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May 1 Read Genesis 1:1-8 

 

In the beginning is the way the Bible and the book of Genesis begins. Some have declared the 

first part of this book not needed for the church of today. But this book of the Bible was given to 

the church of all ages to teach them about the beginning of many things. We see the beginning of 

the world of course. We do not need endless space shuttles and expensive telescopes in order to 

discover the origin of all things. It is written right here in this book in language so plain that even 

the youngest of children can tell us about the origin of the universe. We can and do find the 

origin of time. Time as it is expressed today was set forth on the first day of creation. God put all 

of the universe in motion for us to use to “glorify and enjoy Him forever.” Let us do that and let 

us remember to study “In the beginning…” Sing Psalter 404:1-2. 

 

May 2 Read Genesis 1:9-19 

 

On the first day of creation God created the light. This light is needed for the products of the 

second day—plants. The process of photosynthesis began on the second day as the plants soaked 

in the light and used it to produce glucose and oxygen. God’s creation was a working creation. 

Those plants form the basis for all food chains today. On the fourth day He gave to us the sun, 

moon and stars. I encourage you to consider these heavenly bodies as they proclaim not only the 

glory of God but also the way of salvation for us. Look to the plants and stars and find the glory 

of the Lord proclaimed from day to day. Sing Psalter 404:3-5. 

 

May 3 Read Genesis 1:20-25 

 

As God created He saw that it was good. We find this pronouncement after many of acts of 

creation. It was not man’s pronouncement on God’s work. It was His own. It was good because it 

fit the purpose for which He made it, that is, to glorify Him. We also find four little words at the 

end of verse 24: “and it was so.” There was no process begun so that in a few years one organism 

evolved into another. No, when God spake it happened even as He spake! In John 1 we read, “In 

the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. God’s Word 

was powerful because it was He. The powerful Word of creation placed each animal on the face 

of the earth in its own place as we are told in the Belgic Confession Article 12. (I encourage you 

to look at that article.) Each animal, large and small, was created to proclaim God’s glory in the 

way that it lives. Let us find out those proclamations of His glory as we consider the creation 

daily. Sing Psalter 14:1-4. 

 

May 4 Read Genesis 1:26-31 

 

On the final day of creation God created its crown—man. After readying the whole earth, God 

placed upon it man. Man with the two-fold command: subdue and have dominion over the 

creation and be fruitful and multiply. Are we carrying out our God-given calling? Even though 

sin has ruined the perfection of creation, we are still commanded to be stewards over it. We must 



not waste what God has given to us. We must use it to His glory. We must not be concerned 

about overpopulation; we must bring forth the covenant seed to fill the quiver God has given to 

us. God has given to us a calling on and in His creation. Are we carrying it out? Are we doing it 

to His honor and glory alone? Let us never live our lives on this earth for our good, but rather let 

us live them according to the command of God and for His honor and glory alone. Sing Psalter 

14:5-7. 

 

May 5 Read Genesis 2:1-7 

 

Chapter two serves as a review and a further amplification of the creation week. But there are 

also some beginnings here, too. We find in the reading for today the first Sabbath. God gave the 

order of the Sabbath which, except for the day it is held, is to last until we experience that 

blessed eternal Sabbath in heaven. Are we preparing to rest from our labors tomorrow? Are we 

preparing to teach even our littlest children what rest means? Are we preparing to put away our 

earthly pleasures and entertainments so that we may give the whole of the day into the worship 

of our Creator? Man was created to use the Sabbath as it was ordained by God. The fourth 

commandment centers around the reason for the creation of the Sabbath and its application to our 

lives. Next to the destruction of the idea of creation stands the destruction of the idea of the 

Sabbath as ordained by God. Let us glorify Him by keeping His Sabbath holy. Sing Psalter 

256:1, 2, and 5. 

 

May 6 Read Genesis 2:8-14 

 

God prepared for the first man the garden of Eden. In this garden was all that a man needed in 

order to nourish himself. This garden is a picture of the heavenly Eden which God’s people will 

inhabit with all the saints. In that heavenly Eden will be all that we need for nourishment. We 

will not go to heaven by our own works. We, like Adam, will be placed in that Eden. In each 

Eden was placed a tree of life. Man forfeited the right to the tree of life on earth, but by God’s 

grace he will daily partake of that heavenly tree of life. As we see the picture of the earthly 

creation painted before our eyes, we see that it serves as a background for the beauty of the grace 

of God found in Christ Jesus. Let us not long for the earthly Eden which will never be found; let 

us long for the heavenly Eden where we will dwell in sweet communion with the Lamb and His 

bride. Sing Psalter 285:1-4. 

