learned her lessons well when she 

named Joseph. She confessed that God was her covenant Jehovah who alone holds our lives in 

his hand. Do you know about Jehovah, people of God? Do you know Him in faith? If we do, we 

can rest assured that He will remember us in whatever way we are in. Pray, people of God of all 

ages, and know that God will remember you. Sing Psalter 330. 

 

August 21 Read Genesis 30:25-30 

 

Jacob more and more knows that he must not stay in Haran any longer. But God is not ready for 

him to go yet. He is not ready to face his brother. His faith needs more strengthening yet and so 

when Laban offers him a job, he is inclined to take it. Jacob was a diligent worker. He knew 

shepherding well. Children and young people, as the school year comes closer and closer you 

need to be diligent like Jacob. You need to use the talents God has given to you each day at your 

desks. You are to do this not so that you get good grades or a good job. You need to do this in 

order to glorify God in the station and calling He has placed you. Consider this as you pack your 

school bag. Parents, consider this as well as you listen to your children’s recounting of their day 

at school. Are they carrying out the covenant work that God has given to them? Sing Psalter 

213:1-4. 

 

August 22 Read Genesis 30:31-36 

 

Jacob is not ready to stand up to his uncle Laban yet. But he realizes that to give his uncle a 

chance to say that he had helped Jacob would not be good. So, when asked what the wages 

would be, he chose the least desirable of the animals. You could almost hear the chuckle in 

Laban’s mind when Jacob named his price. What does this teach us? First of all, we must not use 

our craft to make ourselves rich in this world. We may use our talent that God has given to us, 

but we must say “if the Lord will.” Secondly, we must place all of our dependence upon God in 

earthy as well as spiritual matters. Yes, we know of Jacob’s attempting to help God. But here we 

see him asking for God’s help. Are we ready to do that? Sing Psalter 79. 

 

August 23 Read Genesis 30:37-43 

 

We intimated that Jacob’s schooling was not yet finished. This we see in today’s ready. Jacob 

turns to a well-known superstition in order to make himself rich. Jacob always felt that he had to 



help God along. What about us? Are we willing to rely on God’s goodness as we carry out our 

daily work whether it be on the farm, at the office, in the home, at the factory, or at school? What 

is our attitude as we do the work God has set before us? Do we trust in Him to bring all things to 

pass, or do we consider helping God out a little bit? Yes, we may use the talents He has given to 

us in our work. In fact, we must use those talents. But we must trust in God to “establish the 

work of our hands.” Wait patiently upon Jehovah, people of God, and He will give you what you 

need in this life and especially in the life to come. Sing Psalter 65. 

 

August 24 Read Genesis 31:1-9 

 

God blessed Jacob while he stayed in Haran. We may ask why did God did this seeing the many 

sins that Jacob committed. The answer is that God was caring for His church that was seen in 

Jacob’s family. Jacob’s riches also become the occasion for his needing to leave and to return to 

Canaan. His time of schooling in Haran was over. Jacob knew that it was God who had blessed 

him. Even though he had resorted to superstition, God made it known to Jacob that He was God 

alone. When God said return unto Canaan, Jacob was ready to listen. Are we listening to what 

God says to us? Do we have our ears prepared to listen? If we fill our ears with worldly 

philosophies, we will not listen. As we go to bed to night let us pray with Samuel, “Speak Lord 

for thy servant heareth.” Sing Psalter 386:1-5. 

 

August 25 Read Genesis 31:10-16 

 

Jacob calls his wives to him and recounts the dream that he had in which God tells him to leave 

Canaan. In that dream God called upon Jacob to remember the vow he made while at Bethel. 

Jacob may wonder what his wives will say. Will they leave their home and go to a strange land? 

Will they leave behind their family? God has prepared them as well. Laban has no care for his 

own flesh and blood. In his monster like way he has shown his hatred toward them. God uses this 

hatred to make it easy for Rachel and Leah to leave Haran and travel to Canaan with Jacob. 

Jacob needed this help from God. He could not face Laban without the support of his wives. 

Jacob was learning that putting his trust in himself was a recipe for failure. Have we learned that 

lesson? Have we learned to “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 

understanding”? Let us make that a matter of prayer today and always. Sing Psalter 101. 

 

August 26 Read Genesis 31:17-24 

 

As we read Scripture we must be careful not to overlook seemingly insignificant verses. The first 

of these is that Jacob left Haran when Laban was occupied somewhere else. Now it is true that 

Laban would not have let Jacob go willingly of his own accord, but it is equally true that God 

would have provided a way for him to leave Haran. Secondly in the same verse we are told that 

Rachel took her father’s idols. This tells you about the weak spiritual nature of both Rachel and 

Jacob. Jacob may not have known of this particular incident, but I am sure that he would have 

known about Rachel’s love for the idols of Mesopotamia. Finally we have the verse which shows 

us that God came to Laban to warn him not to bother Jacob. This shows to us that God’s eye is 

on His people even as it is on the common sparrow. Read the Scriptures slowly and look for the 

meaning that will help us in our lives. Sing Psalter 100. 

