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In my last article, we considered the dominate effect of music on our culture. Did you 

notice where music is? It’s everywhere! How has this come to be and who is to be credited for a 

good portion of this? Where does music originate? These are some of the things I would like to 

consider in this article. 

Music is a beautiful gift of God: but, as many things, can be used for either good or evil. 

Music can be either in singing or in the use of musical instruments. Music is a part of our nature. 

Although it isn’t mentioned in the Bible, singing, I believe, has been from the beginning. 

Instruments, on the other hand, were invented. Who created these instruments? A wicked man—

from a very wicked race. This man is Jubal, the descendant of Cain, a son of Lamech and Adah 

(Gen. 4:21). Does this mean that we are not to use musical instruments for the glory of God? Of 

course not, the bible is packed full of instances where God’s people sing and use instruments for 

the glory of God. For instance, in Exodus 15, Moses sang to God, and Miriam (the sister of 

Aaron) and all the women of the tribe of Israel “went out after her with timbrels and with 

dances” (vs. 20). Also, the Levites were in charge of the music to be used in the temple, and 

David wrote a book of songs in which he proclaims “Sing aloud unto God our strength: make a 

joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. Take a psalm, and bring hither the timbrel, the pleasant harp 

with the psaltery” (Ps. 81:1, 2). Music must be a part of our worship of God. 

Why then does God use such a wicked man to create such a beautiful thing as 

instruments? Calvin in his commentary on Genesis notes “Moses, however, expressly celebrates 

the remaining benediction of God on that race, which otherwise would have been deemed void 

and barren of all good” (pg. 218). It’s amazing to think that God, through a wicked man, created 

something to praise and glorify himself. If we look around, its amazing to note that God does 

that in many instances! Thinking about that, and reading through that passage in Genesis, makes 

you wonder—does that mean that Adam and Seth’s race were ingenious? No, “but that there 

were, among the sons of Adam, industrious and skillful men, who exercised their diligence in the 

invention and cultivation of arts” (Calvin’s Commentary on the Book of Genesis, pg. 218). I 

think it is important to note, that even though Moses didn’t find it important to write on their 

development in this area, he did, on the other hand, show how these people “called upon the 

name of Jehovah, and walked with God, and preached righteousness” (Unfolding of Covenant 

History, pg 248). They created the songs, chants, and the psalms to go with the instruments. 

They took these instruments and turned them from man’s glory and used them for the honor and 

praise of God. 

The turning of things for man’s glory and using them for God’s glory is done throughout 

history. What I would like to do in my next articles is follow the worship of God in music 

through the church and then compare it to the music of the world in the same era. What makes 

certain music the music of the “world?” and what music is God glorifying? How are the two 

different? and can they be compared? What are some interesting things that can be noted about 

both as they stand the test of time? These are just a few of the questions I would like to expound 

upon in the next few articles. Please consider them and how you answer them. 
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