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Imagine you as a parent are beginning a new school year and once again it is time to pay 

your child’s expensive tuition. You are flipping through the pile of daily mail with all of its bills, 

flyers, and letters. Suddenly you see it - a tuition voucher made out for your personal use towards 

your child’s tuition in the school of your choice. Sounds great, doesn’t it? This voucher would 

help out greatly and you could spend your own money on other things: monthly bills, clothes, 

whatever you wish. Doesn’t that sound too good to be true? Well, unfortunately the answer is 

yes. 

A few years ago the United States government proposed a new law that would make this 

very occurrence possible. This law or proposition would indeed grant money to the school of 

your choice towards tuition and fees, but it would also do a lot more. At first one might jump at 

the chance of free money, especially since our private schools tend to be quite expensive. 

However, we must look deeper with the realization that along with government money comes 

government’s power and control. The saying that “there is no such thing as a free lunch” rings 

especially true in this case. Our schools have worked hard for many years to preserve our 

Christian way of education and life steadfastly following the rule in Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a 

child in the way he should go: and when he is old he will not depart from it.” If the government 

is given permission to interfere with our goals of teaching in a God-fearing manner, then our 

schools as we know them are doomed. 

Many methods of teaching and the curriculum as a whole would be perverted in our 

Christians schools if the vouchers came into mandatory law. The rights of the teachers to teach 

as Christians would be taken away. In its place more liberal and un-religious methods would be 

utilized. Prayer would be one of the first things to go. In public schools it is definitely not 

allowed, especially by the teacher in front of the class. Prayer is a fundamental part of a 

Christian’s life. It is our way of praising God, thanking Him for all our many blessings, and 

obtaining wisdom in our understanding of how to walk in His way. As true Christians we must 

desire prayer as in Colossians 1:9, “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not 

cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all 

wisdom and spiritual understanding.” 

Another reason for opposing the vouchers is that Bible would no longer be able to be 

taught as a class. It would most likely be eradicated, and if it was allowed to be kept, the 

government would require our Christian teachers to teach our Covenant children about other 

religions as well. Also, it would not be allowed to be taught as the truth. It would be taught as 

fiction or a “juicy story” as my atheist English professor would put it. At such a crucial time 

when our children need to really focus on the Protestant Reformed religion, it would be hurtful to 

waste such precious time on the instruction in other religions. Christian children, especially 

during their young influential years, need a strong knowledgeable base in their own religion. 

They need to know how to live in antithesis with the wicked world. There are so many different 

denominations that trying to list them all off would make one’s head spin. In such confusion we 

do not need the government to hinder our teaching of the true Word. As in Deuteronomy 5:33 

which says, “Ye shall walk in all the ways which the Lord your God hath commanded you, that 



ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land 

which ye shall possess,” we must remain separate and walk in God’s way. Only in this way are 

we to live lives which are pleasant in His sight. 

We as God’s children must strive to teach our Covenant young children in the way they 

should go. In the future—when they must enter a public high school, college, and even the job 

world—they must be prepared with the truth. Teachers, fellow students, employers, coworkers, 

and all other earthly neighbors may be tools used by the devil, and we must be ready to defend 

the truth of God’s Word. Morals and a pleasant demeanor do not make a true Christian, nor do 

they qualify a person for being a teacher in one of our schools. If vouchers were to be introduced, 

the very people we are told to live in antithesis from would be teaching our young children. The 

reason for this is that the government could easily step in saying that our schools are prejudiced 

and thereby they would have the “right” to hire teachers from the world to instruct in our 

schools. 

The world which we live in today has severely “watered down” the meaning of 

Christianity. In my last Pre and Post lesson, Pastor den Hartog spoke on the twenty-eighth article 

of the Belgic Confession entitled “That everyone is bound to join himself to the true church.” He 

said that if one was to poll the citizens in the United States about seventy to eighty percent would 

say that they are Christians. Also, if we were to ask those same people whether or not they 

attended church the numbers would drop by at least half. Sadly, this is very true. As any other 

true Christian, I have seen this lack of true Christianity all though out my life. These would be 

the people that we would have to let in to teach our children. For this reason we are to be careful 

with which influences we allow in our schools, especially concerning the government. It is not 

our place to judge people here on this earth. Judgment can only be passed by God. However, we 

do have to be careful, and allowing vouchers in our schools would be a terrible detriment. These 

false believers would let the world’s views and ideas in and oppose our own. At this point (in 

making a decision on whether or not we want to use vouchers) we must ask ourselves an 

important question. Are we more concerned about the size of our wallets or in adhering to God’s 

holy Word? 

Accepting vouchers into our schools would be a terrible detriment for everyone involved. 

The parents might feel a little less burdened as far as their pocket books are concerned, but the 

losses which both they and their children will experience as a result will not be worth the money. 

Also, the very reason that the parents are sending their children to our schools would be taken 

away. The teachers would no longer be able to teach as they have always been able to—in a God 

fearing manner. We are called to live according to God’s will and to teach our children in His 

ways. If vouchers were to be introduced into our education system, God’s calling for us to 

instruct His children in a God-fearing manner would be taken away. 
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