 



August 27 Read Genesis 31:25-30 

 

Even though Laban was not going to physically harm Jacob, he did plan to try and scare him as 

much as possible. He starts out mildly by asking why Jacob had not allowed him to say goodbye 

to his daughters. He then said that I could have hurt Jacob and would have except God had told 

him to leave him alone. Finally he makes his accusation concerning his idols. Obviously these 

idols were important to him, even as Rachel’s stealing them shows us that they were important to 

her. It was definitely time that Jacob took his family and children away from this idol worshiping 

place. What about us? Are there idols in our houses or in places we frequent that we should leave 

alone? Will we obey God and put away these idols, or must we wait for Him to make His 

displeasure known to us in our life? Let us learn from Jacob’s life to keep our family from evil. 

Sing Psalter 289:4-7. 

 

August 28 Read Genesis 31:31-35 

 

God continues His chastisement of Jacob in Laban’s questions and accusations. Jacob becomes 

irritable and rashly says that whoever is found with the idols should be put to death. Instead of 

commanding his family to give up what did not belong to them, he leads Rachel into deceit. 

Lying is a sin which clings often to the child of God. Sometimes we lie in order not to suffer 

some consequences. Sometimes we cause our children to lie in order to cover our shortcomings. 

We must know that sins against the third and ninth commandments will not go unpunished by 

our righteous God. Let us put off this sin from us. Children and young people, make this your 

resolve as you begin a new school year. Parents, help your children by not lying for them or 

causing them to lie. Love the truth and speak the truth. Sing Psalter 204. 

 

August 29 Read Genesis 31:36-42 

 

After Laban was finished searching fruitlessly for his idols, it is now Jacob’s turn to be angry. He 

tells his uncle things he has been wishing to tell him for twenty years. And then he makes a 

beautiful confession in verse 42. Jacob confesses that except God had been with him, Laban 

would have consumed him. Jacob is learning more and more to wait upon Jehovah. This he must 

do in order to face Esau in the confidence that God will protect him. No, Jacob was not sinless in 

this matter. We know that he had tried to take some things into his own hands. We, too, must 

learn to say except God be with us… Let us learn this lesson. Let us learn to wait upon Jehovah 

our covenant God knowing that He will help us in all of our cares and anxieties. Make the 

request to trust in Him a part of your daily prayers. Sing Psalter 422:1, 7. 

 

August 30 Read Genesis 31:43-48 

 

Laban is not ready to listen to the rebuke of his son-in-law. He tells Joseph that all that Joseph 

has really belongs to him. But Laban out of fear of God, not a righteous fear, wants to make a 

pact that they can leave each other without fear of retribution. Jacob and Laban gather stones 

together for a memorial. This was a usual thing in that area. The idea was that the stones being 

lasting would remind them to make their promises lasting. It is hard to know what to say about 

this ceremony. Does Laban mean what he says? Is Jacob just doing this in order that he can leave 

in safety? The answers to these questions are in God’s hands. We can learn, however, to leave 



these sorts of things in God’s hands. Vows and promises that we make will only come to pass if 

they are pleasing to God. Sing Psalter 422:5, 6. 

 

August 31 Read Genesis 31:49-55 

 

Mizpah! What a beautiful thought! It has hard to put this into perspective seeing it is Laban who 

says these words. But let us look at that word and its meaning. Mizpah! “The LORD watch 

between me and thee while we are apart.” These are words that we need to take upon our lips, as 

we separate from loved ones. Parents, these would be good words to use as children marry and 

leave the area where you reside. They would be good words to use as children go off to college. 

We know that God will watch over our children when they are away from us. Children and 

others as you leave loved ones, do you take these words upon your lips? In our highly mobile 

society these would be good words to use in their full meaning. Sing Psalter 398. 
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September 1 Read Genesis 32:1-8 & 28:10-22 

 

In Genesis 32 we come to an important juncture in the life of Jacob. It is important because now 

Jacob is returning the land of Canaan, and because we see a changed Jacob in this chapter. In the 

verses for today’s meditation we read, “And Jacob went on his way.” This refers to the way to 

the land of Canaan, the land of promise. Jacob had been in exile for twenty years and now is 

returning to Canaan. As he returns, the angels of God meet him. When he was leaving twenty 

years earlier, God had showed to Jacob in the vision at Bethel, recorded in Genesis 28:12-15, 

that He was always with him. In his command to Jacob to return, God had said, “I will be with 

thee (Gen 31:3). And now, as he returns into the promised land, God shows in a concrete way 

that he is with Jacob. The angels of God are still watching over Jacob. Jacob needed to know 

this. Soon he would face his arch-enemy, Esau. The angels are sent to encourage him as he faces 

this trial. Jacob does not even know yet that Esau is coming to meet him, and the angels appear 

in order to encourage him. He needs this encouragement. We need such encouragement too. God 

knows what trials are coming our way and God sends us the help we need to face those trials. His 

angels watch over us. Sing Psalter 249:1-4. 

