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November 1 Read Genesis 50:1-6 

 

At the death of his father Joseph makes plans to carry out his father’s wishes. We might think 

that this might have been to bothersome to undertake. After all, he had to work through official 

channels to gain permission to leave Egypt. Joseph, even though he was second in power, was 

still a slave. What motivated him to do this for his father? True, he loved his father dearly, but it 

was more than this. Joseph believed in the promises of God. Joseph had respect towards God’s 

covenant with his father. Joseph wished to follow his father’s desires in order to carry out the 

symbolism involved. What about us? Today we do not have to carry out physical symbolism for 

the covenant. But do we spiritually seek that covenant for our children and our families? Do we 

carry out the demands of the covenant as we promised at baptism and public confession of faith? 

Young people, the consistory asks hard questions not to trick you, but rather to ascertain your 

desires toward the covenant of grace. What are your desires, parents and young people, all 

people of God? Are those desires toward the covenant of grace? Sing Psalter 289:1-4. 

 

November 2 Read Genesis 50:7-14 

 

Yesterday we saw how Joseph did not have the power to leave Egypt. Today we see that idea 

again. We might ask, “Why is God making them stay there?“ The answer is simple. It was not 

time for them to leave. God was preparing His church for the land of Canaan. That preparation 

consisted of the 400 years in Egypt as well as the journey through the wilderness. This fact has 

spiritual significance for us. We, too, must abide in Egypt and make a journey through the 

wilderness of sin in order to reach the heavenly Canaan. We must patiently wait for God’s time 

to leave this earth. But we must not make this spiritual Egypt our home. We must look unto the 

city which hath foundations, which is heavenly. Let us pray for the grace to abide on this earth 

looking for the heavenly Canaan. Sing Psalter 289:5-8. 

 

November 3 Read Genesis 50:15-21 

 

Joseph’s brothers understandably had a fear. They were afraid that Joseph would use his earthly 

power and exact retribution for their sins. They properly cast themselves upon the mercy seat of 

God and asked for forgiveness. Joseph also did the right thing and forgave them and promised to 

aid both them and their children. What a lesson this is for us, people of God! First of all, we see 

the need to seek forgiveness when we have wronged someone. We do this not because we are 

afraid of their power. But rather we do this because it is commanded by God. Secondly, we 

forgive those who have trespassed against us. This is as God does for us. Let this be a guide and 

example for us when we sin one against another. Let us not hold grudges, but rather let us show 

true love for the brother. Sing Psalter 203. 

 

November 4 Read Genesis 50:22-26 

 



Joseph lived out the final days of his life in Egypt. We do not know what he did after the famine. 

However, we do know that he continue to live out of the covenant. He taught his children and 

grandchildren the ways of that covenant. And before he died, like his father, he exacted a 

promise from the people of God that they not leave his bones in Egypt. Joseph believed the 

promises of God that Israel would not stay in Egypt. He wanted his bones to finally rest in the 

picture of heaven, not in the picture of hell. Israel would have to stay in Egypt about three 

hundred more years. Joseph’s bones would serve as a reminder to them that they were just 

visitors and not at home in Egypt. This is what the Scriptures are to do for us. We are just visitors 

on this earth; our home is not here. Are we living as if this is not our eternal home, people of 

God? Sing Psalter 309. 

 

November 5 Read Exodus 1:1-7 

 

Almost three hundred years pass between the end of Genesis and the beginning of Exodus. What 

have the people of God been doing during this time. It seems that according to verse seven they 

had been following the command to Adam and Noah concerning “being fruitful and 

multiplying.” They had been carrying out their covenant obligations to bear the covenant seed as 

God had commanded. This command is still in force today. God’s desire for His people is that 

they be “fruitful and multiply.” Is this our desire? Are our marriages consummated with the goal 

of bearing covenant children? Are we seeking to fill our quivers with as many covenant children 

as God has ordained for us? As we work our way through the book of Exodus, we will be finding 

out much of God’s commands for the covenant nation of Israel. These commands are still to be 

followed by the covenant people of today. Sing Psalter 289:9-12. 

