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“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and 

void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 

the waters” (Genesis 1:1-2). With these words God reveals to us that He, with the power of His 

Word, brought every particle of matter in the universe into existence and also created the space 

which that matter fills. Today we define matter as “anything that has mass and takes up space.” 

 

It may help to think of matter as clay that begins as a formless lump. That lump, however, 

can be squeezed and formed into an infinite array of different shapes. The clay is one substance, 

but it can be made into many different things. All the matter of this earth, and perhaps the entire 

universe, is made out of the one substance we call matter. This matter is all made out of atoms, 

and atoms are all made out of three smaller particles we call “protons, neutrons, and electrons.” 

When God called this world into existence, He created every single proton, neutron, and 

electron. All the material that He created was in His hands as clay that would be formed into the 

earth with everything in it. 

Having created all the substance of the universe, God then began to divide and form the 

various things with which we are familiar. From the formless mass of matter, God made the 

water and the earth. From the earth the creative voice of God fashioned the plants. God then 

called forth the galaxies and stars out of the matter that filled the rest of the universe. Out of the 

matter that was found in the waters of the earth God fashioned all the life of the oceans and the 

birds that fly in the air. Finally on the sixth day, the Word of God gathered the necessary matter 

from the earth and formed the animals. With His own hands God arranged every atom, chemical, 

and piece of tissue in the body of man and breathed into him the breath of life. God formed all 

these things from the matter which He created out of nothing. 

When we look at matter through the spectacles of Scripture, we see that matter is a 

created substance. Man has studied matter and has formulated the law which states, “matter 

cannot be created or destroyed.” This is called “The law of conservation of mass.” Within the 

earthly realm this law is true—since the time of creation, neither man nor any earthly creature 

can create more matter nor destroy it. Matter only changes from one form to another. When two 

pounds of wood is burned, it turns into two pounds of ash, carbon dioxide, and water. But sinful 

man takes this law and extrapolates it to make matter an eternal substance. Instead of believing 

the word of God, he imagines that all the matter of the universe was at one time, billions and 

billions of years ago, crammed into a tiny speck which exploded. He imagines that matter 

naturally condensed into the elements we have today and, as the universe expands, all things 

including living things evolve into the forms we have today. Through the spectacles of Scripture 

we see that matter was created by the almighty Word of God and every star and creature on the 

earth was formed by God according to His eternal plan and design. “Who hath measured the 

waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the 

dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance?” 

(Isaiah 40:12). It is our God. 

When we look at matter through the spectacles of Scripture we also see that it is God who 

upholds the existence of matter. We read in Psalm 75:3, “The earth and all the inhabitants thereof 

are dissolved: I bear up the pillars of it. Selah.” Man in rebellion looks turns from this truth and 



stubbornly asserts that matter is such that it exists of its own accord. Man also asserts that matter 

can never be destroyed. On the contrary we read in II Peter 3:12-13, “Looking for and hasting 

unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 

elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new 

heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” True, it does not say that the elements 

will cease to exist. Nevertheless, God makes it clear that He is in sovereign control and will do 

with elements as He pleases. 

The Bible says nothing specific about the matter that God created. God does not tell us that 

matter consists of neutrons, protons, and electrons. God does not tell us that an atom of 

Hydrogen consists of one proton, one neutron, and one electron. He does not tell us that Helium 

has two protons, two neutrons, and two electrons. He does not tell us that each element in order 

after with one more of each particle than the element before is a distinct element with distinct 

properties. He did not tell us that He attached two Hydrogen atoms to an Oxygen atom to create 

the water. But He has from the beginning of the world revealed to man that it was He Who 

created matter with all the amazing properties that it has and it was He Who fashioned the matter 

into the trees, creatures, and everything else in the world around us. 

God determined in His counsel that man would discover how to work with the atoms. 

The philosopher Thales (c. 640-546 B.C.) observed that things could change from one thing to 

another (for example a piece of wood burning to ashes) and concluded that the basic substance, 

or element, was water. Anaximenes of Miletus concluded that the basic element was air and that 

as it was compressed, it would become water and finally earth and stone. Heraclitus of Ephesus 

(c. 540-475 B.C.) suggested that if change characterized the universe then the ever changing fire 

must be the basic element. Finally Empedocle of Sicily (c.490-c.430 B.C.) came along and 

suggested that there were four basic elements (earth, fire, air, and water) instead of just one. 

Democritus (c 470-380 B.C.) was the only one who proposed the idea of different kinds of 

atoms. 

The alchemists worked with the ideas of earth, fire, air, and water for some 2000 years 

trying to convert various metals into gold without success. It was not until the late18th century 

that the idea of atoms became popular and God allowed certain scientists to discover some 

concrete facts about atoms. Today man has developed in his understanding of the matter of the 

creation to the point where he also is able to arrange the atoms and make things that never before 

existed. 

As man studies the living creatures and plants he is able to see how the various atoms are 

arranged to make a particular kind of tissue or structure. Man has recently finished mapping out 

the long series of molecules that encode the instructions for making every tissue, chemical, and 

hormone of the human body. This knowledge is at the heart of the whole Industrial Revolution. 

With every increase of knowledge, man puffs himself up even more with pride, and in doing so 

God makes known more and more of “his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without 

excuse” (Romans 1:20b). 

As believers we hold by faith the truth that God created the various kinds of atoms that 

He hooked together to bring man into existence. Wicked man says, “no, matter is such that the 

atoms will of their own natural properties connect together and develop into living creatures.” By 

nature we would all deny God. “Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the 

word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear” (Hebrews 

11:3). It is God who from eternity determined that code of instructions within a strand of DNA. 



God also preserves the existence of the matter and the life within every creature. Looking at 

matter through the spectacles of Scripture we give continual praise to the Creator. 
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