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Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of 

evil against you falsely, for my names sake” (Matthew 5:11). There are a lot of examples of 

persecution in the Bible, like the Israelites and the disciples. These Christians were persecuted 

because they were different than everyone else. They openly and unashamedly worshiped God, 

and we must do the same. They witnessed to those around them about God, and because of that 

witnessing they were persecuted. The persecution came because of witnessing. There is rarely 

one without the other. They go together. It is our responsibility to God to witness. 

Physical persecution was much more common back then. Why? Are people nicer now? 

Do they tolerate Christians more now? Or is it that Christians have gotten weaker? Are we more 

ashamed of the major differences between us and the world? Or are we just being lazy? I believe 

the last two are more true than the others. Some so-called Christians act so much like the world 

that there is just a fine line between them and the world, barely noticeable. It isn’t easy being 

different from everyone else. Everyone else can agree to that. Not just in religion but in looks 

and other things as well. No matter how, no one likes to be different, especially if you are a 

teenager. Our peers can be very cruel, and we just want to fit in. Sometimes we want to fit in so 

much that we will do anything. So when one is invited to a party where they know there will be 

alcohol they say they will be there. They don’t want anyone to think that they are weird for not 

going. So they go, and get drunk, because after all, everyone else is and they don’t want to be 

separate. But everyone knows this isn’t right. It is obvious what we are to do and what not to do. 

The problem is that we rarely do what we are supposed to do. 

We don’t like doing the right thing because we know what will happen if we do. We will 

be mocked and laughed at and no one wants that. In school, I keep hearing speeches that say 

persecution is coming, which is very true, we can’t deny it. But in small ways it is already here. 

Where I work my friends and I have gotten picked on because when someone swears, we kindly 

ask them if they wouldn’t do that. We try to explain why, but they just think we are weird. We 

don’t always say something when we should, in fact most of the time we don’t. We don’t like to 

be laughed at either. This persecution is nothing compared to what will come in the end, and we 

must learn to be strong. We shouldn’t be afraid of what is to come. In Revelation 2:10 Jesus 

says, “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you 

into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto 

death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” And in Revelation 3:11, “Behold I come quickly: 

hold fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” We have nothing to fear if we have God. 

Physical pain is nothing when we think of the wonderful eternity that we will spend with God in 

Heaven. 

When we are young we often think to ourselves that we can do whatever we want to do 

now and when we are older, then we will follow God and focus on Him. God is supposed to be 

our focus in life no matter what age we are. We are to “remember now thy creator in the days of 

thy youth”. When you are young, not just old. We think we can make up for our mistakes later in 

life. We have a responsibility to God to honor and glorify Him in all that we do. We serve a 



mighty God who created the heavens, the earth, and everything that is in them. He is the only 

one who can save us. We must remember this and trust in Him. Our lives, our strength, and hope 

is in Him. We must always remember this especially in those hard times when someone tempts 

us to do something and you don’t want to be different so you go along with them. We must be 

strong and stand for what the Lord says is right, what is written in His word. We must suffer to 

be laughed at a little now and then. A little teasing is not a big deal, when we think about what is 

to come. 

Some people like to say that God would never persecute His people, but it state plainly in 

the Bible that God’s people will be persecuted. There is no getting around it. Persecution is here 

and is going to keep coming and is going to get worse as the years go by. There are many places 

in the world where there already is persecution, and it is going to keep spreading. 

We must be ready and able to witness, and to know what to say. Acts 22:15, “For thou 

shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.” It isn’t going to be easy. 

Whether one is young or old, we must be ready to defend God. No matter how difficult and 

painful it may be, God will be there. He is our refuge and strength, our shield, and we will put 

our trust in Him. Psalm 119:50-52 “This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath 

quickened me. The proud have had me greatly in derision: yet have I not declined from thy law. I 

remembered thy judgments of old, O Lord; and have comforted myself.” 
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