
Watching Daily At My Gates 
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April 1 Read Genesis 3:15-21 

 

This is one of the best known verses in Scripture and what volumes of comfort it speaks to us. 

Our first parents, Adam and Eve, succumbed to the devil’s lie, plunging themselves and the 

entire human race into sin. They were filled with dread and were painfully aware of their 

nakedness inside and out. God in His great mercy comes with the gospel, “I will put enmity…” 

Then he took a life, shed blood, and covered them with coats of skin. By faith Adam and Eve 

must look for the Lamb of God Who will lay down His life for His sheep and cover them with 

His blood of righteousness and redemption. We must understand that this is God’s work; our 

works must be discarded as were the aprons of fig leaves. Our calling is to walk antithetically 

over against the world, clinging by grace to the promise that God will crush the head of the 

serpent. Listen to that gospel today—that blessed gospel of the Lamb that was slain for our sin. 

Thank God for covering your sins and mine with that precious blood and dedicate your lives to 

His service. Sing Psalter 111:1, 4. 

 

April 2 Read Genesis 6:5-8 

 

We read that sin developed rapidly in the earth after man’s fall into sin. People lived to be nine 

hundred years or more and so were able to grow in various ways of wickedness and teach it to 

the generations following. Unholy marriages of the sons of God with the daughters of men 

resulted in a race that increased in sin. God determined to destroy man from the face of the earth. 

Then we read these wonderful words, “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” Was 

Noah any better than the hordes of evildoers surrounding him? And the answer is no; by nature 

Noah was sinful and depraved, therefore God did not find something good in Noah. But Noah 

found grace in the eyes of the Lord. He did find something in his own life that assured him that 

he was the object of God’s favor. By grace he hated the wickedness surrounding him and 

condemned it. What about you, dear reader? Do you find evidence of the Spirit’s work in your 

heart so that you hate the works of sin and love righteousness? Pray then that you may find grace 

in the eyes of the Lord. Sing Psalter 68:1, 3, 4. 

 

April 3 Read Genesis 44:14-34 

 

We have here one of the most touching passages in all of Scripture. Judah, son of Jacob who 

with his brothers wickedly conspired to sell Joseph as a slave into Egypt, now faces him and 

hears that Benjamin must forfeit his freedom and be made a slave. This was the final step in the 

test which Joseph planned to determine what kind of men his brothers were at present. Judah 

unburdens his soul, confesses their iniquity and pleads that he himself be made a bondman in the 

place of Benjamin. This is one of the noblest and most pathos filled speeches in Scripture, and 

points to a descendent of Judah, namely, our Lord Himself Who said “Greater love hath no man 

than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” John 15:13. He was the perfect substitute. 

He did lay down His life for us. The world hated Him because He was not of this world. The 

world also hates us and persecutes us in the measure that we love Him and keep His 



commandments. If and when this happens, rejoice that we may be counted worthy to suffer for 

His sake. Sing Psalter 103:1-4. 

 

April 4 Read Genesis 50:14-21 

 

This passage deals with the death of Jacob resulting in the fear of Joseph’s brothers that now 

Joseph might avenge himself for their selling him into slavery. Their consciences still smote 

them, and they fall at his feet and beg forgiveness. Joseph not only assures their troubled hearts, 

but answers with a remarkable speech showing his great faith in God that He is sovereign and 

executes His will also through the deeds of sinful men. “Ye thought evil against me, but God 

meant it unto good.” What a comfort that we too can take from this and a similar passage in 

Rom. 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God….” Not 

only the so-called pleasant things but also the afflictions, the sorrows, the heartbreaks work 

together for good to those who love God. People of God, may this Word comfort and sustain you 

day by day. Sing Psalter 329:1, 4. 

