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July 1 Read Genesis 20:1-7 

 

After the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham went south to a city called Gerar in the 

land of the Philistines. Once again this hero of faith fell into the same sin to which he succumbed 

in the land of Egypt by introducing his wife as his sister. As a result of this half-truth, Sarah was 

taken into the king’s harem. We may ask, How can this be? How could Abraham participate in 

this subterfuge that would surely lead to terrible consequences? He was to be blamed of course, 

but look at our own lives and actions. How often do we falter in our walk of life, fearing that we 

might be reproached for our faith? God shows us that even the most holy and righteous saints fall 

into sin, and although we may not excuse Abraham’s unbelief, yet it is a comfort to know that 

God in His electing grace shows mercy to us as he did to Abraham. May the preaching of the 

gospel today cause us to fall at the foot of the cross pleading only the merits of our Savior as the 

ground of our redemption. Sing Psalter 280:1-3. 

 

July 2 Read Genesis 20:8-18 

 

It is always a sad thing when the world has occasion to reprove the child of God for some sinful 

word or deed. Sarah and Abraham both received and deserved this reproof from Abimelech. 

Instead of relying on God to protect and care for them as He so often demonstrated in the past, 

Abraham succumbed to a lack of faith in God by betraying his wife. We must not place 

Abimelech on a pedestal as if he was blameless in this event. Abimelech had a wife, and 

although he was a king, had no right to seek more for his carnal desires. We must learn from this 

to avoid all manner of deceit, lies, and half-truths. Complicity in evil always has consequences. It 

brings shame to the Church and the cause of the Lord. God turned away this sin and He also 

forgives our sins in the way of repentance and forsaking them. It is all of grace, undeserved 

grace, for the sake of Christ. Cling to Him in faith and strive to walk in godliness. Sing Psalter 

362. 

 

July 3 Read Genesis 21:1-8 

 

A great and joyous event is revealed to us in this passage. A son is born to Sarah and Abraham. It 

is a wonder of grace, a miracle child to be sure, as we read in Hebrews 11 that Sarah “was 

delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised." 

God always keeps His word. His promises never fail. It is so comforting to the church to know 

that although man’s efforts are vain, God’s ways are sure and He sovereignly maintains His 

covenant. Isaac is a type of the spiritual children of Abraham (Gal. 4:28). He is a child of the 

promise, a fruit of faith, and points to the greatest Wonder Child of all—our Lord Jesus Himself, 

born to a virgin. Parents, do you realize what a blessing it is to bring forth seed of the covenant? 

Young people, do you realize what a privilege is yours to be born in a covenant home? Are you 

ever sullen or angry when parents or elders admonish you for a rebellious attitude or behavior at 

times? Listen to them, pray for the grace of obedience and thank God for your place in the 

church. Sing Psalter 213:1-3. 



 

July 4 Read Genesis 21:9-13 

 

We read here of the pending removal of Ishmael and his mother from the home of Abraham. The 

occasion was the mocking of Isaac by Ishmael which Sarah herself observed. We are not told in 

what form this mocking took place, but it obviously consisted of ridicule and jeers of disrespect 

directed at Isaac. Sarah insists that Abraham send them away and although Abraham was greatly 

troubled at this, God approved it and confirmed it to Abraham. In Galatians 4 this event is 

allegorized to show the contrast between natural and spiritual Israel. Some commentators 

maintain that Ishmael was a reprobate because of the contrast, while others hold that according to 

Gen. 17:20 he was elect, although the covenant line continued in Isaac. But God in His wisdom 

determined that Isaac was to be reared in an environment of spiritual peace and harmony. This is 

also what we must strive for in our homes that an atmosphere of peace and brotherly kindness 

may prevail. Sing Psalter 360. 

