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February 1 Read Proverbs 19:1-7 

 

Jesus in His last days on this earth told His disciples that they had the poor with them always. 

Now He was telling His disciples to focus on His death as the only way to salvation, but He was 

also directing them to a very important fact. The poor are in our midst. If we have not been given 

many material gifts, are we realizing that this is God’s way for us? If we have much—and most 

of us do, do we help those whom God has placed in our circles? In this world the poor have 

almost no place. What about in our churches? Are the poor received as the people of God? Let us 

ponder this truth and realize that the materially poor are pictures of us. Without Christ we are 

spiritually poor. We need the riches of God’s grace to us. Let us share our earthly riches with 

those who need them. Sing Psalter 24. 

 

February 2 Read Proverbs 19:8-13 

 

Are you discrete, people of God? Parents, do your children and young people understand the 

virtue of discretion? To be discrete is to love the neighbor. We love him and therefore we do not 

spread stories about him to others. We stop and think and do not lose our cool when we think our 

neighbor has wronged us. God has passed over our transgression through His love toward us in 

sending His only begotten Son to die on Calvary’s tree in our stead. In thanksgiving we must 

forgive those who trespass against us. This is a fundamental part of the Lord’s prayer. It is an 

attitude that we must cultivate in our dealings with our neighbors. In doing this we will have 

more peace at home, at school, and in our churches. Let us be discrete and pass over our 

neighbor’s transgressions. In doing so we will receive the praise of our heavenly Father who 

forgave each of our sins. Sing Psalter 83. 

 

February 3 Read Proverbs 19:14-21 

 

Notice the parallelism found in this verse. As part of Solomon’s admonition to his son, he wants 

him to ponder whom he is to marry. A young man prepares for his future in many ways. He 

works so that he can build his house. He educates himself in some way so that he can earn a 

living. All of these things are prudent. All of these things also are necessary and ordained by 

God. Solomon also wants his young adult son to consider whom he will marry. What about you 

young men? Are you looking for a wife? Are you looking for a God-fearing wife? Now I said a 

God-fearing wife not a wife, that you will attempt to make God-fearing. You will not find her in 

the places of the world. A worldly counselor may tell you to frequent the singles bar to find a 

wife. Solomon did not tell his son that. Look in the church, young men. There you will find her 

whom God calls beautiful. Pray for a prudent wife and you will have a good thing. Sing Psalter 

360. 

 

February 4 Read Proverbs 19:22-29 

 



Young people and children, I want you to stop and reread verse 27. Then I want you to ponder its 

meaning. Are you hearing instruction which is detracting from God’s knowledge? What about 

the tapes, CD’s, or radio stations to which you listen? What about the videos that you watch? 

What about the books and magazines which are “cool”? What are these things teaching you? By 

now, parents, you should see that you have an enormous responsibility here as well. In what way 

are you training your young children? Will they know from your example how to cease from 

hearing harmful instructions? Or do you bring the videos home from the grocery store or library 

and say here is knowledge for you tonight? What do you allow your young people and children 

to watch on TV? In this day and age we must be vigilant because that lion Satan is using these 

means to cause our children and young people to err. Sing Psalter 327. 

 

February 5 Read Proverbs 20:1-8 

 

Do you need a verse which is appropriate for today’s world and today’s attitudes? This might be 

the one. How many articles of clothing have a person’s name on them? How often do we wish to 

shout our name from the roof tops? How many times does the word I turn up in our 

conversation? This is a me-centered world. The Christian has fallen prey to this as well. To be 

faithful means to deny ourselves. Are we ready and willing to do that? Children, young people, 

adults of all ages, are we ready to put ourselves last and God and others first? We must do this in 

our homes. We must do this in our schools. And, of course, we must do this in our churches. To 

do anything else is to take the name of God in vain. The two great commandments are really all 

the instruction we need in this matter. Let us leave I out of our lives and let us love God and the 

neighbor each minute of each day that we live. Sing Psalter 253: stanzas 1, 2, 5, and 6. 

