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Can you imagine – they had Christ right with them to guide and direct their worship each 

step of the way! They had Christ showing them directly how to worship His Father—their Father 

and our Father! How blessed they were in the apostolic age! We too are blessed in the same way. 

God has given us His Word to be our guide in our pursuit to worship God. How blessed we too 

are to have God as our guide. 

Christ, by example, showed us how to pray, walk in life, and worship. Part of that 

worship included singing. He often used examples from the Psalms for that very purpose, but it 

is interesting that not very often, if at all, do we hear of the Apostles singing with instruments. In 

fact, Calvin in his commentary on Exodus 15:20 says, “Yet, it must be observed, at the same 

time, that musical instruments were among the legal ceremonies which Christ at His coming 

abolished; and therefore we, under the gospel must maintain a greater simplicity.” Calvin also in 

his commentary on Psalm 33 also states more strongly how Christ abolished instruments at His 

coming and how “musical instruments in celebrating the praises of God would be no more 

suitable than the burning of incense, the lighting up of lamps and the restoration of the other 

shadows of the law.” He continues on to say and explain that worship should be in simplicity. 

Yet we continue to use instruments. 

There are a few accounts in the New Testament of people singing. Ephesians 5:19 and 

Colossians 3:16 both speak of wisdom dwelling in us and our calling to teach and admonish one 

another in Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs “singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 

There is also the story of the Philippian jailer’s conversion. Paul and Silas “prayed, and sang 

praises unto God” (Acts 16:25). That is an amazing faith that they had—that even in that turmoil 

they were still able to sing praises to God. Most of us would have grumbled and complained. 

This is a great example for us to follow in times of strife. There are also accounts in the New 

Testament of the Christ leading His disciples in singing after the last supper, before they went 

into the Mount of Olives (Mark 14:26 and Matt. 26:30). 

My next article will focus on the worldly music at the time of the apostles and what 

things they might have dealt with when they were told to go into all the world and preach the 

gospel. What did the church of that time struggle with? What types of music might they have 

been tempted by? They were not perfect as it might have seemed. They, too, battled against the 

flesh and the desires of the world around them just as we do today! That battle was a constant 

battle and continues to today. May God bless His church in the world around us! 
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