 

July 5 Read Genesis 21:14-21 

 

In obedience to God’s command, Abraham sends Hagar and her son Ishmael away and they 

wandered in the wilderness. On the surface this may appear cruel, but they were not driven out as 

fugitives. The desert can be an inhospitable place to live, but Hagar and Ishmael had Egyptian 

blood flowing in their veins and were no strangers to this environment. However, the water, 

which Abraham had furnished, ran out and Hagar in desperation placed Ishmael in a shady spot 

and gave him up to die. Didn’t she remember God’s promise to her that He would make of 

Ishmael a great nation? It appears not. But God’s promises never fail. His angel appeared to her 

saying, “fear not,” and miraculously provided water; and God was with the lad so he could grow 

and develop in that land. We may expect broken promises from men. The Lord’s promise that He 

will be a God to us and to our seed forever, will not, and cannot be broken. Trust in Him alone 

and by faith cling to that promise. Sing Psalter 416:4, 5. 

 

July 6 Read Genesis 21:22-34 

 

We read that Abimelech proposed a covenant of peace with Abraham. By experience he knew 

that God was with him. Abimelech had earlier seen the visitation from God when he took Sarah. 

He knew that Abraham was empowered to beget a son in his old age and also that he possessed 

over three hundred servants who were experienced in battle. Abraham agrees to this covenant of 

friendship, and in the process reproves Abimelech for violently stealing a well of water. In the 

providence of God, we too live in an ungodly world and daily we deal with its citizens. We may 

never compromise our principles, but as Romans 12:18 instructs us: “If it be possible, as much as 

lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” Then we read that Abraham called on the name of the 

Lord, the everlasting God. This name denotes the eternity of God. It is difficult for us mortals to 

comprehend eternity. This is just one of the awesome attributes of our great God. He is also our 

Father for Christ’s sake and loves us in Him. Because of that love, we are enabled to love Him 

and our neighbor. Cherish that love, people of God, and strive to cultivate it. Sing Psalter 252. 

 

July 7 Read Genesis 22:1-8 

 



We have seen instances when Abraham’s faith was very weak, especially when on two occasions 

he introduced Sarah as his sister instead of his wife. Our passage today shows Abraham at the 

pinnacle of his faith. God directed him to sacrifice his son Isaac for a burnt offering at a distant 

mountain and he immediately complied by rising early and setting out on this journey. Just think 

for a moment of the implications of obeying this command. Isaac was a miracle child born to his 

parents in their old age. He was the child of the promise through whom the line of the covenant 

would continue until it culminated in the promised seed, Christ Himself. How could the Messiah 

come if Isaac was sacrificed? Abraham had to wrestle with these problems for three days, yet he 

put his trust in Jehovah, believing that God was able to raise Isaac from the dead. A most severe 

test of his faith, but it was God’s work from beginning to end. Abraham’s faith was purified and 

is an example for us to walk always in obedience to God’s commands, not counting the cost, 

knowing that He will sustain us. Sing Psalter 356:1, 2. 

 

July 8 Read Genesis 22:9-14 

 

Not only was Abraham completely reconciled to God’s command to offer up Isaac, but Isaac 

himself was submissive and obedient, even though physically he could have resisted and 

overpowered his father. This is evidence of a believer’s obedience and speaks well of godly 

covenant training. As the knife in Abraham’s hand was poised to slay Isaac, God counters His 

command and said “Lay not thine hand upon the lad…for now I know that thou fearest God.” 

Did God not know before this that Abraham’s faith would hold firm? O yes, because it was 

God’s work, but Abraham must experience this test personally. Abraham also knew that Isaac 

could not be a burnt offering for sin, and so in faith he had said, “God will provide a lamb.” God 

did just that. The ram provided on the mountain was a type of the perfect sacrificial Lamb Who 

bore our sins on His cross. As you hear that blessed gospel proclaimed today, thank God for this 

vicarious atonement and marvel at God’s great love for us. Sing Psalter 109. 

 

July 9 Read Genesis 22:15-24 

 

Did you realize that you are mentioned in this passage of Scripture and that wonderful promises 

are given to you? No, you are not mentioned by your name, but as covenant children, young 

people, and adults incorporated into the covenant of grace, you are the spiritual seed of Abraham. 

