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Last time, we briefly considered some teachings and practices that are not characterized 

by proper fear of the Lord. We saw that godly fear is different from the fear of pure dread or 

terror that the world has. This attitude is not Christian or godly because it does not draw us closer 

to God. Said the Apostle, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear 

hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love,” (I John 4:18). Instead, the fear of 

God’s people is a holy fear, rooted in love. It is a fear motivated by reverence for and love of 

God. 

After all the tragic events of September 11, the idea of fearing the Lord takes on new 

significance. There is much talk in the media on the on the one hand about not fearing anything 

and on the other about fearing man and man’s weapons. As redeemed believers, we are neither 

pridefully fearless, nor man-fearing, but God-fearing (Matt. 10:28). We know the biblical truths 

that the Lord alone is Sovereign and has all power. God is everywhere-present, and all things are 

under His control. We are greatly conscious that our whole lives are lived by, in, and before Him 

(Acts 17:28). These truths fill us with the awe and wonder of His majesty, and we revere His 

glorious name. 

Holy fear is not only in our thoughts and in our hearts. It is also the way in which we 

work out our own salvation (Phil. 2:12-13). That we fear God will become evident in our 

sanctified and obedient walk. As God-fearing believers, we trust in Christ’s strength to walk 

humbly before God, fight against sin, and do what pleases Him. 

Christian young people, we begin walking in the fear of the Lord in two main ways; first, 

by growing in the knowledge of God’s holiness, and learning how that applies to us as we 

are in Christ; and second, by trying to live “new and holy lives” before Him, obeying 

God’s commandments out of true thankfulness for what He has done for us. 

Walking in the fear of the Lord means that we grow in the knowledge of the great holiness of our 

God. This is important because knowledge of His holiness is understanding (Prov. 9:10). We saw 

before that fearing the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. Now, we see a connection between 

godly fear, understanding and knowledge of His holiness. The more we know about God’s 

holiness, the more we will understand why we must be holy, and how we are to be holy. 

The Lord is the Holy One of Israel (Ps. 71:22). “Be ye holy, for I am holy,” He 

commands us in 1 Peter 1:16. What is God’s holiness? We first think about His perfect 

sinlessness. This is how He is ethically holy. He is totally free from all evil. All of His works are 

wondrous, perfect and without sin. God loves righteousness and us who are righteous in Christ. 

Negatively, His holiness demands that He hate unrighteousness and despise the wicked. His 

curse is already with them in their “house” – in their earthly lives (Prov. 3:33). 

God is also holy in being. We can learn a bit more about this from Isaiah 40. Here, 

Scripture reveals how God is the perfect example of the basic meaning of holiness. He is sacred, 

completely set apart from all other beings. No one is like Him (Is. 40:18, 25). The Lord is high 

and infinitely lifted up above all other beings. The greatest of His creatures is nothing in 

comparison to Him. The nations of the world are so insignificant in comparison to God that they 

are like dust on the balances of a scale – their total weight is so light that it does not even tip the 

scale! (Is. 40:15-17). 



What does God’s holiness mean for us, covenant young people? First, when Jehovah 

spoke to Israel at Mount Sinai to make His covenant with them and give to them His law, He 

called us, His elect, a “kingdom of priests, and an holy nation” (Ex. 19:6). This same 

terminology is used in the New Testament in I Peter 2: 9-11 where we learn that God separated 

us from the dark world as a “holy nation”, a “chosen generation”, and a “royal priesthood.” As 

individual members of Christ’s body, we are “pilgrims” and “strangers” (v. 11). All of these 

terms refer to our holy election in Christ (Eph. 1:4). For God’s glory, Christ’s holiness is 

imputed to us, making us holy saints. “I behold no iniquity in Jacob.” He says this because we 

are legally righteous in Christ. By confessing this, we are not making claims to be sinless in this 

life as some people do. We do say that while we live down here, the Father increases our 

holiness, by His Spirit, continuously drawing us out of the darkness of this world and into His 

marvelous light. Already in this life, we have a small beginning of holiness in Him. This gift of 

holiness causes us to have covenant friendship with our Father because fellowship within the 

Triune God is holy (Ps. 93:5). Our holiness and friendship with God is the fruit of our proper fear 

of the Lord (Ps. 19:9). 

Second, God’s holiness requires that we offer ourselves up to Him by fleeing sin and 

worldly lusts. Inspired Peter explains, “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in 

all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. And if ye call on the 

Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man’s work, pass the time of 

your sojourning here in fear…” (I Peter 1:15-17). “Conversation” refers to our whole lives. So, 

we begin to live “holy and unblamable” lives before God in His fear. When others observe our 

behavior it must be evident to them that the Lord dwells among us and has sanctified us. Even 

the heathen will know it! (Ez. 37:27-28) How? By the power of Christ’s Spirit, we are on our 

guard, fleeing sin and situations that may lead to sin. We are witnesses when we refrain from 

evils found among those who will not inherit the kingdom of God. These evils are clearly listed 

in Scripture (read Gal. 5:19-21 and I Cor. 6:9-10), and including the following: idolatry, hatred, 

strife, heresies, envyings, adultery, fornication, covetousness, drunkenness, witchcraft (rebellion 

is witchcraft, c.f. I Samuel 15:23!) For Christian young people, it is in the way of godly fear that 

they do not get drunk. Holy fear also motivates them not to do the things that their consciences 

tell them are forbidden outside of marriage. They do not give in to the pressure of peers—which 

can be great—to seek thrills in the way of danger or in rebellion against parents, the laws of God, 

or the government. 

When we consider Romans 1:29-32, we see that doing evil things, or taking pleasure in 

people who do them, is not living in the fear of God, but rather unto death! This means that we 

must separate ourselves from sin and impenitent sinners. This is part of our calling as “priests” of 

God’s “royal priesthood,” for it is not possible to have close fellowship with Him and also with 

the unfruitful works of darkness. In God’s grace and strength, we keep ourselves clean and 

cleanse ourselves from spiritual filthiness by turning from sin, confessing our sins before His 

throne, and trusting His mercy. In this way of constant conversion, we perfect our holiness in His 

fear (II Cor. 7:1). This perfecting work of the Spirit deepens our friendship with our holy Father. 

Next time, the Lord willing, we will consider how true obedience is an expression of our 

fear of the Lord, and the many blessings that come upon us who fear His name. 
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