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Jonathan and David attend the Protestant Reformed Mission in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where 

their father is missionary. Jonathan & David submitted this essay in 10th grade Bible at Trinity 

Christian School. 

 

Christ’s salvation began from eternity and will only be finished when He comes finally to 

bring us to glory. 

Christ’s salvation is taking place from eternity. It did not just take place at the death of 

Jesus. How then could those before His death be saved? From the foundation of the world was 

the Lamb of God slain (Rev. 13:8). This means God saved and is saving His people from all 

eternity. 

But how could Christ have performed His saving work before He actually came into the 

world? How was He saving? Well, clearly through the Holy Spirit working in the hearts of His 

people so that by faith they believed that Jesus would come and fulfill His promise in the action 

of dying on the cross and rising and ascending and promising to come again. This is clear from I 

Peter 1:10-12 which tells us that the Spirit of Christ was in the Old Testament prophets. Also I 

Corinthians 10:4 teaches us that Christ was the Rock that followed God’s people in the Old 

Testament. Also Jesus Himself says in John 8:56 that Abraham saw the day of Jesus and rejoiced 

in it. 

Again, how could those before Christ actually have been saved? In believing that Christ 

would come and that He will for sure save. After all that is the same also for us. The Bible says if 

any believes, he or she will be saved. This was true then and is true now. But how were people 

back then saved if Christ had not died for them yet? By believing, they were saved, as I have 

already said. God promised to send His Son to die and His promise could not be broken. 

Therefore Christ was sure to come and His coming was the fulfillment of God’s promise to save. 

This fulfillment, however, was only part of His salvation. After all, He has promised to 

come again to bring His people to glory. The apostle Paul says in I Corinthians 15 that if only in 

this life we have hope, we are of all men most miserable. Christ must return for His saving work 

to be really complete. 

The promise cannot be broken so it is as good as done. His salvation really in a sense is 

finished because it is sure to happen, but it is not complete in that we are still waiting for 

perfection in heaven. 

Christ is therefore the Savior from eternity. He was not starting to save at His birth or at 

His death, but He is from all eternity the Savior. He saved in the Old Testament, and He is saving 

now in the New Testament. But the reality is that His saving work continues from all eternity and 

we now await the time He brings us to glory. 
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