The angel of the Lord renewed the covenant with Abraham after the test of faith on Mt. Moriah. 

He promised rich blessings, which included innumerable descendants, incorporation of believers 

from all nations into the covenant and that his seed would possess the gate of his enemies. This is 

an interesting and picturesque figure of speech. The gate of a city had to be extremely strong and 

well protected, and so it became a figure of the whole city itself. If the gate gave way, the city 

would fall. God will protect His people and give them the spiritual victory over their enemies. 

The chapter closes with some family history of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, who begat twelve 

sons. One of them, Bethuel, was the father of Rebekah. Our covenant heritage is rich and 

precious. Let us appreciate it, promote it, and thank our covenant God for His faithfulness. Sing 

Psalter 338:1, 4. 

 

July 10 Read Genesis 23:1-2 

 



A sad event is recorded for us in these two verses. It is the death of Sarah. How many of you 

know that she is the only woman whose age is mentioned in Scripture? It’s quite possible that 

Scripture pays this tribute to her because she held an important place in the history of the church. 

She accompanied Abraham from the time they left Ur of the Chaldees and intimately shared his 

wanderings and hardships for nearly a hundred years. She rejoiced in the promise of God and is 

set forth in the New Testament as an example of all God-fearing wives (I Peter 3:6). Is it any 

wonder that we read that Abraham wept and mourned for her? Marriage is the closest bond in 

life and only those who have experienced the loss of a mate can know the heartache and loss it 

brings. We don’t read of Isaac’s grief here, but we see later that he was comforted after his 

mother’s death upon his marriage to Rebekah. They didn’t mourn without hope, to be sure, and 

neither do we, but, dear readers, cherish your mates, your parents and all your loved ones and 

appreciate them as wonderful gifts from God. Sing Psalter 281:1-4. 

 

July 11 Read Genesis 23:3-16 

 

Abraham must make preparations for the burial of Sarah. We read that he stood up from before 

his dead and spoke to the sons of Heth in order to acquire a place to bury Sarah. Although 

Abraham had lived in the land of Canaan for over fifty years, he did not as yet own so much as a 

square foot of ground in it. The sons of Heth were descendants of Canaan, the son of Ham, and 

therefore members of a cursed race. Abraham lived apart from these Canaanites although they 

knew of him. He did not seek their friendship, nevertheless he was courteous to them and they 

obviously respected him. They offered to Abraham a burial spot of his choice as a gift, but he 

would have none of it since he was determined not to be obligated to them. The alternative was 

to pay full price for the land, and this he insisted upon and recorded the transaction publicly. 

Abraham maintained the antithesis that God ordained from almost the very beginning of history. 

We must learn from this. Although we are in the world and must conduct our business with 

them, yet we must not cultivate their friendship, must not mingle with them socially, but rather 

seek the company of God’s people. Sing Psalter 323:1-4. 

 

July 12 Read Genesis 23:17-20 

 

We saw yesterday that Abraham purchased land from the Canaanites for a family burial plot. The 

piece of land that he chose was carefully selected, namely the cave of Machpelah which lay at 

the very end of Ephron’s land. The name Machpelah means “the double” and could refer to a 

cave with two chambers. However, it more accurately refers to the field in which the cave was 

located and then it could possible mean “the separated place." It was a spot as isolated as 

possible from the Canaanites and Abraham in choosing a final resting place for himself and his 

family was determined to remain a separate people in death as in life. One more evidence of 

Abraham’s faith was his choice of the land of Canaan for his grave. The earthly Canaan which 

was promised to Abraham’s seed was a type of the heavenly Canaan, the glorious eternal home 

of all God’s saints. Note too that he buried his dead. We must do that too. We do not cremate our 

dead in rejection of the hope of the Christian. Burial is biblical and comforting. We are sown a 

natural body and raised a spiritual body. What a glorious work of God upon which to rest our 

hope. Sing Psalter 28:1, 3, 4. 