 

May 7 Read Genesis 2:15-20 

 

Have you ever wondered how each animal got its name? Why when we think of giraffe we only 

have a conception of one animal in mind? God gave to Adam the perfect knowledge to name 

each animal. Yes, these were the names that God had ordained for them. Of this there can be no 

doubt. But yet Adam named them as they were presented to him. Throughout history these 

names have been passed down and translated into many languages. But the names still fit as 

given by Adam. The animal world of creation serves to glorify God even as the plant and 

astronomical world. Consider it and learn more about God’s glory. But in this creation we see 

that Adam did not find his help meet. That was to be found elsewhere. Sing Psalter 360. 

 

May 8 Read Genesis 2:21-25 



 

We closed yesterday’s devotional with the thought that Adam did not find his help meet in the 

world of animals. God used the naming to show him that he needed someone to be his help meet. 

Here we see another beginning. This is the beginning of marriage. Marriage is the gift of God 

which shows to us the mystery of Christ and His church. The way of marriage is that a man seeks 

a wife. Not any wife but the wife of God’s choosing. Woman was created by God from man. 

This headship principal should guide us in our marriages as well as in our daily lives. In the 

beginning of that marriage we see Adam and Eve living in true wedded bliss. In that bliss we see 

the blessedness of not only godly marriages on earth but the one great marriage in heaven. 

Marriage is a good thing. Let us only use it for God’s glory. Sing Psalter 125:1-5. 

 

May 9 Read Genesis 3:1-7 

 

Once again we see another beginning. In these verses is recounted the beginning of sin. First of 

all we see Eve doubting what God told her and falling into Satan’s trap. We see Satan trying to 

retaliate through God’s creation for his banishment in heaven. And we see Adam and Eve trying 

to cover themselves for their sin after seeing their nakedness. From all of this we must see our lot 

in this life. Sin is part of our life, and we cannot escape it. We cannot ignore it, and we cannot 

hide it. We must do all that we can to flee from it. As Adam and Eve found out, one sin leads to 

another. Is there no hope? Yes, there is. By God’s grace He has given to us a remedy for this 

beginning of sin. It will be found in tomorrow’s reading. Sing Psalter 224. 

 

May 10 Read Genesis 3:8-15 

 

Yesterday we found out about the beginning of sin. Today we found out about the remedy. Adam 

and Eve tried works righteousness to alleviate the effects of sin. They tried to cover their 

nakedness by the fig leaves which they sewed together. This is often our lot as well. Even little 

children become adept at trying to hide sin. But as we all know and have experienced, we cannot 

hide our sin from God. We find a comfort in this section. It is found in another beginning. In 

verse fifteen we have the first promise of a Savior. This Savior will crush the head of Satan in 

order to redeem us from our sins. Let us stop trying to cover our sins by our own works, and let 

us throw ourselves upon the mercies of Christ. Let this be our prayer now and always. May we 

never forget to add to each prayer, “Forgive us our sins.” Let us never forget to bring our 

individual sins to our God in prayer. Sing Psalter 140. 

 

May 11 Read Genesis 3:16-20 

 

Sin has consequences. We see that in the passage we read for today, and we see that in our lives. 

For Eve, childbirth would be painful. She and all women with her would be reminded of the fall 

with each baby that would be brought forth. We must remember that this pronouncement took 

place just after Eve was told that from her seed the Christ would come! Trying to evade this 

consequence would have bitter fruit. Adam was told that work would be laborious for him. He, 

too, could not evade work, but rather it must be done in order that his daily bread and that of his 

family’s could be gained. Also the ultimate consequence of their sin was announced. They would 

die and not continue to live because of their sin. We must realize that this is also for us. The 

original sin had consequences for Adam and his seed. Our sins have consequences for us and 



sometimes for those that we love. Once again we must be admonished to flee Satan and all forms 

of sin. Sing Psalter 2. 

 

May 12 Read Genesis 3:21-24 

 

God left Adam and Eve with a symbol of His grace. He killed animals and with these sacrifices 

covered their nakedness. This was not the work righteousness of man, but rather it was a picture 

of the blood sacrifice of Christ. The animal skins did a far superior job of covering their 

nakedness than the flimsy fig leaves. Because Adam and Eve forfeited life in Eden, God set them 

outside of the garden. He made sure that they did not return with the cherubim. Adam as the 

representative of man was placed out of Paradise until we are all brought to the heavenly 

Paradise. The way to that Paradise will only be opened by the work of Christ on the cross. Sing 

Psalter 20. 