 

September 2 Read Genesis 32:9-12 & Eph. 2:1-10 

 

Before fleeing from his brother Esau, Jacob had obtained the birthright and the promise from his 

brother Esau. In both cases Jacob had showed that he had the right spiritual attitude towards the 

things of God — he had a zeal and love for the promises of God. In both cases, however, Jacob 

had also showed that he could not wait for God’s time to give him these things, and so instead he 

had gone ahead of God and obtained these things in his own strength. The same was true of 

Jacob in his dealings with Laban. He used deceit to obtain God’s blessings. Now, he returns to 



the land of Canaan a changed man. This is evident from these verses. Jacob is returning to 

Canaan with women and small children and Esau, his enemy, is coming to meet him with an 

army of men. Jacob is scared so he prays to God. In this prayer Jacob shows his faith in God. He 

confesses himself to be unworthy of any of God’s blessings and he relies for all his help and 

salvation entirely on the promises of God. In doing this he shows that he now knows that he 

cannot obtain God’s promises in his own strength, but that it is all of God’s grace and strength. 

Only God can deliver him from his enemies, and only God can bring him to the land of promise. 

We see from this the sovereignty of God in salvation. He defeats our enemies, sin and the devil, 

and he fulfills his promises in bringing us to glory. It is all of God and none of us. Sing Psalter 

397:1-4. 

 

September 3 Read Genesis 32:13-23 and Psalm 37 

 

In these verses Jacob sends a gift to his brother Esau. He does this in order to appease Esau’s 

wrath. Jacob knows Esau’s heart. Esau is carnal, loving earthly things. Jacob will let these 

earthly things go, will give them to Esau, just as long as he can come peaceably into the 

promised land. Seeing these gifts, Esau will realize that God has blessed Jacob, that Jacob did 

not come back into Canaan in order to take it by force, and that Jacob’s interest is not earthly 

wealth. Jacob is no threat to Esau in his quest to attain the pleasures of this earth. Jacob has 

spiritual, not carnal interests. We do not see, as some suggest, the old Jacob here, a Jacob who 

relies on the arm of the flesh to defeat the enemies of God, but instead we have here a Jacob who 

knows the heart of wicked men, is not interested in physical warfare, and who shows that his 

interests are spiritual. Is that the attitude we display to the ungodly? Sing Psalter 366. 

 

September 4 Read Genesis 32:24-32 & Luke 18:1-8 

 

This passage is most important. First, it shows the old Jacob. He wrestles all night in his own 

strength with the Angel of Jehovah. All night long, Jacob does not know with whom he is 

wrestling. In this struggle, he cannot prevail. When the angel touches the hollow of his thigh, he 

knows that he does not wrestle with a mere man. At the divine touch of the angel, Jacob’s 

physical ability to fight disappears and Jacob is shown that he cannot fight in his own strength. 

Knowing that he cannot go on in his own strength, Jacob clings to the Angel and pleads with him 

for a blessing. He will not let the angel go till he blesses him. Here is the life of the believer. He 

sees that nothing can be obtained in his own strength and so his life is a continual pleading with 

God for deliverance and blessing. Sing Psalter 362. 

 

September 5 Read Genesis 33:1-11 & Proverbs 21:1 

 

The main point of this passage is that God has made all things well for Jacob. In this passage we 

see the enemy of Jacob coming peaceably to him. The heart of the reprobate Esau is in the hand 

of the Lord, and Esau can do nothing to hurt Jacob without God’s directing him to do it. The 

enemies of God’s people are at God’s disposal. God uses them for the sake of his church in the 

world. We can look around and see this today. Why is there so much technology in the world 

today? Why are there so many cures for diseases? For the sake of wicked men? No, in the end 

these things do not serve wicked men at all, except to increase their judgment and bring them 



down to destruction. All these things are for the sake of the church and God’s people. Sing 

Psalter 353. 

 

September 6 Read Genesis 33:12-16 

 

In these verses Esau leaves Jacob and returns to Seir. Seir is not the promised land of Canaan. 

