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Peter and Dorothy (Jansen) Decker, Jr. became the parents of Prof. Robert Decker on 

August 10, 1940. Prof. Decker was born in East Grand Rapids, Michigan. He was baptized by 

Rev. Herman Hoeksema in First Protestant Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Growing up in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Prof. Decker attended Baldwin Christian School 

(1945-1951) and Adams Street Christian School (1952-1955). He then went to Grand Rapids 

Christian High School where he received his high school diploma in 1958. After he graduated 

from high school, Prof. Decker studied at Calvin College where he received his Bachelor’s 

Degree in 1962. After this, he attended the Protestant Reformed Seminary. 

As he was growing up, Professor Decker enjoyed playing softball, tennis, and basketball. 

He also played the baritone and liked gardening. Now he enjoys boating, traveling, reading and 

yard work. 

Although there were pressures to be accepted and liked by his peers and to do well in 

high school and college, these pressures were not a problem for Prof. Decker. 

In leading Prof. Decker to consider preparing for the ministry, the Lord blessed him with 

a love for Him, His Word, and His church. During a Young People’s Convention, Rev. Marinus 

Schipper took Prof. Decker aside and told him that he ought to prepare himself for the ministry. 

When he graduated from high school and was considering the course of study to pursue in 

college, the Lord led him to ask himself the question, “How can I best serve the Lord in my 

work?” He was faced with the choice between becoming a Christian school teacher or a minister. 

After much prayer and thinking, the Lord led him to pursue the ministry of the Word. Rev. C. 

Hanko was an excellent example for Prof. Decker of a faithful minister of the Word. Prof. 

Decker’s family, and especially his wife, was very pleased and supportive when they learned of 

his desire to prepare for the ministry. 

While he was a high school student, Prof. Decker met and began dating Marilyn K. 

Poelstra. They were married on August 18, 1961, while Prof. Decker was still a college student. 

Without his wife’s help, Prof. Decker feels that he could have never become a minister of the 

Word. The Lord has richly blessed them with one daughter and three sons who are all married to 

godly spouses and all are members of the Protestant Reformed Churches. Prof. and Mrs. Decker 

have been blessed with nine grandchildren. They have experienced the blessing of which Psalm 

128 speaks so eloquently. 

As a seminary student, Prof. Decker remembers Prof. Herman Hoeksema’s lectures on G. 

C. Berkouwer’s book, Divine Election and Prof. Hoeksema’s fine lectures in his Old Testament 

History classes. Prof. Decker also remembers the sheer agony of Practice Preaching. 

Prof. Decker served as pastor of two congregations before he took up his labors in the 

Seminary. He was ordained in 1965 and his first charge was in Doon, Iowa. He labored in Doon 

until 1969 when he was called to labor in South Holland, Illinois. He served in South Holland 

until 1973 when he was appointed Professor of Practical Theology in the Protestant Reformed 

Theological School. 

Prof. Decker enjoyed teaching children of the church in catechism. He says that he is 

impressed that most parents do a very good job of preparing their children for catechism. This is 

a strength of our churches and a reason for profound gratitude to God. 



As a pastor, Prof. Decker has memories of the joy of preaching along with “vivid memories of 

God’s grace, given by means of His Word causing the sick, the dying, the bereaved, the anxious 

and despairing among His saints to triumph, sometimes in very tragic circumstances.” 

At the time of the split of 1953, Prof. Decker was 13 years old. In June, membership of 

First Church went from over 500 families down to 196 families. He still remembers arriving at 

the chapel of Grand Rapids Christian High School that first Sunday morning after the split and 

Prof. George Ophoff was the first person to greet the families. They worshipped at Grand Rapids 

Christian High School for a few years until they were given back their church building on 

Michigan and Fuller. There were 34 students in Prof. Decker’s 8th grade class at Adams and 

only 15 students in his 9th grade class. Adams’ total enrollment dropped from around 350 

students to 115 students. 

Prof. Decker remembers other controversies that we as churches have faced. In First 

Church, several families left because of the controversy surrounding the last months of Rev. 

Herman Hoeksema’s life. Prof. Decker also remembers the controversy between the South 

Holland and Oaklawn, Illinois churches over school issues. 

In his over 35 years of labors, Prof. Decker sees that “serving the Lord in the ministry of 

the Protestant Reformed Churches has been and continues to be a blessed experience.” 

Prof. Decker has advice for young men considering the ministry to be their calling. This 

advice was given to him in a letter from Rev. Gerrit Vos. “Of all the things I counseled you, 

remember this, be humble. There is a humility that is feigned. That is abominable in God’s sight. 

Be humble from the heart and God’s people will bear you up in their arms.” Prof. Decker has 

found this to be true. 

Regarding the lives of our young people, Prof. Decker is encouraged to see a goodly 

number of them remain in our churches, marrying in the Lord, and establishing good covenant 

homes. 
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