 

May 13 Read Genesis 4:1-8 

 

Adam and Eve began to obey God’s command to be fruitful and multiply. In doing so, they 

brought forth two sons. These two sons showed to us two more beginnings. We see first of all the 

beginning of the idea of election and reprobation, and we also see the beginning of the antithesis. 

We also get a picture of the right way and the wrong way to worship God. Abel worshiped God 

correctly when he offered his lamb in the proper attitude. Cain tried do it his way. God was not 

pleased with Cain’s manner of worship and told him so. What about us? How are we 

worshipping God today? Are we worshipping as He has commanded us? Or are we trying to 

worship Him in a way that is pleasing to our flesh? As we worship today, let us only bring the 

sacrifice that is pleasing to God. Sing Psalter 305. 

 

May 14 Read Genesis 4:9-15 

 

Because God reprimanded Cain for his manner of worship, Cain became angry at Abel for his 

obedience of God. Here we see another beginning. The true church will always be persecuted for 

its proper worship of God. They will not be persecuted by the out-and-out heathen, but rather 

they will be persecuted by those who either may call themselves church or those who once were 

a part of that church. People of God, expect persecution if you are worshipping God in the 

manner which He has commanded. This has been a fact since the death of Abel, this was told to 

the disciples and us by Christ, and this is found to be one of the signs of the end times. 

Remember that those who are persecuted for Christ’s sake are the blessed ones. Sing Psalter 

146:1-4. 

 

May 15 Read Genesis 4:16-24 

 

We see what was Cain’s response to his punishment. He thumbed his nose at God and went to 

live a life of more evil and wickedness. Worst of all he taught his children to walk in this way. 

We see the beginning of sins against the seventh commandment as Lamech took unto himself 

two wives. We also see Lamech’s boasting to his family of his wickedness. We also see his 

children using God’s creation. It was a use that was not expressly condemned by Scripture, but 

because of its inclusion with the sins of Lamech it appears that their use was for their glory and 



not God’s. We must see in these men’s sins as well as in all sin the way we should not choose. 

Sing Psalter 146:5-8. 

 

May 16 Read Genesis 4:25-5:8 

 

Seth was given to Adam and Eve to provide solace in the death of Abel. God cares for His 

people and knows how to comfort them. Adam and Eve probably deeply missed their God-

fearing son Abel. But God did not forget his promise to them. God also provided them with 

Enos. In his life time, public worship was common as the family joined together and worshiped 

their covenant God. Worship must be precious to us. Worship is not an individual activity but is 

an activity of the communion of saints. True, we must worship God in our private devotions, but 

corporate worship is commanded by God. May we seek to worship God as He gives to us this 

blessed privilege. Sing Psalter 246. 

 

May 17 Read Genesis 5:8-20 

 

In these verses we see the line of the covenant beginning to form. The idea of the covenant will 

be more formally introduced later in the book of Genesis, but its beginnings are found here. 

God’s covenant with His people is a beautiful idea. It is found in keeping the commandment to 

be fruitful and multiply. In this way God carries out His covenant promises to His people. God 

elects in the line of the covenant; He also gives much comfort when we walk in the way of the 

covenant. As we seek God-fearing children let us remember that in them we are given the 

blessings of the covenant. Sing Psalter 27. 

 

May 18 Read Genesis 5:21-27 

 

In this reading we are introduced to two notable men in the covenant line. The world all knows 

Methuselah as the oldest man recorded in history. Think of the phrase “as old as Methuselah.” 

The world does not know Methuselah for a more important idea. That idea was that he was elect 

from the beginning of the world and walked in his old age in the ways of God. The second man 

is known by the church as the “man who walked with God.” The writer of Hebrews says that he 

pleased God by faith. Jude calls him a prophet. Do we seek to please God in our lives? Do we 

wish to walk with God now and throughout eternity? Walking with God is pleasing to Him and 

is commanded by Him. Let us seek to please God and to walk with Him. Sing Psalter 190. 