Instead, it was a largely uninhabited land in which Esau could easily find a home by befriending 

the wicked men of Seir who lived there. Esau could not wait for the Lord to give Canaan into the 

hand of his people, and so went off and found some of his own land. He was not interested in 

Canaan or the land of promise. Here, he invites Jacob to come to Seir with him, to join with him 

in his sin. Jacob does not go. So Esau departs on his own to Seir, and Jacob continues his journey 

to Canaan. We have here an expression of the antithesis between the church and the world. Esau 

leaves the church and all the promises of God for worldly interests. Jacob and those with him, 

the church of God, wait for the fulfillment of God’s promises in the land of Canaan. Sing Psalter 

354. 

 

September 7 Read Genesis 33:17-20 

 

In these verses we see both the strength of Jacob against the temptations of the world and his 

weakness in not following the command of God because it required too much sacrifice. Esau had 

requested Jacob to come to Seir. Jacob, in verse 14, had said that he would follow Esau to Seir. 

Now, in these verses, we see that Jacob does not go to Seir. He knows that he must go to Canaan 

and so, he goes to Canaan. As he returns to Canaan and settles there he buys land and builds and 

altar naming it El-e-lo-he-Israel. This means “Jehovah, the mighty God of Israel,” and in this 

Jacob shows that he separates from Esau and the world in order to serve and live with God. In 

this separation, Jehovah is his mighty strength and shield. However, Jacob does show his 

weakness here again. In Genesis 28, Jacob had vowed to return to Bethel, and in these verses he 

does not. Instead, he settles first at Succoth for a while, and then in Shechem. He remains here 

for at least 15 years while his daughter Dinah grows up. Jacob should have continued on to 

Bethel. His disobedience in this regard will bring him trouble in the land of Shechem as is clear 

in the next chapter. How often is it not this way in the life of a child of God. We reach the 

pinnacles of faith, and then we settle down and become content and even complacent towards 

what we have, rather than pursuing and obeying the commands of God with vigor. We need to 

trust and obey God in all our life. Sing Psalter 347. 

 

September 8 Read Genesis 34:1-5 

 

Here we have the beginning of Jacob’s troubles at Shechem. Dinah, who was six years old when 

Jacob left Laban, has now grown up in Shechem into a young woman. Jacob allows her to mix 

and make friends with the other young people of the land when he should not have even been 

here in Shechem, but should have been in Bethel. The result of her mixing with the ungodly is 

that she commits fornication with an unbelieving young man. Jacob’s response to this is also 

weak. He is silent about the matter and waits for his sons to return from their work of 

shepherding. This passage shows that once we let down our guard on one matter, we open the 

gates to all kinds of sin and apostasy in our lives, and we become weak in our fight against sin. 



Jacob’s disobedience in not going to Bethel meant that he was also lax in his oversight of his 

household. Sing Psalter 393. 

 

September 9 Read Genesis 34:6-12 

 

Hamor presents a proposal to the sons of Jacob. It is an attractive proposal with much earthly 

gain attached. They will be able to marry the daughters of Hamor. They will be able to possess 

the land, not as strangers, but as though the land is their own. They will be able to trade and get 

possessions. And, besides this, Shechem will do whatever they ask of him, just as long as they 

will let him marry their sister. The sons of Jacob, however, are not tempted by this proposal. 

They are very angry because this man has dared to lie with their sister and do that which ought 

not be done. Their anger is a righteous anger against sin, and they will not succumb to the 

temptations of the wicked. Is this our reaction to sin? Is this our reaction to temptations that seem 

as though they would be very profitable to us? Sing Psalter 396. 

 

September 10 Read Genesis 34:13-24 

 

Jacob’s sons deal deceitfully here with Hamor and his son Shechem. This they ought not to have 

done. However, despite their deceit, we see that God uses this occasion to set his people apart 

from the inhabitants of the land. We see in verse 21-24 the real motive of Hamor in all this. He 

wants more riches for himself. He wants the sons of Jacob to become one with him so that he can 

take possession of all that belongs to Jacob. To this the wicked men of the city agree, showing 

that they, just like Hamor, are concerned only with getting more for themselves. Here we get a 

glimpse into the heart of the unregenerate. They are selfishly motivated and wholly earthly 

minded. The antithesis for us means living in exactly the opposite way of the wicked. We should 

be motivated by a selfless and sacrificial love for God and the neighbor, and our minds should be 

set on heavenly things. Sing Psalter 246. 

 

September 11 Read Genesis 34:25-31 

 

Here Jacob’s sons follow through with their deceitful plan. When the men of the city are weak 

and sickly because of their circumcisions, the sons of Jacob come upon them and kill them. 