 

November 6 Read Exodus 1:8-14 

 

God protects His people through the means of earthly rulers. He also uses earthly rulers to carry 

out his plans for the good of His people. Sometimes it is hard to see what that good is. Here, 

Egypt begins to limit the size of covenant families. This evil is being officially practiced in some 

countries in the world today. Sad to say, some of God’s people practice this policy. God will not 

bless His church when they willfully disobey Him. But He blesses them when they choose to 

“obey God rather than men.” Egypt oppressed Israel greatly. This will be the lot of the church at 

the end of times. Let us pray for the grace to be sustained during those hard times even as we are 

sure faithful Israelites did. Sing Psalter 289:13-16. 

 

November 7 Read Exodus 1:15-22 

 

We see in this passage an act of faith, but also a testimony to the weakness of mankind. The 

midwives knew that it was wrong of them to kill the babies of Israel. They knew that under the 

covenant God had commanded covenant men and women to bring forth covenant children. 

Therefore, they refused to commit murder as they were commanded by Pharaoh. But their faith 

was weak as they lied about what the reason for their actions. The word to us is clear. We must 

have faith to bring forth covenant seed even in these difficult times. We must also have faith to 

face those who would use human law against us when it is in conflict with God’s law. This takes 

much grace. Let us pray for this grace as we look ahead to the hard times preceding the second 

coming of Christ. Sing Psalter 289:17-19. 



 

November 8 Read Exodus 2:1-10 

 

In those dark days in Egypt we see a shining example of faith. A man took a wife for himself and 

immediately they began to go about the calling of bearing covenant seed. We do not find out the 

name of this man or woman until later in the book. This is because the people themselves were 

not important, but their faith was to be highlighted. Amram and Jochebed did not worry about 

how they would bring up their children, but trusted that God would care for them and their three 

children. They believed that they must obey God rather than man. What about us? In these days, 

when financially it may seem that bringing forth covenant seed is not a good idea or even 

discouraged, do we turn our backs on the world’s advices and put our trust in Jehovah? Do we 

trust Him to supply all of our needs in these days in which we may wonder if God has forgotten 

us? Let us pray for the faith and trust in God for that faith which is needed to obey Him at all 

times. Sing Psalter 319. 

 

November 9 Read Exodus 2:11-22 

 

The stories of Moses’ birth, his being raised by Egypt’s princess in the palace, and his futile 

effort to help a countryman, should be well-known by all of us. We should not only know them 

well, we should know that our children know them. For in these accounts we see salvation. Not 

the salvation that we might want, but rather the salvation found only in Jehovah. We see God’s 

way for Amram and Jochebed was not the easy way but the way of faith. We see that Moses 

living in the palace was for the good of God’s people as He led them through the wilderness. 

And we see Moses leaving Egypt for a time to be a message of patience for both Moses and us. 

We must wait on God’s time for our salvation and for everything in our lives. Moses had to learn 

meekness. This could not be taught in Egypt. This had to be taught in the desert. Let us learn 

meekness and from meekness the way to our salvation. Sing Psalter 228. 

 

November 10 Read Exodus 2:23-25 

 

There is much to be learned from these three verses of Scripture. First of all, we see that God is 

in control of all government in all nations. Just when Israel thought it could get no worse the 

Pharaoh died and a worse one took the throne. This was, in God’s council, the way in which they 

were to be delivered from Egypt. We may think that God was too harsh on His people. But this is 

never so. Our Father chastises those whom He loves. Secondly, in increasing their bondage the 

Israelites remembered God and turned to Him in prayer. If things are going too well for us, we 

tend to forget that all things come from our heavenly Father. He must turn us; we will never turn 

ourselves. Thirdly, we see that God hears the prayers of righteous people. God has pity upon His 

children and listens to their prayers. As we enter the house of prayer tomorrow, let us pray for 

deliverance not only from this world of sin, but also from the secret and personal sins which 

dwell within each one of us. Sing Psalter 295. 