 

May 19 Read Genesis 5:28-32 

 

Two more men found in the line of the covenant are introduced in these verses. First of all we 

find Lamech. He is notable because he saw the wickedness of this world and saw comfort in the 

line of continued covenant generations. He named his son Noah, saying that he “shall comfort us 

concerning our work and toil of our hands.” Lamech could see the world’s wickedness and was 

given comfort by God in his son’s birth. These men of chapter five walked and talked with 

Jehovah. He heard their prayers and answered them. Lamech prayed for a son to comfort him 

and his prayer was answer. People of God including our beloved young people, go to God in 

your troubles. Pray for comfort even as you battle the wickedness of this world. Rest assured that 

He will send a comforting answer. Sing Psalter 202. 



 

May 20 Read Genesis 6:1-4 

Parents, whom are your young people dating? Are they going out to see the daughters and sons 

of men? Fair though they be, they will do nothing but lead our beloved young people astray. 

Even sons and daughters of those who think of God differently from how He makes Himself 

known in the Scriptures are to be avoided. Parents, take an active role in the choices of your 

young people. The sons of God had awful experiences when they sought the daughters of men. 

Your sons and daughters more than likely will have the same awful experience. God will not let 

His covenant promises be trampled by those who have no use for them. Young people, do not be 

fooled by the world. Satan seeks to destroy you even as you date those who have no use for the 

God of the Bible. (By the way, was your date in church with you today? Was he or she with you 

twice?) Sing Psalter 1. 

 

May 21 Read Genesis 6:5-13 

 

As the world grew more and more wicked, God was ready to put the next part of His plan into 

motion. Through Noah, who found grace in the eyes of God, He determined to save His Church 

and provide for us another picture in the carrying out of the plan for our salvation. Noah did not 

let his sons see the daughters of man. Noah walked with God in this matter. No, neither he nor 

his sons were perfect as we full well know. But he walked with God nonetheless. Noah found 

grace in God’s eyes because by grace he looked for it. The world did not look for that grace; no, 

they hated that grace. Seek grace people of God, and seek it only in God’s eyes. Sing Psalter 253. 

 

May 22 Read Genesis 6:14-22 

 

God gave to Noah the plans for the ark. Noah obeyed and carried them out. Man, throughout the 

ages, has tried to figure out what that ark looked like. They have tried to figure out how all of 

those animals would fit into that ark. Some have dismissed the whole idea as foolishness and a 

myth. Noah did not laugh at God’s command. Oh, he may have wondered how it was possible, 

even as others of God’s people have wondered about those things which seem impossible. But 

Noah knew that all things are possible with God. Reread verse 22. We need to make this our 

theme throughout our lives. We must do according to all that God commands us. In this way we 

will find grace in His eyes. Sing Psalter 76. 

 

May 23 Read Genesis 7:1-10 

 

We see the words “God commanded” twice in these verses. We also see that Noah obeyed the 

commands of God. What about the wicked? What were they doing? They were doing what the 

wicked always do when God’s people obey Him. They laugh and mock us to scorn. Noah 

preached to them with each blow of his hammer. As that ark grew larger and larger the laughter 

grew louder and louder. What did Noah do? He obeyed God and continued to build and with 

each stroke of his hammer he condemned the world and found grace for his family and him. As 

the laughing grew louder and louder, all of a sudden it stopped! Why? Because the first drops of 

rain the world ever knew began to fall upon the ark with Noah and his family safe inside. Sing 

Psalter 150. 

 



May 24 Read Genesis 7:11-16 

 

As the rain came down and the water from the fountains of the deep rose over the earth, Noah 

and his family were found safe in the ark. Noah had a picture of God keeping His promises as 

those animals came to him even as God commanded him to put them into the ark. Some of the 

wicked laughter may have been stilled for a while as those animals appeared, but it was not 

enough. There was no grace to be found in them. Noah and his family were safe in the ark, shut 

in by God. This shutting in is symbolic of God protecting His church from the storms of this life. 

No flood of troubles can overwhelm us when we are kept by God’s hand within in His church. 

Do not seek to leave that church, young people; there is no safety found outside of it. Do what 

God commands and rest in safety. Sing Psalter 248. 

 

May 25 Read Genesis 7:17-24 

 

Do you ever imagine what drowning must be like? Maybe some of you have had a near-

drowning experience. Now think what it must have been like as your children and other loved 

ones were drowning around you and you could not help them. The wicked were drowned by the 

wrath of God in that flood. God destroyed that first world by water even as He called it out of the 

water. As we know this is a picture of the destruction yet to come. Fire is coming to destroy the 

wicked at the end of time. First of all it will be this world that will be destroyed by fire, and then 

the fire of God’s wrath will burn the wicked in hell. Does this make us complacent? It better not! 