Jacob’s evaluation of this is that his sons have made him to stink among the inhabitants of the 

land, and he is afraid that the Canaanites will now band together against him. This may have 

been true, and what his sons did may have been deceitful and wicked, but one good thing comes 

out of this. The antithesis between Jacob and the Canaanites is re-established. God uses this 

event in Jacob’s life to bring him to see that he should live separately from the world of the 

ungodly. It also makes him ready to leave Shechem for Bethel. Our sin often leads to trouble in 

our lives but in the end God uses it for our good. Sing Psalter 289:1-5. 

 

September 12 Read Genesis 35:1-8 

 

Now Jacob obeys God. He obeys not only by keeping his promise and returning to Bethel, but 

also by commanding that all strange gods be put away from his household. While in Shechem his 

family had been influenced by those around them and Jacob, because he himself was not obeying 

God’s command to go to Bethel, did not rebuke them. His sin and his seared conscience gave 



way to more sin in his family. Now, as he again obeys God, he is renewed in all of his walk 

before God and demands of his household that they also obey God by putting away the strange 

gods. God blesses him in this by putting fear in the hearts of all the inhabitants of Canaan so that 

they dare not touch Jacob and his household. In the way of obedience we experience God’s 

blessings. Sing Psalter 309. 

 

September 13 Read Genesis 35:9-15 

 

For the 15 or so years that Jacob dwelled in Shechem, he did not experience the blessings of 

God. Now, as he obeys and comes to Bethel, God blesses him again by reiterating the promises 

of the covenant to him. He is called Israel, a Prince with God. He is told that the land promised 

to Abraham and Isaac will be his — a land which pictured heaven. He is told also that “a nation” 

and “a company of nations” will be born of him. This describes Israel as a particular people, “a 

nation,” the elect of God, but also as a great people, “a company of nations,” a great nation 

comprised of twelve tribes. Further, God promises that “kings” shall come out of his loins. This 

speaks of his seed, a seed which will ultimately lead to the promised Messiah, the King. God’s 

love and favor as expressed in these promises is particularly for Jacob and Israel. Of all the 

nations of the earth, God chooses this man and his little band for himself. This shows that 

election is all of grace and that God’s promises are never conditioned on something we do. Sing 

Psalter 261. 

 

September 14 Read Genesis 35:16-20 

 

Rachel calls the son of her death “Benoni,” “the Son of my Sorrow.” The scriptures throughout 

picture Rachel as a woman who weeps and is in sorrow, but can never be comforted (Jer. 31:15, 

Matt. 2:17). If we reflect on the life of Rachel we see this. Her life was characterized by a 

covetous heart which meant that she was never happy with what she had from God. In her 

bareness she cries to Jacob, “Give me children or else I die.” When Leah’s son picks some 

mandrakes, small apples, she wants them. When Jacob flees from Laban, she takes the idols. So 

also as she bares her last son, she calls him the son of her sorrows. Rachel gives us an example of 

warning. She dies in misery because of her lack of contentment in God’s way for her. Sing 

Psalter 426:1-3. 

 

September 15 Read Genesis 35:21-29 

 

Here we have the ending of the history or “generations” of Isaac. This began in Genesis 25:19 

when it is reported that Rebekah, Isaac’s wife, is barren. The history of Isaac’s generations from 

then till this point has consisted mostly in a record of the birth and life of Jacob. This is 

important to note. The blessing to Isaac is finally realized when Jacob and his twelve sons return 

to the land of Canaan and take up their residence there. Now the promised seed is in the 

promised land and Isaac dies seeing God’s covenant promises to him being fulfilled. What a 

change from the beginning of Isaac’s generations when, as far as Isaac and Rebekah were 

concerned, it was physically impossible for the promise to be fulfilled. In this we see that what is 

impossible with man is never impossible with God, and that God, despite our weakness, carries 

out his covenant promises. Sing Psalter 278. 

 



September 16 Read Genesis 36:1-14 

 

Before the Scripture turns to the positive treatment of Jacob’s generations, the continuation of 

the covenant line, it tells us of the generations of Esau. In the Scriptures Esau and his generations 

are a picture of the reprobate element of created humanity. This is clear from several points of 

view. First, both in the announcement of Esau’s birth, as well as in the passages which comment 

on this (Malachi 1 and Romans 9), we find that Esau is said to be the one eternally hated and 

reprobated by God. Second, there are specific passages in Scripture which identify the 

descendants of Esau, the Edomites, as those who are wicked and profane (Genesis 36:8 & 43, 

Malachi 1:2-4 and Jeremiah 49:17 ff.). Third, there is no continuation of God’s covenant line 

mentioned in any of the descendants of Esau in this chapter. At times in his life, Esau may 

appear to be sorry for his wickedness and even to have a right spirit and attitude toward the 

promises of God. He weeps that he has sold his birthright. He cries with tears of joy when Jacob 

returns to Canaan. He buries Isaac with Jacob. However, we must remember in all this that he is, 

by the express teaching of Scripture, a reprobate. This means that his works are never good 

works, done from a true heart and for the glory of God. His good works are hypocritical. Sing 

Psalter 420:1-2. 