 

July 13 Read Genesis 24:1-9 



 

Isaac was forty years old and still single. This is not such an uncommon situation and quite 

understandable as it pertained to Isaac. First of all, being a pious and God-fearing man, he did 

not try to seek a wife from the idolatrous Canaanites; secondly, he still deeply mourned the death 

of his mother; and thirdly, he bowed to the custom of parents who would make every effort to 

secure a proper mate for their children. Abraham was determined to seek a wife for Isaac from 

his own godly kindred that the covenant line could be perpetuated. His most trusted servant was 

summoned to fulfill this task, and made to swear an oath that he would not deviate from 

Abraham’s instructions. The servant at first was apprehensive forseeing the possibility that a 

young woman might not agree to come back with him. Abraham, with great faith, responds that 

God would prosper his journey. Young people, who desire to marry, this is not the custom today, 

but it has much to be said for it. Is your primary motive in seeking a mate a pretty face and figure 

or a handsome profile? Seek your parent’s guidance, ask the Lord to direct you, for if you go to 

Him, His gifts are always good and your marriage will be blest. Sing Psalter 100:1, 2. 

 

July 14 Read Genesis 24:10-21 

 

Abraham’s servant begins his journey to Nahor where Abraham’s kindred lived and, true to his 

oath, did not turn aside to the residents of Canaan. His entourage included ten camels, men 

servants and costly gifts of jewels and raiment. Upon arriving at the edge of the city, he stopped 

by a well of water and prayed to the Lord to prosper his journey and show mercy to his master 

Abraham. What an example for us to follow every day! Prayer is necessary for every Christian 

because we confess in L.D. 45 of our Heidelberg Catechism that “it is the chief part of 

thankfulness which God requires of us: and also because God will give his grace and Holy Spirit 

to those only, who with sincere desires continually ask them of him, and are thankful for them.” 

Abraham’s servant stood there in wonder as his prayer was being answered before his very eyes 

when God sent Rebekah in conformance to his specific request. God doesn’t always give us what 

we feel we desire, but He always gives us what He knows is good for us. God had sovereignly 

determined Rebekah to be Isaac’s wife and in His inscrutable wisdom also used the godly prayer 

of Abraham’s servant to accomplish this. Sing Psalter 339:1-3. 

 

July 15 Read Genesis 24:22-32 

 

Yesterday we read that Abraham’s servant stood in silent awe when God sent Rebekah in answer 

to his prayer. He now presents her with golden earrings and bracelets and questions her further to 

determine just whose daughter she is. She identified herself as the daughter of Bethuel, who was 

Abraham’s nephew, and her mother’s name was Milcah, the proper wife of Bethuel. She further 

invites him to her parent’s home, assuring him of ample room and provender, and then ran to tell 

her family what had transpired. Laban, her brother, when he saw her costly jewelry was the first 

to return to the well. This perhaps reveals something of his covetous nature that we read about in 

later chapters, but he accompanies Abraham’s servant and his company to their house. We want 

to consider for a moment the reaction of Abraham’s servant at the well when Rebekah told him 

who she was. He bowed his head and worshipped the Lord and spoke these beautiful words 

“Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham.” He too was a believer and couldn’t help but 

praise and worship his God. Many of you also will take these words upon your lips in divine 

worship today: “Now blessed be Jehovah God, the God of Israel, Who only doeth wondrous 



works in glory that excel.” May these words echo in your heart in constant praise to Him. Sing 

Psalter 197:1, 2. 

 

July 16 Read Genesis 24:33-49 

 

Before Abraham’s servant would partake of the meal that had been set before him in the home of 

Bethuel, he said that he would not eat until he told them the reason for his coming. His errand 

there was the Lord’s business and his priorities were in the proper order. First I will state my 

errand, he says and then I will enjoy earthly blessings. How about your priorities, dear reader? 