It better make us fall to our knees and ask for forgiveness from our sins and for deliverance from 

the judgment to come. Sing Psalter 285. 

 

May 26 Read Genesis 8:1-5 

 

What a beautiful four words are found in the beginning of this chapter. No, God had not 

forgotten Noah. He never forgets His people even as an earthly father does not forget his beloved 

sons or daughters, or a mother forgets her sucking child. God remembered Noah. Even though it 

may have appeared to Noah during those 150 days that he was forgotten by God, he most 

certainly was not. God remembered Noah just as He remembers each of those whom He has 

ordained to eternal life. Oh, Noah had to wait to be set back on dry land, just as we must wait for 

our eternal home in heaven. Let us pray that God will remember us daily. Sing Psalter 289:1-4. 

 

May 27 Read Genesis 8:6-12 

 

Does it seem that God moves too slow for us, people of God? Imagine how Noah must have felt. 

Even though his children were grown, they must have been urging him to open the ark and to let 

them out. Noah, however, trusted in God. He sent the raven and dove out in their turns. He 

interpreted their return and the olive branch that was brought back to him. Noah and his family 

had to learn patience. He, and we, must learn that God’s ways are not our ways. When we are 

tempted to run ahead of God, we should think about Noah patiently letting out the birds, 

patiently awaiting their return, and then letting them out again. Do we have that patience? Let us 

seek for it today as we worship. Let us seek patience with the way that God leads us in our daily 

lives. Sing Psalter 290:1-5. 

 



May 28 Read Genesis 8:13-17 

 

Noah removed the covering from the ark and saw that the ground looked dry and the water was 

gone. Did they get to leave? No, for almost two more months they had to wait until God told 

Noah that now he and his family could leave the ark. We may wonder what they saw. We may 

wonder what they thought. These details are not provided us in this account. Why? The answer is 

simple. They are not necessary for our salvation. Not only could Noah leave the ark, he was 

commanded by God to let the animals out. God did not leave Noah helpless in this. He 

commanded that the animals be let out so that they could multiply. We know that this was for 

man’s good. God cares for His people. He cared for them with the ark, He cared for them when 

they left the ark, and He cares for us now. Let us thank and praise Him for all the care that He 

gives to us. Sing Psalter 347. 

 

May 29 Read Genesis 8:18-22 

 

As Noah and his family left the ark, what was the first thing that they did? Noah built an altar 

and they worshiped God in thanksgiving. This aspect of worship was not possible while they 

were on the ark. But now it was. Think about what Noah did for a moment. He took one of each 

one of those precious clean beasts and offered them unto God. This was not 10 percent; it was 

almost 17 percent! Do we show that amount of gratitude to our heavenly Father for His care over 

us? Are we truly thankful for the salvation that He has given to us in His Son? Noah’s offering 

was pleasing to God because it was done with a right heart. God promised never to destroy the 

world in this way again. God gave to Noah and to us the changing of the seasons to help us to 

remember His care over the church as found on that ark. Sing Psalter 62. 

 

May 30 Read Genesis 9:1-7 

 

God gave to Noah some new beginnings after the flood. It appears that it was now proper for 

man to use the animals for meat. He also tells to us the punishment for those who murder. No 

more mark like Cain had, but now those who killed were to be killed in punishment for their sin. 

The beginning of the ceremonial law was made, as man was forbidden to eat the blood of those 

animals. Already now they were to see in that blood the blood of the lamb that was killed for 

them and us at Calvary. One thing stayed the same, however. Did you notice that the first and 

last verse of this section was the command to be fruitful and multiply? This was God’s command 

to Adam. This was God’s command to Noah. This was God’s command to the whole church of 

the old dispensation. And this is God’s command to the church today. Sing Psalter 88. 

 

May 31 Read Genesis 9:8-17 

 

Here in these verses we find the formal announcement of God’s covenant with His church. We 

have seen indications of this covenant in past chapters, but now we have it in more detail. God 

will continue to unfold His covenant with His people throughout the old dispensation. Even the 

church of today must seek to learn and to walk in that covenant. God did not make that covenant 

an abstract thought. No, that covenant was full of life for the people of God. In the brilliance and 

beauty of the rainbow, Noah, his sons, and the church of all ages can count the colors and see 

that they are seven-the number of God and His church. Seven is that beautiful covenant number 



as shown in the rainbow to Noah and to all of the church that followed him. Let us enjoy 

rainbows this summer, and let us see in them the sign of the covenant. Sing Psalter 241:1, 3, 7-9. 
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