 

April 5 Read Exodus 12:1-13 

 

The day of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt was at hand. The Lord gave specific instructions for 

this exodus from bondage and demanded absolute obedience to His commands. A lamb without 

blemish must be killed and roasted whole in the fire. This must be eaten with haste with 

unleavened bread and bitter herbs. We see symbolism here. The children of Israel must be free of 

the leaven of Egypt, must know that the way of deliverance will not be easy for the flesh. The 

lamb with its sprinkled blood pointed in shadow form to the perfect Lamb of God, “When I see 

the blood I will pass over you.” What blessed words then and what blessed words today. What 

does this mean to you and me, dear reader? Do we walk in obedience to God’s commands and 

worship Him as He requires in His Word? Do we flee from the leaven of this world even though 

it means a bitter way for the flesh? Is your only hope in the Lamb of God crucified and risen? 

Pray that the Lord may say to us also when He comes in judgment: “When I see the blood, I will 

pass over you.” Sing Psalter 312:1, 5, 6. 

 

April 6 Read Ruth 1:8-18 

 

How much do you love the truth and the pure preaching of the gospel? Most of us were born into 

covenant homes and were, or perhaps are, being catechized in the distinctive Reformed truths of 

Scripture. Do you tend to take this for granted? Others who may read this might have come from 

a background of Arminianism or no church at all, and if the Lord opened their heart, they are 

most enthusiastic for this truth. Our passage today tells about Ruth who was born in a country 

where idols were worshiped. In God’s sovereign mercy she was brought into a family of Israel 

who dwelt there for a time. She heard about Jehovah from them and when her mother-in-law, 

Naomi, determined to return to Israel after the death of her husband and two sons, she bade 

farewell to her two daughters-in-law. One returned to her heathen gods but Ruth would not leave 

Naomi and spoke the beautiful confession “Thy God is my God,” for nothing would deter her, 

nothing would shake her faith. Young people especially, hold fast to the truth. By God’s grace 

develop in the truth and never forsake it! Sing Psalter 48:1, 3, 8, 

 



April 7 Read Luke 23:33-38 

 

As our attention is drawn to the bitter suffering of our Lord, we wish to devote several 

meditations to the Savior’s words that He uttered on the cross. His first words were “Father 

forgive them; for they know not what they do.” This was such a terrible crime—seemingly 

unforgivable, for they were shedding the blood of the covenant, the very blood of atonement. For 

whom did Jesus pray? The Roman soldiers, the Roman government or the Jewish nation? We 

shouldn’t look for individuals or a specific nation, but view this prayer as universal in its extent 

which includes all of the elect. Shortly before his crucifixion Jesus prayed “I pray not for the 

world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine” (John 17:9). When Peter at 

Pentecost charged the multitude with being partakers of the crucifixion although adding that they 

did this in ignorance, they were pricked in their hearts and cried “what shall we do?” Peter 

answered “Repent.” Are you and I pricked in our hearts as well? Let us pray for daily conversion 

and rest assured that we are the objects of our Savior’s prayer and find rest for our souls. Sing 

Psalter 362:1, 3. 

 

April 8 Read Luke 23:39-43 

 

Have any words ever been spoken which are more comforting and blessed than these, “Today 

shalt thou be with me in paradise?” Two thieves, each facing Jesus on their crosses, could not 

help but read the inscription above his head, “JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” The one, a 

reprobate void of grace, reviled Him to the end; the other, an elect, who by the wonder of grace 

had his heart and his eyes opened to see that blessed name “Jesus,” or “Jehovah is salvation.” An 

unusual conversion indeed, but he was a confessed sinner supernaturally changed in his last 

moments of earthly life. One was hardened by the Living Word and the other softened. Today 

the same effect is wrought by the preaching of the Word. It never returns to God void but 

accomplishes the purpose whereunto He sends it. Dear reader, you have the privilege to sit under 

that Word today in divine worship. Pray that your hearts may be opened to respond, “Lord 

remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.” Sing Psalter 32:1, 3, 4. 

 

April 9 Read John 19:25-27 

 

The experience of seeing a loved one pass away is undoubtedly one of the most difficult and 

painful events that one ever faces. For the child of God who dies, it is an entrance into 

unspeakable glory. But it is a severing of ties and, for those left behind, life is never the same. 