 

September 17 Read Genesis 36:15-43 

 

Because Esau and his offspring are pictured in Scripture as the reprobate portion of mankind, we 

can say that they are a type of the wicked kingdom of Antichrist which always seeks to set itself 

up as greater and mightier than God’s church so that it might come against that church to destroy 

it. This must be our analysis of Esau’s separation from Jacob in his going to Seir, and also of the 

generations of Esau that are listed. He becomes a great civil power on earth so that he may 

destroy the line of the elect seed, Jacob. In this, however, we must remember always the 

necessity of the reprobate and the kingdom of Antichrist in this world for the church. Just as the 

chaff serves the wheat, so also the wicked always serve the preservation of the church. This is 

true even when it seems otherwise, when it seems as though God blesses the wicked—as it must 

have seemed here to Jacob with respect to Esau—and when it seems as though God does not 

bless his own people—as it must have also seemed to Jacob who dwelled as a stranger in a 

strange land (Genesis 37:1). Sing Psalter 414:1-2. 

 

September 18 Read Genesis 37:1-11 

 

Joseph was a godly lad, hated by his wicked living brothers. Several things brought this hatred. 

The favoritism showed to Joseph by their father was one cause, the dreams of Joseph were 

another, and Joseph’s godly example and reporting of their wickedness was the third. Joseph was 

obedient to God’s will for him in all his life though it brought him scorn and persecution. Joseph 

is an example for young people to follow. He was already strong in faith as a teenager, and he 

refused any fellowship with the sin of his brothers. The dreams of Joseph were sent by God and 

demonstrated that God is sovereign over all that would come to Joseph in his life. Through these 

dreams, and also his upbringing, Joseph, as a young boy, was strong in faith. This faith would be 

necessary in the trials ahead. It would seem to Joseph, as it will to us too when we read Genesis 

37ff, that God was far off and that the wicked seem to triumph over the righteous. But, this was 



not the case. God worked all things in Joseph’s life for the salvation of his church, and Joseph, in 

the darkest of times, put his faith in this promise of God. Sing Psalter 192:1-3. 

 

September 19 Read Genesis 37:12-22 

 

The brothers of Joseph grow in their hatred of him to the point that they want to murder him. The 

chief reason is that he is distinguished by the Lord from his brothers. God sets Joseph apart as 

righteous by giving him the dreams. This becomes the one main reason for the brothers’ hatred 

of him. They call him, “This dreamer.” Because Joseph is a friend of God he is hated. Are we 

hated by the ungodly? Is it because of who we are and what we do with regard to those ungodly? 

Because we act in hatred toward them? Let it never be!! Rather, let the ungodly hate and despise 

us because we love God and because our lives show forth the glory of God. Let us not give 

occasion to the wicked to hate us and sin against God because of our hateful conduct towards 

them, but rather because we love and serve God and will not walk with them in their sin. Sing 

Psalter 192:4-6. 

 

September 20 Read Genesis 37:23-28 

 

How is it that Joseph’s brothers can come to hate him so much that they would kill him, or that 

they at least, in the end, sell him as a slave? The answer is that all hatred is in the end murder, a 

breaking of commandment which says, “Thou shalt not kill.” Hatred is where it begins. Hatred 

expressed itself in the brothers in that they could not say anything nice to or about Joseph. They 

could not even give him a decent greeting, but instead would just grunt to acknowledge his 

polite, “Good morning.” This hatred stewed in their hearts and became envy so that they not only 

could not speak well to him but also begrudged him for all that he had. This envy led them to a 

complete despising of his person so that they preferred, in the end, to see him dead than to see 

him at all. So, their hatred bred murder. How do we do keeping the commandment that forbids 

murder? In our thoughts about others, especially those in authority? In our actions towards 

others, especially the little brother or sister or the class runt? In our words behind the backs of 

others? Sing Psalter 298:7-9. 

 

September 21 Read Genesis 37:29-36 

 

In essence Joseph’s brothers were guilty of his murder. Jacob believed Joseph was dead, and 

Joseph had been cut off from any communion with his family. It was as if he were murdered. 