 

February 6 Read Proverbs 20:9-16 

 

Children and young people, verse 11 is for you. Solomon knew his children and teenagers. He 

knew that by nature they thought that their sins did not count yet. This is the position of some 

theologians and churches as well. They thought, and think today, that sowing a little “wild oats” 

was permissible. God says, children and young people, that even your works are known by Him. 

He will call them into judgment in the last day. Will you be able to testify about your pure and 

right works? Or will you hide your head in shame before the gaze of Almighty God? Parents, 

how are you teaching your children and young people? Are you excusing wild oats or holding 

your children and teenagers accountable? Verse 11 is God’s judgment not man’s. What more 

must we say? Sing Psalter 161:1, 4, 5, and 9. 

 

February 7 Read Proverbs 20:17-23 

 

From admonitions to our children to admonitions to us adults, Solomon covers the whole gamut 

of everyday life. As adults we have the responsibility to be honest in our daily lives. We must 

never try to cheat those with whom we do business. We must give to our employers an honest 

days work. Those who are employers must be honest with their employees. Not one of us can 

escape the admonition of verse 23. Each of us is charged with being honest in our daily lives. We 

must examine what we do and see that it is as pure as the newly-fallen snow. Parents, we must 

teach this principle to our children as well. In their daily work they must be honest. Their 

dealings concerning their school work must be impeccable. We must never give them the idea 



that a little cheating is okay. Let us pray for the grace to love God and our neighbor in this 

matter. Sing Psalter 26. 

 

February 8 Read Proverbs 20:24-30 

 

In verse 29 Solomon reminds all of us that we have gifts from God and must use them to His 

glory and service. Those who are young are strong both physically and emotionally. Therefore 

their calling is to work vigorously in the church in whatever way they are called. The strength of 

the young man can allow him to work tirelessly in the church. The old man is commended for his 

wisdom. He must use that wisdom in the church. He must help the young make decisions about 

the use of their strength. With that wisdom they are to counsel members of Christ’s church in 

right ways of life. None can say it is someone else’s responsibility. All must use their talents for 

the cause of Christ’s kingdom. All must strive to hear the words, “Well done thou good and 

faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord.” Sing Psalter 192. 

 

February 9 Read Proverbs 21:1-8 

 

Reread verse two again, people of God. The first phrase of this antithetical parallelism was the 

situation in the days of the judges. But I also fear it is the situation in today’s world including 

that of the church. Young people, pay attention here. How many of you have answered the 

question “Why did you do that?” with the words: “Because I wanted to.” We can justify our 

actions in our own eyes, but what does God think about them? The searcher of hearts knows our 

inmost thoughts. He knows what motivates our decisions. At the end of time He will examine 

what we have done. Let us make decisions about our way in the consciousness that God is the 

supreme judge. Only then can we please Him. Sing Psalter 95. 

 

February 10 Read Proverbs 21:9-16 

 

It is Saturday again. Are we ready for Sunday? Are we going to church tomorrow, or have we 

found an excuse to absent ourselves from the means of grace? If we are prone to look for ways to 

desecrate the Sabbath, let’s take another look at verse 16. Ignoring the means of grace means that 

we are wandering out of the way of understanding. Wandering out of the way of understanding 

means that we are going to the congregation of the dead rather than the living. We can also fall 

prey to this sin by going to a church were the Word is not purely preached, the Sacraments not 

observed, or discipline neglected. We can also wander from the way of understanding by not 

living a life pleasing to God. Read Psalm 1 sometime today or tomorrow. It will show to us the 

way of understanding. Sing Psalter 336. 

 

February 11 Read Proverbs 21:17-24 

 

A few months ago I assigned my students to prepare devotions on the use of the tongue. In our 

classroom devotions we were reading through the book of Proverbs. We were astonished at the 

number of times Solomon addressed this issue. Solomon’s children were no different than the 

children today. They all need to be reminded about the proper use of the tongue which God gave 

them. In Scripture, James also spent a whole chapter on this issue. Is this only an admonition to 

the young? Of course not! We adults need to watch our tongues as well. In this verse watching 



our tongues keeps our soul from trouble. This should show to us the seriousness of the matter. A 

little gossip, a little swearing, a little lie all have bad consequences. Worst of all they hurt our 

souls. Let us watch our tongues and keep our souls. Sing Psalter 343. 