Jesus also had to sever His earthly ties with His mother. This was a loving relationship, one of 

the strongest and most precious of all earthly ties. Jesus also felt this aspect of sorrow most 

keenly and his heart was filled with pain at the sight of His mother’s grief. He addresses His 

mother as “Woman,” not out of disrespect but because this relationship must not interfere with 

His suffering as the Son of God for His people. He lovingly transferred His earthly sonship to 

His beloved disciple John. For us, death is the last enemy. But Christ took away the sting of 

death. When we are plunged into sorrow, we may be comforted because our Savior Himself 

experienced similar grief and loss. Turn to Him, people of God, and look beyond our earthly 

sorrows to heavenly joys. Sing Psalter 281:1-4. 

 

April 10 Read Matthew 27:46 



 

It is difficult for us to express in words the horrible agony and desolation our Savior experienced 

in this the acme or culmination of His suffering on the cross. To be forsaken by the world or by 

friends, we can possible understand; but to be forsaken by God is unimaginable. Yet this is what 

Jesus experienced—the Son of God in the flesh forsaken by God the Father. Only in this way 

could God’s holy justice be satisfied. He Who knew no sin had to face the living God in 

blackness of darkness and drink the bitter cup of God’s wrath on account of our sins. Because He 

was sinless, we are justified. Only in this way could God’s mercy and justice be harmonized. For 

whom did Christ suffer? For everybody, as some would say? No, for those only whom the Father 

gave to Christ before the foundation of the world. Do you believe in that Christ? Do you love 

Him? Then be assured of His work of grace in your heart and go forward in thankful obedience. 

Sing Psalter 47:1, 6. 

 

April 11 Read John 19:28-30 

 

Our passage today begins with the words, “after this,” and we might ask “after what?” The 

apostle apparently refers to Jesus’ words which immediately precede our text, namely the 

severing of earthly ties. However, we learn from other gospels that Jesus spoke an intervening 

word when He was plunged into the utter depths of the abyss of His suffering and was forsaken 

by His God. Redemption was now accomplished. He finished His perfect work. Now He might 

think of Himself in His physical suffering. His fevered body cried out for some relief of His 

thirst. He had refused wine mixed with myrrh as an intended anesthetic at the beginning of His 

crucifixion in order to be fully aware of His calling to atone for sin. This was accomplished and 

now He must fulfill the Scripture that said “I lay down my life…no man taketh it from me.” To 

do this He must be refreshed in His body by a drink. Dear readers, we also have thirsts, don’t 

we? Oh, we can’t possibly compare our thirst with that of the dying Savior. More importantly, 

pray that our souls may long to hear Jesus say to us, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me 

and drink.” Sing Psalter 47:7, 8. 

 

April 12 Read John 19:28-30 

 

After Jesus received the vinegar to slake His thirst, He said these words, “It is finished.” Only 

three words but how fraught with meaning and how comforting to God’s people. This is a 

victory cry. This is the culmination of Jesus’ redemptive work. All His earthly life pointed to this 

moment. He Who was very God took upon Himself our flesh, was mocked, scorned and hated. 

He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, yet He opened not His mouth. In all this He was the 

obedient Servant, Who reconciled us to God. What a huge price was paid for that reconciliation. 

Do you hear the apostle Paul speak to us “There is therefore now no condemnation to them 

which are in Christ Jesus?” Because Christ said “It is finished,” we stand uncondemned and fully 

justified before the tribunal of God. What precious words! What a precious Savior! What a 

glorious salvation! May we humble ourselves at His feet, confess our unworthiness and 

consecrate our lives to His service. Sing Psalter 263:1, 2. 