Children, do you wait until the day of catechism to study and learn your lesson? Young people, 

do you put off writing that article or assignment or study your society lesson because pleasure 

interferes? And do you conduct your personal devotions when you are so tired that they are not 

meaningful to you? We hope and trust that this is not the case. It certainly wasn’t with 

Abraham’s servant. He told them his business and all that transpired on his journey, stressing 

how he pleaded with God to prosper his way. He declared to them that the Lord Himself led him 

to Rebekah and how could they possibly not recognize His hand in this and refuse his request. 

He concluded by asking them to consider this with truth and kindness, and if not he would turn 

in another direction. We will read of their reply tomorrow, the Lord willing. Sing Psalter 112:1, 

2. 

 

July 17 Read Genesis 24:50-53 

 

As soon as Abraham’s servant finished stating the reason for his coming there, and how 

providentially he was led to Rebekah, both Laban and Bethuel immediately answered “The thing 

proceedeth from the Lord: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good.” The Lord had spoken in 

clear unmistakable speech, and they give their consent for Rebekah to become Isaac’s wife. 

Again we see how Abraham’s servant responded in faith by worshipping God, even bowing 

himself to the earth. He then proceeds to give costly gifts to Rebekah, to her mother, and to her 

brother to confirm the engagement. Only after this did he eat and drink and have fellowship with 

them. Young people, we cannot stress strongly enough to follow the Lord’s guidance in seeking 

your life’s mate. I have often pondered why young persons must make perhaps the most 

important decision of their lives, namely acquiring a mate, when they are, as a rule, relatively 

young and sometimes immature. Yet the Lord is pleased to do just that. Follow your parent’s and 

pastor’s wise advice and counsel in this matter, young people, make it a matter of prayer, and 

you will reap a harvest of blessing. Sing Psalter 185: 1, 3. 

 

July 18 Read Genesis 24:54-60 

 

The very next morning after receiving permission from Rebekah’s parents for her to become 

Isaac’s bride, Abraham’s servant is determined to return to Canaan with her. Her brother and 

mother requested a delay of at least ten days before they could depart, but Abraham’s servant 

would not agree to that, so Rebekah is consulted to see if she was willing to leave at once. We 

read that she simply said, “I will go.” This certainly takes place according to the counsel of God. 

He had eternally determined this woman for that man. We don’t know Rebekah’s age, but 

tradition claims that she was fourteen years old. We believe this was an act of faith on her part. 

She had to leave all that was dear to her, go to live in strange surroundings, and marry a man she 



had never met. Convinced that this was the Lord’s will, she said, “I will go.” Young people can 

you answer in like manner when you feel God is placing upon your heart a special calling? And 

particularly, you, young men, if you have the qualifications and calling to enter the ministry, 

consider it most prayerfully and then answer, “I will go.” Sing Psalter 109. 

 

July 19 Read Genesis 24:61-67 

 

This passage records the happy culmination of all the events relating to the seeking and finding 

the God ordained bride for Isaac. God in His providence directed every detail in this process so 

that now the bridegroom and bride are ready to meet each other. Isaac went out to meditate in the 

field at eventide. We are not told his thoughts, but can surmise that he reviewed his life thus far, 

including his miraculous birth, his place in the covenant line of redemption, the memory of his 

dear mother, and now his waiting for a bride. He saw God’s gracious dealings and thankfully 

communed with Him. The caravan approaches and when Rebekah sees Isaac at a distance, she 

respectfully dismounts from her camel, covering herself with a veil. After the servant told Isaac 

all the details of his journey, Isaac takes Rebekah into his mother’s tent and she became his wife. 

We read that he loved her and was comforted after his mother’s death. When we wait for God’s 

leading in our lives and walk in submission and obedience to His will, we are blessed and 

comforted and possess true peace. Sing Psalter 101:1, 4, 5. 

