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“Open rebuke is better than secret love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses 

of an enemy are deceitful.” This is God’s Word as found in Proverbs 27:5, 6. In these verses are 

to be found a principle that is central to all friendships within the body of Christ. Those who 

truly are friends within the body of Christ are willing to bring admonition to their friends when 

they are beginning to wander in the paths of sin. Likewise, within the body of Christ, friends are 

willing to humbly receive and submit to the admonitions of their brothers and sisters. If one 

refuses to admonish his friend in Christ, he may be sure that he does not truly love his friend. 

This truth is especially important to the young people of the church, because there is tremendous 

pressure at this age not to bring admonitions when necessary. 

Friendships within the body of Christ are truly unique friendships. These kinds of 

friendships do not exist in the world. They are different because they are friendships based upon 

an agreement of the truth about God. “Can two walk together except they be agreed?” (Amos 

3:3). Because there is agreement about that truth, it follows that there is fellowship among 

friends about that truth. Together, friends talk about that truth and walk in the ways of that truth. 

When one, or a group of friends, says something contrary to the truth and walks in a manner 

contrary to the truth, the friendship cannot continue until there is once again harmony of 

confession and walk among the friends. 

Therefore, we can see the necessity of admonition among friends. These admonitions are 

necessary in order that those who wander in ways contrary to the truth are brought back into the 

fellowship of God and the body of Christ. When friends refuse or shrug off their responsibility to 

admonish one another, many serious consequences follow. 

God’s Word makes clear to us that the way of love is through admonition. Our refusal to 

admonish is likened to hatred. We read in Leviticus 19:17: “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in 

thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him.” When we 

see our brother in Christ walking in a way contrary to God’s Word, and we refuse to admonish 

him, then we hate that brother in our hearts because we allow sin to come upon him. Love for the 

brother is demonstrated in the way of admonition as we have seen from Proverbs 27:5,6. We are 

willing to rebuke our friends, and in that way, bring them back (according to the will of God) to 

our fellowship and God’s. We are faithful to God and our friends when we are willing to warn 

our friends from the ways of sin. 

What are the consequences of our refusal to rebuke our friend when we see him go in the 

way of sin? First of all, we allow him to fall into sin. And if he is already walking in sin, we 

allow him to wander farther from God and fall deeper into sin. This consequence is set forth in 

Leviticus 19:17. Secondly, we become a partaker in the sins of our friend when we know he is 

committing a particular sin and we say nothing to him. This connection is made in Ephesians 

5:11, where we are commanded to “have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 

rather reprove them.” While this passage is speaking of the works themselves, it still remains 

true that our refusal to reprove makes us a partaker of our friend’s sins. Thirdly, when we refuse 

to admonish, it becomes impossible for us to carry on a true friendship with that brother. Our 

refusal to admonish means that we can no longer have fellowship with one another about the 

truth, and our friendship is reduced to nothing more than a hollow relationship based upon 



nothing more than a few arbitrary likes and dislikes. What is made known is our lack of love for 

our brother. 

This lack of love ought not to characterize our friendships. True love is shown in the way 

of humble admonition. Humility is required not only by those who receive an admonition, but by 

those who must bring admonition. In Proverbs 27:6 those admonitions are described as 

“wounds.” When a surgeon’s desire is to cure his patient of cancer, it becomes necessary for him 

to make cuts and wounds where needed, in order that the cancer may be removed and healing 

may take place. His goal is not accomplished until he is willing to take his scalpel to his patient. 

These “wounds” are described further by David as “smiting” in Psalm 141:5. Here we read, “Let 

the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, 

which shall not break my head.” We can understand the humility which must be involved in the 

“wounding” and “smiting” of our friends. This is not an easy task. 

It is very humbling and difficult to bring admonition for a number of reasons. First, we 

are aware of our own sin and unworthiness. Perhaps we have participated with our friends in a 

sin and now God has made known to us the evil of this way. How can we reprove our friends for 

the very same thing we have participated in? Second, we must overcome our sinful pride. Our 

chief concern when we come to admonish our friend is not his welfare, but our own. We are 

afraid that he will remind us of our many sins. We are terrified that we will be labeled a “goody-

goody” or “holier-than-thou.” And so we must come humbly, not worried about what may be 

said about us. Third, we are afraid that we will lose our friend. Even though we may recognize 

that admonition is necessary, we do not want to “rock the boat,” and so we tolerate the sin of our 

brother in order that a relationship may still be maintained. 

As hard as it is to humbly bring rebuke, it is even harder to humbly receive rebuke. When 

a friend comes to us and shows us the error of our ways, our old man immediately bristles. Our 

sinful pride arises and we are quick to think of the sins of the brother who is reproving us. It may 

even be that we are so bold as to let these thoughts be known to our brother in a spirit of 

contempt. We had been quite content walking the path of sin and we find the “smiting” of our 

friend to be painful at first. 

But, the reward of humbly giving and receiving admonition is great. Those who humbly 

receive admonition are turned from ways of sin. When our friend has turned from his walk in the 

ways of sin, he is again restored to closer fellowship with God and with us. We must understand 

this. We cannot have fellowship with one who is walking unrepentantly in the way of sin. 

Neither can we have fellowship with those who do not confess the truth. When a brother is 

restored to closer fellowship with God and with us, he will find that he has a renewed love for 

the friend who admonished him. He will find that his love for his friend has been deepened. This 

truth is found in Psalm 141:5. David says that the “smiting” of the righteous is an “excellent oil.” 

Further, he says that he will pray for those who corrected him when they are in trouble. 

Those who humbly give admonition also find a great reward. When we bring rebuke, we 

are the instruments of God to demonstrate “kindness” to the brother (Psalm 141:5). Secondly, we 

will also gain to ourselves an even closer friendship and a deeper love from the brother who 

received our admonition. Proverbs 9:8 tells us, “rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.” 

Finally, when we bring admonition we find favor with those who receive admonition. We read in 

Proverbs 28:23, “He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favour than he that flattereth 

with the tongue.” 

It is in the way of humbly giving and receiving correction that we come to know who our 

true friends are. We must ask ourselves, “Am I willing to bring an admonition to my friend who 



is walking in the way of sin?” Likewise, “Am I willing to submit to the words of a friend who 

brings to me correction?” Are we found among the company of the wise who receive correction, 

or do we find that we are in the company of scorners who despise reproof? (Prov. 15:12). 

It is our calling as children of God to grow in this area of our walk. May we say with 

David the words of Psalm 141:5, “Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him 

reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head: for yet my prayer also 

shall be in their calamities.” 
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