 

November 11 Read Exodus 3:1-6 

 

For forty years Moses kept the flocks of Jethro. God allowed him the time to prepare himself for 

his role as Israel’s deliverer. God also gave to him a wife and two sons. God was keeping Moses 



until the day in which Israel was ready for a deliverer. That day was now. God came to Moses 

from a burning bush. Moses had to learn how to respect the presence of God. As we enter God’s 

house today, do we respect His presence in that house? Did we prepare ourselves yesterday and 

this morning for our entrance before Jehovah’s face? Does our clothing exhibit the respect and 

honor due to the holiness of God? Have we taken off our shoes figuratively before the Lord of 

heaven and earth? What is our posture in the house of God? How do we sing? How do we listen 

to the Word? Take off your shoes, people of God, and humble yourselves before the throne of 

the majestic covenant God. Sing Psalter 204. 

 

November 12 Read Exodus 3:7-10 

 

In these few verses we see the answer to Israel’s and to Moses’ prayers. Surely Moses had been 

praying for the people of God as he learned patience herding the sheep. Moses’ impetuousness as 

he killed the Egyptian had to be checked. Moses had to learn that God’s time and way is best. 

God was watching out for His people. As we continue our work in this week, is this our 

experience? Do we know that God watches over us as we work next to and for the wicked? Do 

we pray for deliverance from their unjustness? God cares for His people, of that there is no 

doubt. He will lead us unto the everlasting land which flows with milk and honey. Contemplate 

these things as you labor today and throughout the week. Turn to Him in prayer and rest assured 

that He will answer those prayers. Sing Psalter 253:1-5. 

 

November 13 Read Exodus 3:11-15 

 

Moses was a changed man from the brash young man forty years ago. Now he knew enough to 

say who am I to lead this people. One of the favorite pronouns in the world today, and sad to say, 

in the church as well is the pronoun I. We love to say I did… We need to say God did… We 

need to look at things from the perspective of our neighbor. God had an answer for Moses. God 

said let Egypt and Israel know that the covenant God has sent you to carry out His will. That is 

all that you need to do. We, too, need this admonition. We must not vaunt ourselves up in this 

world. We must put our trust in the I AM THAT I AM. By doing this we will prosper both in this 

life and the life to come. The precious truths of the covenant have been given to us, people of 

God. Let us walk in them now and always. Sing Psalter 241:1-5. 

 

November 14 Read Exodus 3:16-22 

 

God lays out in front of Moses all that He must do. He does this very directly and very straight-

forwardly. This is plain if we compare today’s verses with the rest of the account of Israel’s 

deliverance from Egypt. God also lays out before us our deliverance from the spiritual Egypt in 

which we live. In His Word we find all that we need to know. We have a duty, therefore. We 

must read that Word! We must study that Word! We must memorize that Word in order that we 

may use it throughout our whole life on this world. People of God of all ages, do you know the 

Word of the Lord to you? Do you study that word even as the Bereans of old did? Parents, do 

you demand that your children know their catechism, memory work, and Bible lessons well? 

This is our calling. This we must do. Sing Psalter 222:1-5. 

 

November 15 Read Exodus 4:1-9 



 

Moses had a hard time in trusting in God. His confidence was shaken when his way did not work 

and he could not believe that God’s way would work. So now he comes with protests against 

God and his way. This was a lack of faith on Moses’ part. It does not say that God’s way of faith 

is weak, but rather because man is sinful his faith is weak. This is testified abundantly in 

Scripture and in the confessions which explain Holy Writ. God was patient with Moses, as He is 

with us, and gave to him signs of His power. The rod, the leprosy, and the blood were all various 

signs which showed God’s power and justice. God gives to us signs as well. Do we watch for 

them? Do we listen to them? Do we believe in them? Let us learn from Moses not to be hesitant 

at God’s word. Sing Psalter 73:1-4. 

 

November 16 Read Exodus 4:10-17 

 

In man’s way of thinking God begins to lose patience with Moses. But this cannot be. God does 

not lose patience with His people. For He is patience personified. His longsuffering is well 

documented. But we, with Moses, must learn to obey God without questioning His word. This is 

what Moses was taught when God asked, “Who made man’s mouth?” We must believe that God 

doeth all things well for his people. His way is best even if we do not think so. We must not try 

to change God’s mind or think that we know what is in that mind. That can never be. If we do, 

we will face God’s wrath even as Moses did. In all these accounts let us see that there are times 

in which we must not emulate Moses but rather learn from his sins. Sing Psalter 72:1-4. 