 

April 13 Read Luke 23:44-46 

 



Today is Good Friday, the day we commemorate the death of the Son of God. We meditate today 

on the last of the seven words which Jesus spoke from the cross. Shortly after He exclaimed “It 

is finished,” He said “Father into thy hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this He laid down 

His life and died. Many strange and fearful things happened after that. The earth quaked, rocks 

were rent, the veil of the temple was rent, and many saints came out of open graves and went 

into the holy city. These events struck terror into the hearts of the world, but were comforting 

signs for believers. Outwardly it seemed that this was the end of Jesus and His cause. Satan and 

the nominal church succeeded in their devilish plans to silence Him once and for all. But nothing 

could be farther from the truth. Psalm 2 tells us prophetically that the kings of the earth rise up 

against the Lord and His Anointed. But God laughs and holds them in derision. Our Savior must 

die. Shall we weep at His death? No, let us sing psalms of joy and thanksgiving. Is it any wonder 

then why this day is called GOOD FRIDAY? Sing Psalter 3:1, 2. 

 

April 14 Read Luke 23:47-53 

 

There were many spectators on Calvary’s hill at the time of Jesus’ crucifixion. There was the 

multitude who clamored for His execution, preferring Barabbas to Christ. There was a small 

group of Jesus’ followers who loved Him. And of course the Roman soldiers who nailed Him to 

the cross were there along with their leader, the centurion. These people were confronted with 

the Christ! And always this has an effect. One either bows the knee in contrition, or he shakes his 

fist in unbelief. Jesus said in Matthew 12:30, “He that is not with me is against me.” The cross 

proclaims judgment and condemnation for the world. The multitude beat their breasts, not in 

Godly sorrow, but in cowardly fear, and fled away. But then we read something different of the 

Roman centurion. It appears that the Spirit convicted his heart, causing him to glorify God and 

exclaim, “Truly this was the Son of God.” These are not the words of unbelief, but give evidence 

of the power of the cross as the first fruit of the harvest of the world. Is this your confession too, 

dear reader? May God give you grace to be a true soldier of the cross. Sing Psalter 71:1, 2, 5. 

 

April 15 Read John 20:1-8 

 

Today is Easter Sunday, the day we celebrate Christ’s resurrection from the dead. John and Peter 

having been told that Jesus’ body had been stolen from the tomb immediately ran there. John 

arrived first, looked in and saw the linen clothes lying there. Then Peter arrived and impetuously 

entered, followed by John. Then we read that “he saw and believed.” This is a remarkable 

statement and gives us an insight of his faith. We read in this same passage that they knew not 

the Scripture that Christ must rise again from the dead. It was evident to John that Jesus could 

not have risen in His earthly body and returned to this life as Lazarus did. Lazarus came forth 

still wearing the grave clothing. Jesus’ grave clothes were lying in the same position as they were 

with His body inside, except for the napkin which covered His head. There was but one 

explanation—the greatest resurrection possible took place! His body had to be raised a spiritual 

body. That was John’s assurance, although he would know more perfectly when the Spirit was 

poured out. But he believed! Because of Christ’s resurrection we too shall be raised. Do you 

believe this? God grant us this faith. Sing Psalter 28:1, 4, 5. 

 

April 16 Read II Samuel 9:1-11 

 



A beautiful story of kindness and compassion is told of king David who inquired whether there 

were any persons left of the house of Saul to whom he could show kindness for Jonathan’s sake. 

He is told about Mephibosheth. The name of this lame son means “He scatters shame,” and he 

was living in Lodebar, literally meaning “Desolate land.” It may not be wise to spiritualize 

various events, but it does suggest how spiritually crippled we are, living in shame in a desolate 

land. Just as Mephibosheth was found by king David and given a place at his table, so we are 

recipients of God’s undeserved grace. He stooped down to save us, redeemed and cleansed us, 

and gives to us the bread and water of life. This is all His work, done in sovereign grace and 

mercy. Let us then be humbly thankful, walk in obedience and strive to heed the apostle’s 

admonition, “as we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them 

who are of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). Sing Psalter 98:1, 2. 

 

April 17 Read II Kings 13:20-21 

 

Elijah and Elisha were both great prophets in Israel. Their lives were closely related. One was 

miraculously translated to glory, the other died a natural death as our passage today relates. Their 

relationship was much like John the Baptist and the Christ, whose way the former came to 

prepare. Elijah is pictured as a prophet of wrath; Elisha, a prophet of grace and revealer of life. 