 

July 20 Read Genesis 25:1-6 

 

Abraham was one hundred forty years old at the time of Isaac’s marriage and now we see that he 

takes to himself a wife by the name of Keturah. Commentators disagree as to whether this 

happened during Sarah’s lifetime yet, or after her death. We prefer the latter view for this would 

appear more consistent with Scripture’s testimony of his faith. He fathered six sons with Keturah 

and when they were of age, he gave them gifts and sent them away from Isaac to the east country 

in northern Arabia. They were not of the covenant line, although God had His people in some of 

the later generations, for we read of Midian, Ephah, and Sheba in Isaiah as true believers. And so 

we see that the line of election and reprobation cuts through families and congregations. There is 

nothing more heartrending than to see in our families or churches one who shows no evidence of 

the work of grace in his or her heart, even though they were brought up in the sphere of the 

covenant. We know that God as the Sovereign Potter has the right and the power to make some 

vessels of honor and others to dishonor, and then we leave it in His hands, praying always for 

submission to His will. Sing Psalter 139:1, 5, 6. 

 

July 21 Read Genesis 25:7-11 

 

This passage tells about the death and burial of Abraham, one of the greatest patriarchs of the 

Old Testament, and fitly called the father of believers. He died at the age of 175 years, an old 

man, as Scripture says, and full of years. God made his years to be full of everything that life had 

to offer. Isaac and Ishmael, his sons, buried him in the cave of Machpelah by Sarah his wife. We 

also read this statement, that he “was gathered to his people." Who were his people to whom he 

was gathered, we might ask? God spoke long before of two peoples and He divided the entire 

human race that ever was, and will be, into two groups. The line of the antithesis divides all 

people according to eternal predestination into elect or reprobate. Abraham, in the mercy of God, 



was a believer and therefore his soul was gathered into the company of all the elect in glory. 

Who are your people, dear reader, and with whom do you expect to be gathered when you pass 

from this earthly life? Thanks be to God who beholds us in Christ Jesus, our Savior and 

Redeemer. Let us ever echo the words of the songwriter: “Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to 

Thy cross I cling.” Sing Psalter 377:1, 2, 6. 

 

July 22 Read Genesis 25:12-18 

 

The genealogy and death of Ishmael is recorded in this passage and true to God’s word, Ishmael 

was the father of great nations. God promised both Hagar before he was born, and Abraham after 

he was born, that Ishmael’s seed would be multiplied exceedingly and that he would beget 

twelve princes. These are the nations of Arabia and not in the covenant line. However, we read in 

Isaiah 60:7 that certain of his posterity, namely Kedar and Nebaioth, were gathered into the true 

church. Ishmael died at the age of 137 and we read of him as we did of Abraham that he “was 

gathered to his people.” God’s promises will not, and cannot fail. He establishes His covenant 

with believers and their seed and is pleased to incorporate into this covenant the Rahabs, the 

Ruths and the Gentiles, one organic unity, the Church which He loves from all eternity. For this 

church Christ died. As a living member of that church, humbly thank God and strive to walk in 

obedience to Him. Sing Psalter 207:1, 3, 4. 

 

July 23 Read Genesis 25:19-23 

 

Isaac and Rebekah were married for twenty years and as yet had no children, although God had 

promised to his father Abraham that his seed would be as the stars in multitude and that in Isaac 

the covenant line would develop. Isaac properly resorted to the Lord in prayer, and the Lord was 

intreated of him so that Rebekah became pregnant. Because of an unusual and intensive struggle 

of the unborn children in her womb, Rebekah asked the Lord what was the meaning of it. We all 

know that the Lord revealed not only that she conceived twins, but that contrary to human logic, 

the elder would serve the younger, and that two nations, one elect and the other reprobate, would 

be born from her. Thus we see divine predestination of all men, determined by a just and 

sovereign God from all eternity. This is a fearful doctrine to the unbeliever, but gives 

unspeakable comfort to the believer and makes him “willing and ready henceforth to live unto 

Him.” (Heid. Cat. L.D. 1) Sing Psalter 86:1-3. 