 

November 17 Read Exodus 4:18-23 

 

First of all we learn something of Jethro in this passage. We do not have much background for 

this man. We know that he was a priest of Midian. We find that he has God’s people at heart in 

his later advice to Moses. He is one of those Old Testament saints like Job who lived away from 

the main body of the people of God. God prepared him for Moses and for His people. Secondly, 

we see that God continues to assure and direct Moses in His work of delivering the people of 

God. He continues to tell him that the task will not be easy. Satan through Pharaoh will not let 

Israel out of his clutches easily. But God will be with Moses and He will deliver his people. He 

will do this through the slaughter of Egypt’s firstborn. He will deliver us through the death of His 

firstborn Christ Jesus. Let us pray for the grace to embrace God’s deliverance and to live lives of 

thanksgiving for such deliverance. Sing Psalter 33. 

 

November 18 Read Exodus 4:24-31 

 

There are two ideas in today’s reading for us. The first idea, and one very applicable for today, is 

that we must do all of what God commands us to do in worship to Him. Moses had not 

circumcised his sons. Why this is so, we cannot say for sure. Maybe he did not do it in order not 

to offend his wife. This shows us that we must obey God no matter what the circumstances. If we 

do not set ourselves apart from the world (that was what circumcision pictured), God will not 

bless us. God also used this to make Zipporah go and live with her father. This may be so that 

Moses was not distracted during his work, or this may be a further chastisement of Moses’ 

unbelief. Secondly, we must see that the people are eager for deliverance. As we will learn some 



did not like the manner of deliverance. Some wanted Egypt and deliverance. These, like us, had 

to learn God’s way. Sing Psalter 281. 

 

November 19 Read Exodus 5:1-14 

 

Moses, Aaron, and the people of Israel learned rather quickly that Pharaoh was not going to let 

Israel leave Egypt even for a short time. We see not only the power of Satan but also the council 

of God in this. Satan will do all that he can to keep God’s people from walking in righteousness. 

He wishes to keep them in the wickedness that is found in this world. He will do this by many 

means. Here he uses the potentate of a powerful country. But we also see God’s plan in all this. 

God had decreed that the Pharaoh must sit on the throne in order that God may glorify Himself. 

The events of today’s reading also serve to show that God tests His people. The hardships that 

they went through was for the trying of their faith and for their good. Let us remember this as we 

go through difficult ways in this life. Sing Psalter 272. 

 

November 20 Read Exodus 5:15-23 

 

As we continue with the thoughts of yesterday, we see that God must show the leaders of His 

church that His ways are best. We see this not only in Moses but also in the elders of the people 

of Israel. Leaders must go on the path set for them by God. They must make decisions with that 

in mind as well. If they take the easy way, they will find that God is not pleased. If they do not 

lead the people in God’s path, He will take account of their failures at the day of judgment. 

God’s ways are not man’s ways. We like things quick, clean, and easy. It usually does not work 

out that way. Frequent, long, hard meetings of the church’s leaders are the norm because sin is 

found in that church. Let us, as members of the church of God or leaders of that church, bow 

before the ways of God for they are good. Sing Psalter 273:1-4. 

 

November 21 Read Exodus 6:1-13 

 

One of the truths that God developed with His people is that of the covenant. God established 

that covenant with Adam as He walked with Him in the cool of the evening. But Adam did not 

know the full realization of that covenant. God revealed to Noah more of that covenant after the 

flood, but he, too, did not understand the full implications of the covenant of grace. In Abraham 

we have a further exposition of the covenant. In this chapter God reveals to the captives in Egypt 

what it means that He is the I AM, the covenant God of His people. What a precious truth that 

He revealed to them and reveals to us today! In that covenant He hears our groanings. In that 

covenant He answers our groanings and lets us know that He will be our God. Let us rejoice in 

that covenant and live out of the blessings of that covenant. Sing Psalter 273:5-7. 