The brothers meant this for evil (Gen 50:20). But there is a wonderful truth behind all this 

narrative. It doesn’t matter whose actions they were, good or bad, that brought Joseph to Egypt, 

God sovereignly directed all these events for the good of his people. He decreed the folly of 

Jacob in favoring Joseph. He directed the movement of the sons of Jacob so that they were in 

Dothan when Joseph came to them, right by the highway to Egypt. God determined that the 

Midianitish train of camels came past at just the right moment. God saw to it that Potiphar 

needed a slave and that Joseph would thus end up in the royal prison. All things were directed for 

the good of his Israel. And so it always is with our salvation. When it seems that God is far off 

and the wicked triumph, we must remember that God is near, that he is in control, and so we 

should trust in him and not be afraid. Sing Psalter 281. 

 



September 22 Read Genesis 38:1-11 

 

In this chapter we have an example of how Jacob’s family failed in their living as pilgrims and 

strangers in the land of Canaan. Judah leaves his home, his brothers, and his father’s house to see 

how he can fare in the world on his own. The result is that he makes acquaintance with the 

ungodly Hirah. Having this man for his friend, they go out on the town at night and Judah sees a 

Canaanitish girl, takes her, has extra-marital sex with her, and hence is forced to marry her. The 

result of this marriage is three sons, the first two of whom are extremely wicked men as is 

obvious from their death at the hands of God. We might ask, what has happened to the covenant 

promises of God? How will they ever be fulfilled when Judah, the one from whom the Messiah 

will come, mixes himself and his generations with the world in this way? The answer is God’s 

redeeming grace in the heart of a Canaanitish woman, Tamar, who loves the covenant promises 

and is concerned that the covenant seed be born. Sing Psalter 206. 

 

September 23 Read Genesis 38:12-23 

 

Here we see two of God’s children committing awful sins. The motive of Judah is selfish. His 

wife has died. He burns in lust for a woman, and so goes in to one whom he thinks is a whore. 

This is a terrible sin. The motive of the other, Tamar, is more just, though her sin of adultery 

should not be endorsed. She, a Canaanitish woman, loves the promises of God, sees that they can 

only be fulfilled in the continuation of the lines of the covenant from which Christ will be born, 

and so wants to bring forth that covenant seed. Her first husband was killed for some sin related 

to their marriage. Her second husband despised the covenant seed and, for selfish reasons, would 

not bring it forth. Her father-in-law does not seem to care about the covenant seed either in his 

forgetting, so to speak, to give his son Shelah to Tamar for a husband. So, Tamar takes it into her 

own hands. Her motive is good, her deed evil. In this light we can explain the words of Judah in 

verse 26, “She hath been more righteous than I.” We should be concerned for the carrying out 

and fulfillment of God’s promises too. We do this by being faithful young people in our walk, in 

our dating, in whom we marry, and in our long term desires for life. We do not covet and seek 

earthly things, but covet God’s blessing on ourselves and his church which comes from us and 

our children. Sing Psalter 253:1, 4, 5. 

 

September 24 Read Genesis 38:24-30 

 

There are two lessons in this passage concerning the sin of Judah. Both are taught elsewhere in 

Scripture. The first is found in Numbers 32:23, “And be sure, your sin will find you out.” So it 

was with Judah’s sin. He thought that he had covered his sin of adultery over well, that it had 

been done in secret, and that no one would ever find out about it. Here, that sin comes back to 

haunt him and Judah must confess that he has sinned. The second lesson is taught by Jesus in 

Matthew 7:3-5, “And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest 

not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the 

mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the 

beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy 

brother’s eye.” Such was Judah’s sin. He could see the sin in the life of Tamar, but he seemed to 

be able to look past his own similar sin without a feeling of guilt. How prone we are to the same 



fault. Pray that God might give you the grace to see your own faults before those of another. Sing 

Psalter 24. 

 

September 25 Read Genesis 39:1-6 

 

Joseph is one of the most outstanding examples of a godly youth in Scripture. In this passage the 

example he sets is of one who honors and obeys his employer, doing his work to the utmost of 

his power and for the glory of God. Imagine the first days of Joseph’s slavery. He would have 

been the lowliest of the slaves in the household. He would have been among the youngest also. 

He would have been given the most menial of duties. His heart must have cried out for his home, 

his father and his brother Benjamin. The temptation would have been there to run away from his 

master. But Joseph submits to his master and in that submits to the will of God for him. He 

realizes that he has been placed under the mastery of Potiphar in this foreign land according to 

God’s plan for him. He submits to that and does his best work. What an example for godly 

youths employed and working in an ungodly world! God gives the job. God gives the boss. God 

gives the menial work. God gives the low wages. Our calling is to submit and to bear testimony 

to God in the workplace. In that way we will be blessed as Joseph was. Employers will profit 

from our labors, and we, in turn, may even be promoted or paid more as a result. But whatever 

the situation, we must submit to God’s and the employer’s will where that does not contradict 

God’s. Sing Psalter 235. 