Sometime after Elisha’s death, a corpse was hastily let down into his sepulcher due to a raid by 

some Moabites. When he touched the bones of Elisha, he revived and stood on his feet. Was 

there a certain power in those bones? No, but that Word of Elisha, that Word of the resurrection 

which he spoke while he was alive, continued to speak through his dead body to a people 

threatened with judgment. Elisha could not have a departure from this life as did Elijah. His 

Word must continue to be heard. We have this same Word today. It is Christ speaking to us 

through the preaching of the gospel “I am the resurrection and the life…whosoever liveth and 

believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?” (John 11:25, 26). Sing Psalter 249:1, 2, 6. 

 

April 18 Read Job 1:1-5 

 

We have a beautiful example of parental love and concern in today’s passage. We read of Job, a 

wealthy and God-fearing man who had seven sons and three daughters. This father was so 

concerned about the spiritual welfare of his children that he rose up early each morning and 

offered burnt offerings for them all. Burnt offerings in Scripture typified atonement for sin. Job 

cared deeply whether or not they might have had sinful thoughts in their hearts. Fathers and 

mothers are you as concerned about your children as was Job? No longer are bloody sacrifices 

required, but do you daily pray very fervently for their spiritual welfare, firmly, but lovingly 

reprove them for sinful ways and point them to the cross? Children and young people are you 

aware of your parent’s love for you, and your calling to walk in holiness and obedience for 

God’s sake? Appropriate to yourselves this text from Psalm 119: “Wherewithal shall a young 

man (or woman) cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according to thy word.” Sing Psalter 

322:1-4. 

 

April 19 Read Isaiah 49:13-16 

 

Some of us at one time or another fall into periods of depression and despondency. This may be 

a result of sin or some other experience that causes much grief and sorrow. Satan often takes 



advantage of this weakness, causing us to lose assurance of our faith so that we cry out “my Lord 

hath forgotten me.” The example referred to in question form is this: “Can a mother forsake her 

sucking child?” That, of course, is not probable, nor likely, but it could be possible. Then the 

Lord tells us that He could not forget His people for they are etched in the palms of His hands. 

They are, as it were, cut into His hands permanently by His sovereign love and electing grace. 

What a comfort and assurance, people of God! Cling to Him by faith and “Cast thy burden upon 

the Lord, and he shall sustain thee” (Psalm 55:22). Sing Psalter 240:1, 3, 5. 

 

April 20 Read Daniel 3:13-18 

 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of heathen Babylon and symbol of the power of this world issued an edict 

“Worship my golden image.” Three young Jewish lads, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were 

faced with the choice to worship this image or be cast into a fiery furnace. Did they attempt to 

compromise a bit or look for some way to escape this horrible dilemma? Not at all, but stated 

“We are not careful to answer thee in this matter.” They did not waver nor were they fatalists, 

but in childlike faith placed their trust in God even though it could mean physical death for them. 

We know that in this case God miraculously delivered them. Perhaps we will never be faced with 

such a severe test, but Satan is always tempting us to deny our faith. Whether these trials are 

small or large, we must pray for grace to be steadfast as were the three young men who stood 

before the king. May we, by God’s grace, pray for strength to resist the world and fight the good 

fight of faith. Sing Psalter 346:1, 2. 

 

April 21 Read Habakkuk 3:14-19 

 

We have here a wonderful confession of joy by the prophet Habakkuk at a time of impending 

trouble and destruction. In chapter one we read of the cruel Chaldeans whom the Lord would 

send against Judah because of their sins. Even though the prophet trembled at this prospect, yet 

he could “rest in the day of trouble.” Then he exclaimed that though the entire land should 

become utterly desolate, yet he would rejoice in the God of his salvation. And not only would he 

submit, but bear it willingly and even leap for joy. What a lesson for us. It takes faith to utter 

these words, not an attitude of Stoicism in which one is unmoved by joy or grief, but a living 

faith wrought by God, the object of our faith and author of our salvation. We may encounter 

bitter disappointments or suffer great loss, yet in all trials we must look at the present in the light 

of the future and praise God for His marvelous grace. Sing Psalter 20:1-3. 

