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If someone asked you what the Federation of Protestant Reformed Young People’s 

Societies is, would you know how to answer? You might never have guessed that its purpose is 

built specifically around your lives within the church. The Executive Board of the Federation 

consists of ten people who work for the benefit of the Protestant Reformed Young People. This 

group is comprised of seven officers, a youth coordinator, and two advisors, each of whom 

serves a two-year term. The officers are usually members, or recently were members, of a Young 

People’s Society; the youth coordinator is a lay member of the Church; and the two advisors, 

who give council and guidance, are chosen from the ministry of our churches. These members 

meet together to discuss matters that pertain to the purpose of the Federation. 

The constitution of the Federation lays out three specific purposes: First, to enable all Protestant 

Reformed Young People’s Societies to work in close unity; second, to guide these societies so 

they develop in faith and doctrine, particularly by means of a Federation Publication; and third, 

to give united expression to our specific Protestant Reformed character. We are only able to 

accomplish these three purposes with the help of our almighty God who guides each and every 

decision we make, and continually provides for His people. 

One of the major ways that the Federation is able to accomplish each of its purposes is 

through the publication of the Beacon Lights. The Beacon Lights staff is responsible for carrying 

out the publication of this magazine. The Beacon Lights is “a magazine designed primarily for 

the Protestant Reformed Young People, to give expression and application of the Protestant 

Reformed truth in various spheres of life, and through this means of edification to draw our 

young people closer in their common bond of unity”(Constitution, 12). There are over twenty-

five different Young People’s Societies, and over 600 young people all believing in the same 

truth, which is the basis of the Beacon Lights. So we encourage you young people to read this 

magazine that is designed primarily for you. Also, read and study it because it has a purpose of 

“drawing our young people closer in their common bond of unity.” With that in mind, the 

Beacon Lights could very well be used by the leaders of the Young People’s Societies as a 

possible source of discussion material.  

There are three opportunities, organized by the Federation, that give the different Young 

People’s Societies the chance to gather together to promote the unity that our constitution 

calls for. These are Mass meetings, Singspirations, and the annual Young Peoples 

Convention.  

One of the most meaningful activities that the Federation looks forward to every year is 

the annual Convention. Every year the Federation asks one of the Societies if they would like to 

host the largest gathering of Protestant Reformed Young People. This year’s convention is being 

hosted by our Protestant Reformed Church in Holland, Michigan. By accepting, Holland has 

taken on a gigantic task that requires months of planning, organizing, fundraising, and just plain 

loads of work and cooperation. However, they also have taken on a task that has a reward that far 

exceeds the expectations of all their hard work. They give the future church, you as young 

people, a time to grow spiritually, with new and old friends, creating memories and relationships 

that will last a lifetime. 

It would be very difficult for a single society to gather together the funds necessary to 

host the Convention. This is where the churches and the Protestant Reformed Young People’s 



Societies come in. The Federation holds each society responsible for a number of financial 

responsibilities.  

One of these responsibilities includes the payment of dues from each member of the 

society. A part of these dues goes towards the Convention, a part to the Scholarship Fund, and 

another part to support the publication of the Beacon Lights. Each member, then, has a part in the 

financial support of the Federation activities.  

The other responsibility is one that gives each society a chance to grow as a group of 

young people while working to raise money for the Convention, fundraisers. These fundraisers 

also give churches the chance to come together to support their young people. 

There is another committee that is used by the Federation to carry out its work in the lives 

of Protestant Reformed Young People. This committee encourages continued work in the areas 

of the ministry and teaching in our Christian schools. The Protestant Reformed Scholarship Fund 

Committee has a purpose of “aid[ing] financially those who are attending or planning to attend 

college to prepare themselves to be either teachers or ministers in the Protestant Reformed 

schools and churches” (Constitution, 8). This fund has been extremely helpful in decreasing the 

burden of paying for college for those seeking to go into these areas of Christian service. With 

your support and prayer we hope to be able to continue to support other future teachers and 

ministers. 

This gives you a brief look at an organization that rests wholly on the guidance, love, and 

grace of a God that continually provides for you, His covenant children. 

The Federation is only a small group of people. God has provided and will continue to 

provide, Lord willing, dedicated people and the abundant resources needed to continue 

organizations and events such as the Beacon Lights, the Scholarship Fund Committee, Young 

People’s Societies, Mass meetings, Singspirations, and Conventions.  

It is always our prayer as the Federation of Protestant Reformed Young People’s 

Societies that God is directing our work in a way that glorifies Him by serving the future church, 

as well as today’s church. 
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