 

July 24 Read Genesis 25:24-28 

 

This passage covers the period during which the twins, Esau and Jacob, were born and how they 

developed in opposite directions as they reached manhood. Even at their birth, Jacob grasped the 

heel of Esau who was born first. Neither of the boys was similar in appearance, occupation, or 

spirituality as God had foretold. Esau was a man of the field, a rugged and cunning hunter, caring 

only for the things of the flesh, while Jacob was a plain quiet man who feared God. Isaac loved 

Esau. Rebekah loved Jacob. Favoritism in families is deplorable even though Rebekah’s motive 

was good and Isaac’s not. We read that Isaac loved Esau because he could eat of his venison, and 

he was quite possibly a jovial outgoing person as well, but a God-fearing saint should not be 

devoted to another for purely earthly reasons. Let us be more like Rebekah seeking out those 

who demonstrate a quiet spirit and a godly attitude. Sing Psalter 27:1, 2. 



 

July 25 Read Genesis 25:29-34 

 

Have you ever been so hungry that you were ready to faint? There were times I’m sure that you 

were ravenously hungry, but hardly to the point of fainting. Scripture tells us that Esau returned 

from the field and was famished with hunger when he encountered Jacob his brother cooking a 

delicious smelling stew. Jacob took advantage of Esau’s intense hunger and insisted that Esau 

sell to him his birthright in exchange for food, even demanding an oath to confirm it. This of 

course is not to Jacob’s credit even though to him the birthright meant most importantly the 

bestowal of the covenantal blessings of Jehovah. Esau readily agreed, so he ate and went his way 

and showed how little he cared for his birthright. Young people, God has given you a great 

birthright. Most of you were born into covenant homes. Cherish this blessing and ask God to 

keep you faithful in this blessed heritage. Sing Psalter 337:1-3. 

 

July 26 Read Genesis 26:1-5 

 

Isaac was dwelling at this time near to the Philistines at Gerar, when the Lord in His providence 

sent a famine in the land. Following the example of his father Abraham, Isaac resolved to go 

down into Egypt but was forbidden to do so by the Lord, Who told him to remain in the land 

where he was. The Lord then graciously repeated the covenant promise made to his father 

Abraham that He would bless him in this land and multiply his seed and that his seed would 

possess this very land. Isaac was a man who generally was meek, patient and trusting, although 

he certainly displayed some grave errors and sinful acts. But who of us can really point an 

accusing finger at him when we look at our own sins and weaknesses? In obedience to the Lord, 

he stayed in the land of Canaan, trusting Him to supply his needs. We too are not immune to the 

attractions and offers of a better job and higher standard of living that would take us away from 

our church and fellow saints. Let us listen to the words of our Savior in Matthew 16:26 “For 

what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” Sing Psalter 

321:1-4. 

 

July 27 Read Genesis 26:6-11 

 

By dwelling near to the Philistines in Gerar instead of sojourning in the land apart from its 

wicked inhabitants, Isaac exposes his family to the dangers that accompany such a move. Just as 

Abraham lapsed in his faith by fearing for his life in the midst of a worldly city, so did Isaac. 

Once again the cause was a beautiful wife whom Isaac introduced as his sister, thereby 

presenting her as an unattached person. However, in spite of this deception, the Lord saw to it 

that nothing happened to her until one day the king observed that their relationship was not that 

of brother and sister, but of husband and wife. Finding out this was true, the king reprimanded 

Isaac and charged his people not to touch Isaac or his wife. Isaac was a man respected and feared 

by the Philistines as we see later in this chapter, but what a humiliating experience, and justly so, 

to be admonished by a worldly king, exposing lies and cowardice on Isaac’s part. We must love 

the truth, speak the truth, and “avoid all sorts of lies and deceit, as the proper works of the devil.” 

(Heid. Cat. L.D. 112). Sing Psalter 335:1 & 2. 