 

April 22 Read Malachi 3:16-18 

 

The voice of revelation was silent for a period of four hundred years after these words of 

Malachi were written. At that time the exiles had returned from captivity, Jerusalem and the 

temple were restored, and a form of worship was restored. However, this formal worship was 

polluted. The priests profaned the holiness of God; the Sadducees, who denied the angel world 

and the resurrection, were in power as were the Pharisees, a proud, self-righteous sect who 

preached righteousness by the works of the law. In the midst of this was a remnant of true 

believers whom God reserved to Himself. These sought each other’s company and spoke to each 

other of the Lord Whom they loved. God heard them and remembered them in His book. Our 

situation is not so different today. Can those comforting words be said about us? Parents, do you 



love to speak about God with your fellow saints and set good examples for your children? Young 

people do you count it a privilege to attend societies so you may mutually edify each other? The 

Lord listens to those who fear Him and counts them as His jewels. Sing Psalter 309:1-4. 

 

April 23 Read Matthew 6:24-34 

 

The central thought in this passage is an exhortation to seek first the kingdom of God, thereby 

making this a priority in our lives. We are citizens of that heavenly kingdom whose ruler is God 

through Christ. That means that each of us must desire to serve God, obey its laws and to seek it 

as the fundamental principle of our lives. We seek it, children, when we walk in obedience. We 

seek it, young people, when we keep ourselves pure and when we search for a Godly life mate. 

We seek it, adults, when we sacrifice all for it, when we love the truth and are willing to be 

despised for God’s sake. Can we seek this kingdom in and of ourselves? No, it is the work of 

God in regeneration, giving us the new life of the kingdom in our hearts. In the way of putting 

that kingdom first in all of our thoughts, words and deeds, God promises that our earthly needs 

will be supplied. Let us thank, love and serve this sovereign and providential King. Sing Psalter 

No. 49:1-3. 

 

April 24 Read Mark 9:17-27 

 

We read here about doubt and trust, unbelief and belief. The distraught father of the demon 

possessed son sought Jesus’ help after His disciples could not cast out the evil spirit. He said to 

Jesus, “If thou canst….” Jesus then answered, “If thou canst believe, all things are possible.” In 

effect, Jesus forces him to look into his heart and examine his faith. By grace he then exclaims 

through tears of repentance, “I (do) believe; help thou my unbelief.” What about your assurance 

of faith, dear reader? Do you sometimes doubt God’s work of grace in your heart? We are not 

always living on the mountain top of faith, but when you sink into the valleys, hear God’s Word 

telling you, “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you 

will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). Then we can also echo this confession, 

“Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief.” Sing Psalter 185:1-3. 

 

April 25 Read John 6:58-69 

 

After Jesus fed a great multitude with bread, He departed from them by ship across the Sea of 

Galilee, for this people were intent on making Him their king. They would have a king that could 

deliver them from their enemies and fill them with food. When they found Him on the morrow, 

Jesus rebuked them and proclaimed that He was the bread of life which came down from heaven. 

This kind of king and this kind of bread they despised and soon all left Him. Jesus turned to His 

disciples and said “Will ye also go away?” How true this is yet today. People want a social 

gospel, one that exalts man. They do not want a righteous and holy God Who loves truth and 

justice. They do not want to hear about sin and depravity, particular grace and judgment to come. 