 

November 22 Read Exodus 6:14-30 

 

In this portion of chapter 6 we have evidence of that covenant of grace. God saves His people in 

the line of continued generations. What a beautiful truth that is for us! What a powerful incentive 

to wish to bring for covenant seed! In the bringing forth of that covenant seed, we realize the 

blessings of that covenant. As we celebrate our national thanksgiving (USA readers), let us 

remember to give thanks for covenant blessings. Let us not restrict our blessings to things 



earthly, temporal, or physical. Let us not even only give thanks for freedom to worship God. Let 

us include all the covenant blessings in our celebrations of thanksgiving in this day. Let us be 

thankful that God has said, “I am the Lord.” This is what Moses had to do; this is what we must 

do. Sing Psalter 360. 

 

November 23 Read Exodus 7:1-13 

 

In this chapter we see the more full realization of God’s plan concerning Pharaoh and the 

deliverance of the children of Israel. Pharaoh will be brought to his knees by God by these 

means. Oh, he will not fall on his knees in true worship but rather out of submission to the 

mighty God of Israel. Pharaoh, as the picture of Satan, would learn that God is God and there is 

no one like him. This is also what will happen in the last days. The wicked world, Satan, and 

antichrist will be forced to acknowledge God for what He is. They will call for the mountains to 

cover them and will find no answer and no peace. The people of God should long for this day 

even though it will bring turmoil to them as well. Are we praying, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus”? 

Sing Psalter 293. 

 

November 24 Read Exodus 7:14-25 

 

Pharaoh refused to let Israel go. He hardened his heart at the word of the Lord. Notice the strong 

figure here. Pharaoh’s heart was already a stone. How could it get any harder? Such is the 

reaction of the wicked to God’s word. Because he hardened his heart, God, to show His majesty, 

sent the first of the ten plagues, or strokes, upon Egypt. In the first plague God attacked Egypt’s 

life, its hope, and its god: the Nile River. The very hope of their existence was made to stink 

before Egypt. Wherever its water was to be found, instead was found stinking blood. This was 

not only outside, this but was in Egypt’s houses as well. Israel, too, was affected by this plague. 

They had to learn not to put their trust in the gods of the heathen. They also had to learn that they 

way of salvation was the bloody way of the cross. This lesson is ours to learn as well. Do we put 

other gods before Jehovah? If we do, let us cling to the cross of Christ for forgiveness. Sing 

Psalter 187. 

 

November 25 Read Exodus 8:1-15 

 

Striking the Nile River did not change the heart of Pharaoh. As soon as he saw that his magicians 

were able to perform this wonder, as soon as the water was usable again, and as soon as he 

thought that he had the upper hand, he again said no to the God of heaven and earth. Once again 

God struck at the comfort of Egypt. Frogs and all of their slimy ways inhabited the very houses 

of Egypt. A man went to bed fighting frogs and he woke up with frogs on his pillow. Pharaoh 

was not impressed. His magicians, inspired by Satan and permitted by God, were also able to 

bring forth frogs with their enchantments. When Moses had the frogs taken away at Pharaoh’s 

own hour, Pharaoh once again hardened his heart. There were frogs in Goshen as well. God 

reminds His people not to become too comfortable with the pleasures of this world. These 

plagues would serve to teach Israel and us the lessons of a powerful teacher. Pharaoh did not 

learn; have we? Sing Psalter 136. 

 

November 26 Read Exodus 8:16-19 



 

The third plague was without warning upon Pharaoh and Egypt. While the first plague affected 

their gods and the second their comfort, this plague affects their very bodies. Lice inflicted all of 

Egypt both man and beast. Israel was not exempt from this plague. God was leading His people 

through His lessons for them. Soon they would know, as no other people can know, that He 

alone is God over heaven and earth. We also see the hardness of Pharaoh’s heart. God is 

changing it from sandstone to granite. Even though the court magicians could not bring forth 

lice, even though even they confessed that this was God’s doing, Pharaoh would not allow Israel 

to leave Egypt. May we pray that our hearts never become like Pharaoh because from that there 

is no repentance. Sing Psalter 119:1-3. 

