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I have been asked to write the music articles that Beth DeVries had been writing since 

she will be moving to Northern Ireland to get married. I would like to try something new. What I 

am planning on doing is starting with the history of music and leading into other things 

pertaining to music. For instance, the effect of music on the body, different types of music and 

maybe what type of music we as young people should be involved in. First, though, I would like 

to work on the history of music. 

As many may (or may not) have noticed, music is very much a part of our culture today. 

Every nation, country, and city is filled with music. There are all kinds of music—that which 

praises God and that which is slanderous, vulgar, and even blasphemous. Every person can 

associate with music. It is the one bridge between all nationalities and languages. Just think 

about it—it is the one “language” everyone can understand. Anyone can understand notes, 

music, and harmony, whether he be German, Dutch, Italian, Indian, or African. It may not 

always be the same type of music but it’s there. From the beginning of time to the end of the 

world there is and will be music. 

Music has become so ingrained into our cultures that I fear we don’t even recognize its 

prominent effect on the world and church today. I dare say that it is the most powerful tool used 

by Satan and God alike. In some ways it may seem as gentle as a lamb but it roars through our 

culture like a lion. What better way to tempt people but through music? It easily sneaks its way 

through the church world as a fox in sheep’s clothing. It looks safe, but is it? Also, ever notice 

how subconsciously horrible, wicked music is forced upon you? It’s in the dentist office, super 

markets, and malls. Although on the other end of the spectrum, God has created His own natural 

music in the creation around us. The birds, crickets, and frogs form God’s own natural orchestra. 

It is a beautiful natural music. We are bombarded on all sides with music, some pleasing some 

displeasing. Just look around, have you ever noticed all the places music is prominent and how 

much it has affected you? 

We wake up in the morning and the alarm goes off. What do we hear? In the background 

of the commercials, what do you hear? As the day progresses and you get your children ready for 

school or maybe you yourself are getting ready and are listening to the weather report, have you 

ever noticed what is in the background? As you hop into the car and are driving along, you 

probably watch in amazement as a beater pulls up next to you seemingly only powered by sound 

waves. As you drop your children (or brothers and sisters) off at school, you may have noticed 

they start their day with…singing. You head off to the doctors office and sitting in the waiting 

room you hear people talking and babies screaming and, well, what else? After the doctors 

office, you have a few things you need to pick up at the mall. Have you ever noticed what is so 

quietly being played overhead? The few purchases having been made you head home. What 

better way to relax but in your garden? The birds are singing and the sun is shinning and maybe 

you find yourself…humming? Before you know it though, school’s out for the day and supper 

time has quickly approached and devotions are being done and you pick up a Psalter. Then 

comes bed time and the little baby just won’t quiet. What is more soothing to that precious one 

than a lull-a-bye. Music is with us from morning till night and from cradle till grave, music 

surrounds us. 



Music varies in type, purpose and use. It affects our moods, our thoughts, and well, our 

life. It’s amazing to think about how many ways music affects and enters our lives. How has this 

come to be and who is to be credited for a good portion of this? In other words, was music from 

the time of Adam on or was it invented? If it was invented, then how did Adam praise God? 

Those are just a few things to consider before my next article. 
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