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Once a year the churches in The Netherlands await with much interest the latest figures 

about the welfare of the various churches in the country, their growth or otherwise. 

The State Reformed Churches, in a period of 150 years (beginning in 1849) have gone 

down from 55% of the Dutch population to only 14%. Again further in 1999 with 1.81%. 

The Synodale Reformed Churches in that year decreased 1.79%; now totaling 12,315 

members. 

Also, the Christian Reformed Churches lost more members in 1999, the Roman Catholics 

went from 38% of the population to 31%. Only the Liberated Reformed Churches continue to 

grow at a constant rate since 1995, reaching 125,783 members. They still build new Churches, 

and buy empty buildings from the Synodale Reformed Churches. The conclusion in general is 

that The Netherlands is loosing and that the anti-Christian movements are gaining in every 

respect. The socialist government, which calls itself “violet” because it is not yet “red” 

(communist), listens politely to opinions and comments from the Churches, but goes its own 

way, destroying the remnants of a Christian society. What was forbidden fifty years ago and 

could bring people to prison, is now allowed, for anybody from twelve years old onward. 

“Frontiers” and “rules” are taken away. Christians become isolated. No God, no 

Commandments. Severely ill people can be killed. Marriages are “old-fashioned,” unless they 

are of the “new” kind, abnormal, sick, pleasing Satan. The Bible-believing Christians and 

Organizations warn in vain (in English they would be called “those who stick to the King James 

Version), but they do their utmost and are not looking on silently. Even so, young people are 

very active in a number of places; also abroad. They are not afraid to show the world to Whom 

they belong, and they receive much support from parents and friends. They remember that saving 

even one sheep is important for God. Well known are the Dutch Evangelization ships “Logos” 

arid “Doulos” which already have traveled around the world for several years, with lectures and 

literature; all with young Christian volunteers. 

        

Originally Published in: 

Vol 60 No 8 August-September 2001 