 

February 12 Read Proverbs 21:25-31 

 

In verse 31 Solomon uses a figure of speech to remind us in Whom we must place our trust. 

Even though Solomon’s kingdom was basically peaceful in nature, he knew what war was. He 

knew that a soldier on horseback had an advantage over the soldier on foot. Today we may look 

for many ways for safety. The world and sometimes we of the church seek to find financial 

safety in our wise investments. The black horse of Revelation can take away what we perceive to 

be our safety net. Our help must come from Jehovah “who made heaven and earth.” Solomon not 

only learned about war from his father, but he also learned about safety. Safety came not from 

the works of man but from God. Is this our confession? Sing Psalter 305. 

 

February 13 Read Proverbs 22:1-8 

 

Young people, reread verse 3. Do you see how this applies to your lives? As you go out with 

your friends, do you examine the evening’s plans and try to see where they might end up? Or 

must you say to Dad or a police officer that you were just in the wrong place at the wrong time? 

When you see that your friends’ plans may end up badly what do you do? Do you follow them 

blindly or do you part ways with them and hide from the evil? Solomon did not leave his 

teenagers with an excuse. Neither does God. Think ahead, children and young people, and do 

that which is good. Sing Psalter 145. 

 

February 14 Read Proverbs 22:9-16 

 

Verse ten gets to the very heart of keeping peace. You do not keep peace by giving in to 

everyone. Those who scorn the ways of God must be disciplined even to the point of removing 

them from your fellowship. The church is admonished to do this in the way of Christian 

discipline. Young people and children must not be companions with those who scorn God’s 

Word. This may not always be easy. But it is what must be done to keep both inner and outer 

peace in our lives. Sing Psalter 361. 

 

February 15 Read Proverbs 22:17-21 

 

In this section Solomon gets back to the main theme of this book—wisdom. First of all, he tells 

us to listen to the wise. Secondly, we must apply our hearts to true wisdom. This means we not 

only learn God’s Word but that we are admonished to make it part of our daily life. Thirdly, we 

must keep wisdom on our lips. Then, we must trust in the Lord in all our ways. Finally, we must 

be ready to give answer to all those who ask about our choices. This means we must be diligent 

in many things. The most important of which is the learning of God’s Word. This does not end 

with confession of faith; on this earth it ends with death. Be diligent in this matter, people of 

God, and be wise. Sing Psalter 298. 

 

February 16 Read Proverbs 22:22-29 



 

Are you diligent in your ways, people of God of all ages? Children and young people have much 

to learn about in verse 29. The word diligent does not just mean in earthly matters. If that were 

true, any living person could say that he has attained to goodness. No, there is spiritual diligence 

which is at stake here. True we must be diligent in our studies if we are going to “make it in 

today’s world.” But that is not enough. To make it in God’s eyes means that we must be diligent 

in our daily work spiritually as well. Doing well on a school assignment is not enough if we did 

not seek to glorify God in that assignment. Be diligent people of God and you will “make it!” 

Sing Psalter 149. 

 

February 17 Read Proverbs 23:1-7 

 

The first few verses of this chapter warn us to beware of pleasure seeking. Who of us in this 

world does not like to sample the dainties of this life? Whether they be food, clothing, housing, 

toys, sporting equipment, or other dainties does not matter. We must stop and consider what we 

are doing as we sample the dainty. We might ask why. The answer is that once you have sampled 

the dainties at the king’s table, it is hard to resist wanting more and more of them. We become 

covetous and do not seek the better things of this life. We allow the dainties of this world to rule 

our lives and we become greedy. This sin is a hard one to fight in this materialistic age. Let us 

seek the grace to fight it and to help our children fight this sin. Sing Psalter 213:7-9. 

