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Every day we are faced with this question: Do we simply obey those in authority, or must 

we submit to them? Whether this be with respect to parents or the government, there is a clear 

distinction between obedience and submission. The world does not often see this difference, but 

we, as Christians, should be able to recognize it. There is much more to our calling to our 

superiors than simple obedience. 

To obey is to perform that which those in authority have commanded. The act of 

obedience does not necessarily include respect. Thomas Jonathan (Stonewall) Jackson said, “My 

duty is to obey orders.” He recognized that no matter what his opinion, he had no choice but to 

carry out the command. The generals who gave the mandates were in control, and although he 

did not always agree with or respect them, Jackson could only consent. 

Submission is to willingly place oneself under those in authority with an attitude of honor 

and respect. It is to recognize that God created every relationship between those in authority and 

those under it. Romans 13:2 plainly states that, “Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, 

resisteth the ordinance of God.” The power referred to here is the authority that God established 

at the beginning of time. We must be motivated to pay tribute and respect to that authority 

because they are “God’s ministers” (Romans 13:6). God’s purpose in creating government was 

to provide order and protection for His people. 

Submission is not simply an act of obedience. Even if someone followed every law 

crafted by the authorities, he would not necessarily be submitting to it. In order for there to be 

submission, an attitude of love, honor, and respect must accompany obedience. 

We can clearly recognize the emphasis on submission over obedience by examining our 

relationships to our parents and the government. 

The relationship between parents and children is fundamental to our understanding of 

submission. God commanded us to not only obey our parents, but also to honor and love them. 

Deuteronomy 5:16 says, “Honor thy father and thy mother, as the Lord thy God hath 

commanded thee.” The command to obey parents is implied in the Fifth Commandment. If we 

really honor and love our parents, we will strive to obey and submit to them. 

The necessity of order in the home is imperative. Without order, chaos would reign and 

almost nothing could be accomplished as planned. For there to be order, there must be 

obedience, love, and honor between both parents and children. 

Children must obey their parents willingly. Those who obey their parents but really don’t 

want to are not submitting. It is simple to obey, but difficult to submit. When a parent tells a 

child to go to his room because he was naughty, the child would obey if he went to his room. 

However, he would not submit if he slammed the door so hard that picture frames rattled off the 

walls. This is not the attitude of love and honor that is required of children. The child would 

submit if he calmly descended the stairs, quietly closed the door, and reverently evaluated his 

actions before God. 

Order within the state is also imperative. To have order in the state, the citizens must 

willingly consent to the laws of the government and respect it in everything it does. This 



obedience and respect represents our submission to the government. However, we must not 

submit to the authority only because we are afraid of the consequences if we fail to submit. 

Again Romans 13 explains, this time in verse six: “Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only 

for wrath, but also for conscience sake.” We must submit to the government because our 

conscience, created by God, tells us to be submissive to its authority. 

Our compliance to the government is characterized by our willingness to pay taxes 

regardless of the cause for which the money is being collected. “Render therefore to all their 

dues: tribute to whom tribute is due, custom to whom custom” (Romans 13:7). Paul tells us here 

to give to the government because it is due them. Nothing we possess is ours, and we need to 

support the authority that God placed over us. 

The solitary reason that can justify our disobedience to authority is if it commands and 

requires us to do something contrary to Scripture. Then, even though we must disobey, we must 

do so with respect and honor because God ordained the authority. When Peter and the other 

apostles were directly commanded not to preach in Christ’s name, they replied, “We ought to 

obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). The apostles disobeyed the authority, but still submitted 

to it by going to prison wi1lingly and by not instigating rebellion. 

Next time we ponder the question of obedience or submission, we should know the 

answer immediately. God requires submission of us, and He will give us the strength to carry out 

that calling. Submission is not simply an outward act; it is a matter of the heart. We must submit 

not only in obedience, but also in love, honor, and respect to our parents and the government. 
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