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I.    Introduction 

A.   An area of Christian living and relationships we seldom discuss at length is that of the 

Christian and politics. 

1.   Perhaps because the subject is often so controversial, that we think it best to avoid it. 

Or because we judge politics to be necessarily “dirty,” and therefore believe we must 

avoid it. 

2.   And maybe too, because we think this area of life is not all that relevant to us as 

young people. When we get older perhaps, but not at this point in our lives. 

B.   Yet we ought to face and discuss this area of our Christian walk in this world. 

1.   We ought to because there is much confusion and controversy relating to this subject. 

There are wrong views concerning the Christian’s relation to government and politics. 

2.   We ought to because God’s Word speaks to it. 

a.   God tells us that our relation to government and political matters is important. 

b.   God guides us into a right understanding of our calling. If He speaks to it, we 

must listen and obey. 

3.   We ought to because it is relevant to our lives as young people. 

a.   We confront political issues in the news. 

b.   We confront political issues in high school and college, as well as in everyday 

life. 

c.   This becomes more so the older we become. It is good to lay a good foundation of 

understanding and action early, so that we may learn to live properly in this area of 

our lives. 

 

II.   The Role of Government and the Calling of the Christian In General Toward Political 

Institutions and People 

A.   We believe that government is ordained of God and is His authority. 

1.   Prov. 8:15,16; Daniel 2:20, 21, 37; Matthew 22:17-21; 28:18; John 19:10, 11; Rom. 

13:1-7; Titus 3:1; I Peter 2:13-17; Heid. Cat., Lord’s Day 39, Q&A 104; Belgic 

Confession, Art. 36 

a.   What is authority? What basic Reformed doctrine is implied in it? What serious 

implication does this have for us? 

b.   In what area(s) does government have authority? Or, what powers does God give 

to government? Federal level? State? Local? 

c.   What does it mean that the government has the sword-power? Does this 

necessarily include capital punishment? 

d.   What is the basic purpose or role of government? 

2.   In the light of this truth we must understand our calling. 

a.   What does God require of us as we live under government? Use the texts above. 

b.   Are there any exceptions to this calling? I.e., may the Christian ever refuse to do 

what the government requires? Cf. Daniel 2; Acts 4:18-20; 5:29 



c.   May the Christian protest government policies and laws? If so, in what way? 

Letter-writing? Picketing? Lobbyists? Withholding tax money? 

d.   Do Christians ever have the right to rebel against their political leaders? May we 

seek to overthrow a government? Again, use the list of texts above. 

3.   There is yet another calling we have toward government–to pray for our leaders: I 

Timothy 2:1-4. 

a.   How should we do this? What should we pray for with regard to them? 

b.   May we pray for their salvation? 

c.   May we pray for the wicked to be overthrown? Find examples in Scripture of the 

church praying for vengeance on her political enemies. cf. Acts 4:24-30. 

B.   We ought to return to the role of government and consider some specific questions. 

1.   Specifically, the government’s relation to the church and the Christian faith. 

a.   Should our government uphold the 2nd table of the law? In what way? 

b.   Now, should our government uphold the 1st table of the law? In what way? 

Consider the implications. Read the 36th article of the Belgic Confession again. What 

did the Reformers believe about this? 

c.   Now read the footnote to Art. 36. Do you agree with this? I.e., do you believe the 

separation of church and state? Wouldn’t we want a Christian government? Do we 

really want our government to tolerate all religions? 

2.   Consider also the role of government in other areas. 

a.   What do you think of the government promoting vouchers for people to send their 

children to private schools, such as our own PR schools? Why or why not? Does the 

government have any role in the education of its citizens? 

b.   What is your judgment of Pres. G. Bush’s “faith-based initiatives” program? 

Should our diaconates accept money to help the poor, etc. among us? Why or why 

not? 

 

III. The Christian’s Involvement in Politics 

A.   We need to face the matter of the Reformed believer’s participation in the political arena. 

1.   We need to discuss whether or not a Christian may serve in government. 

a.   Is it God’s will that His people hold public office and serve Him and society in 

this way? Are there examples in the Bible of believers who served in government 

positions? Do these examples encourage us to be involved or show that it ought not 

be done? What about the fact that government is usually an instrument of satan and 

the kingdom of darkness? 

b.   Why don’t more of our members seek a political office? Are there spiritual 

dangers in running for and holding public office? Are these so great that it would lead 

us to say we should not pursue any office? Do you know of any Christians currently 

in office whose service is commendable? 

c.   Are there other ways a believer can serve in government? Name some ways. 

2.   We also need to discuss the Christian’s involvement in the political process. 

a.   Is it proper for a believer to work for the election of certain candidates for public 

office? If so, to what degree? And how (i.e., what means are proper?)? 

b.   Is it proper for a Christian to work for a PAC (Political Action Committee) or a 

lobbyist group? Why or why not? 



c.   Is it proper to work for other conservative political groups, such as those who 

work to defend constitutional rights, tax reform, etc.? 

B.   Finally, we should discuss the matter of voting. 

1.   In our constitutional republic we citizens are given the privilege of being involved in 

the political process in this way. 

a.   Is it our duty to vote, or is it merely a matter of personal preference? Why or why 

not? 

b.   Should we only vote for Christian candidates? Why or why not? 

c.   What current issues are a “litmus test” for you in determining whom you would 

vote for? 

2.   What important truths must we keep in mind while we are involved any area of 

politics? 

a.   Psalm 118:9, 10; 146:3-5. 

b.   II Thess. 2:1-12 & Rev. 13 with Rev. 19:11ff. 

          

Originally Published in: 

Vol 60 No 7 July 2001 