 

September 26 Read Genesis 39:7-20 

 

Here again Joseph is a good example for us. Joseph is somewhere between 17 and 19 years old. 

At this age, separated from other young people, Joseph is faced with a powerful temptation and 

in it remains faithful. The sin to which he is tempted is fornication. The seductress is the 

beautiful and flirty wife of Potiphar. Added to the temptation was great opportunity for Joseph in 

Potiphar’s house. We must not think this temptation was no temptation for Joseph. He had seen 

the sin before in his brothers. As a young man, he likely struggled with the same youthful lusts as 

any other young man would. Added to this is the fact that the temptation was continual in the 

woman’s attempting to seduce him day after day. Joseph remains a faithful youth in temptation. 

His one answer is, “I cannot do this great wickedness and sin against God.” Joseph is the friend 

of God and so the enemy of sin. For this he is persecuted in his imprisonment of more than ten 

years—and we think the scoffing of the world is hard to bear. Sing Psalter 327. 

 

September 27 Read Genesis 39:21-40:4 

 

The prison house was not a bed of roses for Joseph. We read in Psalm 105:18 that they hurt his 

feet with fetters and that he was laid in iron. Imagine Joseph’s thoughts now. He had been 

righteous. He had rebuked his brothers for their sin and called them to repentance. He had loved 

and served God. He had submitted to God’s will in remaining Potiphar’s slave and doing his best 

there. He had remained faithful to God’s command against fornication when no one would ever 

have found out about the sin anyway. He loved and served God, and yet he ends up in the dark 

prison tied in chains. Still, however, Joseph’s faith prevails. He submits again to the will of God 

and the virtue of God shines through him so that the prison keeper puts all the prisoners under 

the care of Joseph. In obedience to God’s will, Joseph is blessed. Sing Psalter 328. 



 

September 28 Read Genesis 40:5-23 

 

The Lord sends the butler and the baker to the prison so that Joseph might be released from that 

dungeon. Joseph, it is sure, still remembers his dreams and in faith believes that God sent them 

and that God will fulfill them. He seems to understand also that he is near the end of his training 

for the great task that God showed him in those dreams. Hence Joseph tells the butler to 

remember him before Pharaoh. And all this is almost true. Soon Joseph will be released. But not 

yet. First he must wait another two years in prison, wondering if the butler ever remembered 

him. When he is done with his imprisonment his affliction has lasted as long as 13 years. That 

affliction has prepared him for his place of work in God’s kingdom. If we look at Joseph’s telling 

of his dreams to his brothers and father we can conclude that Joseph would probably have been 

proud of being governor in the land of Egypt and over his brothers. His affliction prepared him to 

take up that work in humility. With the Psalmist, we can say the same concerning our affliction: 

“It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes” (Psalm 119:71). Sing 

Psalter 329. 

 

September 29 Read Genesis 41:1-13 

 

Israel could never have become a great nation in the land of Canaan. It was too small of a 

country. Israel was too tempted to join with the Canaanites. That is why God sends them to the 

land of Egypt. There, for some 400 years they, according to God’s promise in Genesis 15:13-14, 

will increase and become a great nation. This God works by sending a famine in the land of 

Canaan and making Egypt the only place where food can be found. The dreams of Pharaoh mark 

a turning point in the history of Joseph and of Israel. The dreams bring about the release of the 

righteous Joseph and bring him to a state of glory in Egypt. The dreams also predict the famine 

that will bring the family of Jacob together again and so bring the wicked brothers to repentance 

for their sin of murder. And further, the coming of Jacob and the Israelites to Egypt will be used 

by God to save much people alive (Gen. 50:20), not only during the famine, but also during the 

400 years that will follow the famine. God will bring his nation from conception to birth as a 

nation in the womb of the land of Egypt, and when they are finally constituted as an individual 

nation, God will use them to bring judgment on the wicked Pharaoh and Egypt and also on the 

apostate Canaanitish nations. Sing Psalter 289:8-10. 

 

September 30 Read Genesis 41:14-24 

 

The example of Joseph is clear in this passage again. If Joseph was ever a little proud, that is all 

gone now. Pharaoh asks Joseph if he is able to interpret his dream and Joseph’s answer is, “It is 

not in me, God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.” Joseph’s confession is that whatever we 

do that is good comes from God. Joseph recognizes that his wisdom and ability to interpret 

dreams comes solely from God. In the same way we ought to be humble about the gifts that we 

have from God. In humility we should use them in his service. We should avoid pride and 

praising ourselves for what we can do which others cannot. We should see that we are able to do 

what we do only because God gives us the strength and ability to do it. We should give all praise 

to God for the gifts we have in our pressing of them in his service. Sing Psalter 203. 
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