 

February 18 Read Proverbs 23:8-14 

 

Verse ten is one by which we must be instructed. It is necessary to know a little Old Testament 

history in order to understand the verse. Each family was given their land by Moses and Joshua 

as they came into the promised land. The land was then marked with a stone or stones which 

showed the ownership of that piece of land. The land was then to remain in the family forever. It 

also became the sad truth that the widows and orphans fell prey to unscrupulous people who 

would steal their land and take down the ancient landmarks. These landmarks are pictures of the 

spiritual truths that we have been given by God. There are those who would steal the truths of 

Scripture from the church and lead the spiritual orphans astray. Against this sin God warns us to 

have no part. Let us keep the inheritance of Jehovah for our children and children’s children. Let 

us do this today as we and our children hear those truths expounded in the preaching of the 

Word. Sing Psalter 215. 

 

February 19 Read Proverbs 23:15-21 

 

As we send our children off to school today, let us send them off with the words of verse 15. Let 

us admonish them to have a wise heart. We do this because then our heart is made glad. Is this 

because it makes us look good? Do we do this so that the family name is not disgraced? The 

answer to these questions is of course not. We do this because we rejoice when we hear that our 

children walk in the truth of Jehovah. This means, of course, that we walk in those truths. By 

nature Johnny will not walk where Dad will not walk. If Johnny sees Dad walking in Christ’s 

ways, he will be more inclined to do so. Children and young adults, are you seeking to make 

your father’s heart glad? Are you seeking to make your heavenly Father’s heart glad? If you are, 

you have a wise heart. Sing Psalter 360. 



 

February 20 Read Proverbs 23:22-28 

 

Verse 23 has much to say to us in this day and age. This is an age of much buying and selling. 

Very few people in our society are self-sufficient. We buy and sell to obtain our daily necessities. 

Then we buy and sell to secure for ourselves a comfortable future. What buying are we doing for 

our spiritual future? Are we buying the truth? Are we spending the time to study God’s Word in 

the home, catechism, school, or society? Are the catechism books studied with as much intensity 

as the sports pages? Do we spend as much time preparing and attending society as we do for 

other activities? Are our Bibles well-used or does its study receive short shrift in our lives? We 

must buy the truth as commanded in this verse. In doing so we will also get for ourselves 

wisdom, understanding and instruction. Fathers, you must take the lead here. Children and young 

people, you must obey this command of God as well as your parents. Sing Psalter 321. 

 

February 21 Read Proverbs 23:29-35 

 

Solomon sometimes spoke to his son from his own sad experience. Just read his book of 

Ecclesiastes to see the truth of verse 29 and 30. Alcohol is a good gift from God. But the misuse 

of it causes great grief. It is the middle of the week, young people, have you recovered from your 

excesses of the previous weekend? Are you planning the whereabouts of your next illegal and 

unspiritual foray in to the world of drunkenness for the coming weekend? Adults, do you have 

problems with demon rum—as it has been historically called? Living a life which revolves 

around alcohol causes more grief than you can ever know. Solomon knew of what he was 

speaking. Parents, help your young people to say no in this matter. Help them to live an 

antithetical life even as you yourself walk antithetically. Sing Psalter 146:1-6. 

 

February 22 Read Proverbs 24:1-8 

 

Notice the verb in this verse. It is not doeth but deviseth. There are evils which are planned out 

very carefully. The murder who is convicted of premeditated murder has plotted to kill his target. 

His plans are well laid out so that nothing goes wrong. And when he has killed and then arrested, 

he must face the charge of premeditated manslaughter or murder. What about us? Are we guilty 

of premeditated sins? Do we deviously plan to get the best of our neighbor? Children, do you 

plan to get someone in trouble at school? Scripture calls such a mischievous person. This is not 

the little act of mischief that children may be prone to do. This is a sin as heinous as 

premeditated murder. Devise not evil but good and then, and only then, will you please God. 

Sing Psalter 93. 

 

February 23 Read Proverbs 24:9-14 

 

Verse 12 considers the sins of the heart. We must keep all of God’s commandments in thought, 

word, and deed. It is easy for us to look at an authority figure—a parent, teacher, policeman, 

judge, etc.—and say that it was never in our heart to do wrong. Can we do that to Him Who 

knows all things including the heart? At the day of judgment, the thoughts of our hearts will be 

opened unto God and us and He will read them as a book. What will He uncover for us to see? 