 

July 28 Read Genesis 26:12-22 



 

After the shameful episode with the king of the Philistines, Isaac was restored by the Lord and 

entered a period of prosperity. We read that Isaac sowed seed and experienced a bountiful 

harvest of one hundredfold. God blessed Isaac with great possessions of flocks, herds and 

servants, so when we add all this to the riches his father left him, he was a force to be reckoned 

with, and the Philistines now envied him. As a result of this evil jealousy, they filled up the wells 

that rightly belonged to Isaac and strove for others that Isaac’s servants had dug in an attempt to 

evict him from their country. Water was a precious commodity then as now, and necessary to 

sustain life. Isaac most likely could have reclaimed the wells by physical force, but chose not to 

do so. So he moved again and dug another well until the inhabitants of the land ceased to bother 

him, and he thankfully praises God for His gracious provision. Isaac sought water for his 

physical sustenance, to be sure, but we believe that by faith he saw it as a picture of the Water of 

Life that he desired and for which we too must seek. Prepare yourself today so that on the 

morrow you may properly drink of that Living Water. Sing Psalter 114:1, 7, 10. 

 

July 29 Read Genesis 26:23-25 

 

Isaac moved once again to Beersheba, the former residence of Abraham. This was quite a 

distance from Gerar, but still in the land of the Philistines. The Lord there appeared to Isaac and 

spoke words, which were wonderful to hear. He exclaimed, “I am the God of Abraham thy 

father,” implying that He is also Isaac’s God, and that Abraham is not dead, but living. He again 

confirms the covenant promise that He will bless Isaac and multiply his seed and that he has no 

cause to fear. In response, Isaac built an altar and called upon the name of the Lord. He 

reconsecrated himself and his household to the Lord’s service and worshiped Him. Shall we not 

do the same today in divine worship and call on the name of the Lord in prayer? We no longer 

sacrifice at altars because Christ Himself was the perfect and final sacrifice for sin. But surely as 

priests, we consecrate our lives and present ourselves as living sacrifices of thanksgiving to Him. 

May you truly be blessed today under the preaching of that glorious gospel of salvation. Sing 

Psalter 374:1, 2, 5. 

 

July 30 Read Genesis 26:26-33 

 

Isaac received a visit from Abimelech, the Philistine king, accompanied by a friend and the chief 

captain of his army. Isaac was not impressed and said “Why do you come to me since you hate 

me and sent me away?” They state the purpose of their visit, namely, a joint peace treaty, and 

answered that they had sent him away in peace, did not touch him and did nothing but good to 

him. This latter was not true of course because they filled up and stole the wells of Isaac and 

strove with his herdsmen. They preface all this by stating, “We saw certainly that the Lord was 

with thee.” In spite of themselves they could see that Jehovah was with Isaac, and therefore 

friendly relations with him would be to their advantage. Isaac, in response made them a feast, 

and after they jointly swore oaths of peace, the Philistines departed. How does the world view 

your conduct, people of God? Do they see in you, as Abimelech did in Isaac, that you are a child 

of God? Give no occasion for them to blaspheme the name of the Lord by your behavior, but let 

them see a walk consistent with your holy calling. Sing Psalter 98:1, 3, 4. 

 

July 31 Read Genesis 26:34-35 



 

This chapter closes with the sad history of Esau’s bigamous marriage with Judith, the daughter of 

Beeri the Hittite and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite. Then we read the pathos filled 

words “which were a grief of mind to Isaac and Rebekah.” Another translation reads “they made 

life bitter for Isaac and Rebekah." This was undoubtedly intensified when he married a third wife 

who was the daughter of Ishmael. Esau, we know, despised his birthright and had no use for God 

and His word. To marry in the Lord for the sake of His covenant held no interest for him. We 

understand of course that this was the way eternally determined for him. Despite the fact that he 

was brought up in a godly home, he willingly and purposely disregarded God’s commandments. 

Young people, you are your parent’s greatest joy when you walk and marry in the Lord. You can 

also be their greatest grief when you marry outside of the church or walk in sin. Pray daily for 

guidance and grace to live a holy life and in that way you will experience the blessings of God. 

Sing Psalter 278:1, 4, 5. 
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