By God’s undeserved grace we can humbly answer Jesus’ question and say, “Lord to whom shall 

we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.” People of God, may we indeed count it a privilege to 

feed on that Word from week to week. Sing Psalter 333 

 

April 26 Read Acts 5:17-29 



 

There are many passages in Scripture that command us to be subject to the civil magistrates for 

they are powers ordained of God. As a rule, most of their laws are reasonable and the child of 

God has no problem to obey them. The only time we may and must refuse to obey is when we 

are commanded to do something contrary to God’s Word. Peter and the apostles, in obedience to 

Christ’s command to be His witnesses, publicly proclaimed His gospel. They were imprisoned 

and beaten as a result. Perhaps we may not be faced with such severe demands, but our calling is 

the same nevertheless. Will we refuse to work on Sunday or refuse to join a godless labor union 

even if it costs us our jobs? These are two examples, but let them serve to guide us in this 

important principle. May we heed the words of Christ in Luke 16:10 “He that is faithful in that 

which is least is faithful also in much.” Sing Psalter 161:1-3. 

 

April 27 Read Romans 8:24-28 

 

We have a most blessed confession in verse 28: “We know that all things work together for 

good….” This is an amazing statement which only the child of God can possible make. All 

things! Can you imagine that? Not just the things that we would call pleasant, but also the trials, 

the heartaches, sicknesses, loss of material possessions, and even death itself. How can that be? 

The answer is that it is good to those who love God. And who are those who love God? They are 

those whom God loves, for we read in I John 4:19, “We love Him because He first loved us.” All 

things that happen to us are sovereignly appointed in love for our salvation, and in that 

confidence we can declare, “For we know.” Then face today, tomorrow, and all the rest of our 

days which God is pleased to give us in that blessed assurance. Sing Psalter 191:1, 6, 7. 

 

April 28 Read II Corinthians 6:14-18 

 

God saw fit to place His church in the world surrounded by unbelievers. He created enmity 

between the children of God and the children of the world at the very beginning of the human 

race. In all events of history, God leads His church unto salvation, and uses the world of unbelief 

in spite of themselves to accomplish this purpose. The world is the tares among the wheat and 

the scaffolding in the building of His temple. As God’s children, young and old alike, we are 

called to live in the world but not to be a part of that world. Our passage today tells us that we 

must not enter into their activities or have close fellowship with them. This is especially true for 

you, young people. Even though higher education or job seeking puts you in contact with that 

world, remember your holy calling is to not compromise your principles. Especially as you seek 

friends and your life’s mate, pray for guidance that you may truly agree in faith, hope and 

doctrine. Sing Psalter 328:1, 2, 4. 

 

April 29 Read Ephesians 6:10-17 

 

You have many different names as members of God’s church in the world. Some examples are 

sheep, branches, living stones, and we could name many others. Today we fit the description of 

soldiers, called to put on the whole armour of God. Five parts of this armour are for defense and 

one for offense. The Roman soldier at the time in which this epistle was written was well 

equipped to repel the arrows and swords of the enemy. Today we are called to put on the girdle 

of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, shoes of the preparation of the gospel of peace, the 



shield of faith and helmet of salvation as a sure defense against the attacks of Satan. This is 

spiritual armour, most necessary to overcome our spiritual enemies. The weapon of offense is the 

sword of the Spirit, namely the Word of God. Feast on that Word today as you hear it 

proclaimed, and by faith put on the entire armour so that you may be a well equipped soldier in 

the army of God. Sing Psalter 352:1-4. 

 

April 30 Read III John 1-4 

 

The last verse of our passage today can be echoed with great fervor by many people, but 

especially pastors, elders and parents. To hear that their children walk in the truth is indeed a 

cause for rejoicing. What is truth? Truth is a virtue of God; it belongs to His eternal 

unchangeableness. Truth is revealed in Scripture and there is no truth apart from Holy Scripture. 

When children walk in the truth, they walk in obedience to that Word and that brings joy. When 

the spiritual children of the pastor and elders walk in the truth, there is harmony and growth in 

knowledge and faith. When parents see their children walk in truth, then love, peace, and 

covenant fellowship abounds. On the contrary, when children or young people do not walk in 

truth, but rather in rebellion and disobedience, great sorrow is the result. Pastors and elders labor 

then in heaviness and sorrow, and parents with grief and tears. Children and young people, pray 

for grace to walk in the truth and you will reap rich harvests of joy. Sing Psalter 213:1-3. 
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