Lying begins in the heart; you cannot lie to God. Think about these things, children and young 



people. Think about these things, parents, when you encourage your children to lie to cover up 

either your or their sins. Man looketh on the outward appearance, but God looketh on the heart. 

Sing Psalter 384. 

 

February 24 Read Proverbs 24:15-22 

 

After all these don’ts, it appears that Solomon’s children are saying, “Dad, what about...? 

“Solomon says, “Don’t worry about Johnny across the street.” This is the problem that Asaph 

had in Psalm 73. He was beginning to think that it was fruitless to live an antithetical life. He 

was beginning to think that God was not fair. This is what we do by nature. Our children and 

young people are very prone to do this. They wonder why the earth does not swallow up all those 

who attend movies, dances, and other like evil entertainments in this world. Solomon says, “Fret 

not thyself because of evil men.” Reread verses 19 and 20 and consider the truths taught in them. 

Then pray to God and ask His grace for the wisdom to walk an antithetical walk in this vale of 

tears. Sing Psalter 201. 

 

February 25 Read Proverbs 24:23-29 

 

Reread verses 24-25. Is Solomon only talking to those who are in a position of authority? The 

answer must be no as we have read the words, “My son,” often in the preceding chapters. These 

words are addressed to all of God’s people including young people. There are times which we 

must tell the evil doer that he is evil. To do anything else is to bring his sin upon us. We become 

guilty by association. Soon others will notice our acceptance and encouragement of wickedness 

and judge us to be evil as well. We must seek the blessing of verse 25. This is not easy. It is not 

accepted in today’s world at all. It will not make us popular with some people. But Solomon 

never gives his son tips to win popularity contests. Rebuke the evildoer and receive the blessing 

of God. Sing Psalter 182:1-5. 

 

February 26 Read Proverbs 24:30-34 

 

Let us consider the admonitions of verses 30-32. Reread them if necessary. Solomon has seen the 

field and home of a lazy person. He did not just look at it and say, “What a lazy man that was!” 

He looked at it and was instructed by it. The weeds that were crawling all over the man’s farm 

were warnings to him what would happen in his life if he was lazy. He did not just learn a 

physical lesson. There was also a spiritual lesson to be learned. If we are lazy in the buying of 

the truths of God’s Word, weeds will grow up in our spiritual life and choke it. Worse than that, 

our children will also have their spiritual lives choked by our laxness toward the study of God’s 

Word. Spiritual laziness is a greater sin than physical laziness, but both are an abomination to our 

God Who requires us to be good stewards with what He has given to us. Sing Psalter 70. 

 

February 27 Read Proverbs 25:1-7 

 

It is said that the writer of the book of James has drawn much from the book of Matthew. By the 

same logic, then, the book of Matthew must have drawn much from the book of Proverbs. Seeing 

that the primary author is the Holy Spirit, we have a beautiful testimony to the unity of Scripture. 

In this section of Proverbs we are called to humility. The incident referred to also appears as one 



of Christ’s parables as well as in the book of James. We are called to walk humbly in this world. 

This is not easy because at every turn are those who either proclaim themselves number one or 

urge us to make the same claim. The child of God must in meekness give all glory to God. This 

was true in the Old Testament, this was true in the New Testament, and this is true today. People 

of God, and especially young people, seek God’s glory and not your own. Sing Psalter 86. 

 

February 28 Read Proverbs 25:8-14 

 

As we end this month there is no better thought than that of verse eleven on which to end it. A 

word fitly spoken. This can be the word of encouragement that a discouraged or suffering child 

of God needs. This could be the compliment paid to someone who has excelled in the works of 

Jehovah. This could be the word spoken to the mourner as he lays his loved one in the grave. 

There are many opportunities for us to speak a word in a good manner. Let us take advantage of 

that situation and build up one another in a Christian spirit. Those words spoken in a proper 

manner are better than any earthly riches. Let every child of God seek to give a “word fitly 

spoken” today and every day. Sing Psalter 88. 
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