 

November 27 Read Exodus 8:20-32 

 

With plague number four comes another change. Once again God smites the gods of Egypt. God 

plagues Egypt with their fly god. Will the heathen ever learn not to make gods out of created 

things? No, and in the words of Paul in Romans 1, “It leaves them without excuse.” The change 

in this stroke shows us the antithesis. God put a division between Goshen and the land of Egypt. 

There were no pesky flies affecting life in Goshen. The inhabitants of it could carry on their daily 

life without being annoyed by flies. Does this soften the heart of Pharaoh? No! His heart became 

harder. Do we walk the life of the antithesis or do we harden our heart and say yes to the things 

of Satan in our lives? The antithesis is a precious part of our covenant life with God. Let us love 

it and walk in an antithetical manner in all that we do. Sing Psalter 119:4-6. 

 

November 28 Read Exodus 9:1-12 

 

In plagues five and six God once again strikes Egypt’s comfort and bodies. The murrain of cattle 

also showed the futility of one of their most sacred gods. As their cattle began to die, some 

Egyptians might have wondered at the wisdom of their ruler’s decisions. They may have even 

openly questioned those decisions. As boils broke out upon their skins, their complaints may 

have become louder. Pharaoh’s magicians even could not give to him counsel. Did this change 

anything? No, it did not. Pharaoh’s heart was not hard enough yet. He was not ready to give the 

glory due to the name of Jehovah. He and Egypt would have to endure five more strokes. Only 

then would the cup of iniquity be full, and Israel be driven out of the land. Let us wait with 

patience and see the strokes of God upon the wicked as He brings about the day of His coming. 

Sing Psalter 106. 

 

November 29 Read Exodus 9:13-21 

 

The final round of plagues is about to be unleashed upon Egypt. Once again God targets the gods 

of Egypt as He would strike its cattle by hail and storms. The very nature which Egypt worshiped 

would rise up and rain destruction upon its livelihood. God warned them of what was coming. 

Was this an act of His grace or mercy? No! Of course not! This was just God providing the 

Egyptians another way of refusing to give to Him the glory due to His name. They were filling 

their cup of iniquity and were doing it quickly. God warns us of the consequences and folly of 

our sin. Do we pay heed to those warnings? Do we listen when He speaks in creation and in the 



activities of the world around us? Let us pray for His grace to preserve us in this world of sin in 

which we walk while we wait for the coming of Christ. Sing Psalter 95. 

 

November 30 Read Exodus 9:22-35 

 

As we read yesterday some did not fear the word of the Lord and left their cattle out. When the 

storm commenced all that they could do was watch the destruction of their precious herds. It was 

too dangerous for them to go out into the fields and save them. God rained judgment upon Egypt 

in this way. God also continued to harden the heart of Pharaoh. Take notice of the many times 

that God told Pharaoh when something would start or stop. This should have served notice that 

these happenings were not by chance or bad luck as the world calls it. What does Pharaoh do? 

Verse thirty-four tells us. “…He sinned more, and hardened his heart, he and his servant.” 

Pharaoh was not alone in his sin. His people, too, were being judged by God for their 

wickedness. We must remember that God will render to every man at the end of time according 

to his works. This includes us as well. Sing Psalter 100. 

 

November 31 Read Exodus 49:29-33 

 

As Jacob finishes blessing his sons, he once again reminds them that he is not to be buried in 

Egypt. As we have seen before, this is not just some earthly desire; it has a very spiritual 

meaning. Jacob is ready to die. He can peacefully leave this earth. His sojourn and pilgrimage is 

over. What about us? Do we have spiritual desires? Do we lead our children in those desires? 

Are we sending them out tonight to serve Satan or are we teaching them about the great 

Reformation? Are we ready to die? Do we feel our work is done in this life? We must see that it 

is necessary to know that God holds our days in His hands. We must be ready to leave this vale 

of tears when He calls us home. We must be ready to leave the earthly Egypt and journey to our 

heavenly Canaan. Are you ready, people of God? Sing Psalter 31:1, 3, 6, 7. 
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