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As I sat down to begin writing this article, the news media was bringing us rumors of 

war. Perhaps, by the time you read this, our country will be at war. We had been attacked by 

terrorists, the World Trade Center lay in ruins, thousands of rescue workers were digging 

through the tons of rubble, and the nation was reeling in despair, anger, and fear. Most of the TV 

and radio time was being spent bringing us the terrible news and analysis of what had happened. 

Classis called our churches together for a time of prayer. Each of us will live the rest of our days 

with the terrible images seared into our brains. 

As a young child and teenager I remember the dark cloud of possible nuclear war 

hanging overhead. The rumors of war were frightening and made me wonder what was going to 

happen. Would I have to go to war? Would loved ones be killed? Would the life I knew be 

forever changed? Would I die before I had a chance to grow up, marry, and have a family? 

Would glowing clouds of radiation throw this world into chaos and leave me sick or begging for 

food? Would Christ return before I had a chance to enjoy the “good” things this life has to offer? 

Perhaps the image of those mighty towers in the center of beautiful Manhattan burning, 

crumbling, and pouring down upon the streets and people below made you think similar 

thoughts. Perhaps the talk of war and more attacks by terrorists made you worry the same 

worries. Perhaps the hope expressed by many in the world for someone who can unite the 

cultures of East and West made real in your heart the possibility of Antichrist coming in our life 

time. God has shown war and rumors of war to our parents and grandparents, and the people of 

God through all ages and we can be certain that they too had similar thoughts and feelings. 

Our flesh desires peace on this earth. We are surrounded by hopes of prosperity and the 

“good life.” We too are easily caught up with the same worldly goals. Anything that threatens 

this life that we enjoy instantly stirs up our natural flesh to fear, anger, and questions. Our 

President has directed Americans to look beyond to the day when the evil of terrorism has been 

eradicated and peace reigns. Is this your hope and comfort? I hope not. Peace apart from Christ is 

the short-lived peace of Antichrist. 

Where then do we find peace at a time like this? First we need to confess before God the 

weakness of our sinful flesh and our own lack of faith. So often we view the things that God 

gives to us in this life and our life itself as our goal rather than a means whereby God leads us to 

covenant life in heaven. Whenever our life, hopes, and goals become disrupted or threatened, we 

quickly fret and fail to realize that God gives and He takes away in accordance with His perfect 

plan of salvation. May we pray for grace that our faith be strengthened, that we might be content 

with what the Lord gives, that we might truly long for the return of Christ, and that we might 

have peace knowing that God works all things for our salvation. 

The only true peace, the peace that passes all understanding is rooted in a certain and true 

knowledge of God’s word—wisdom. Proverbs 3:15-18 “Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and 

all her paths are peace.” This world is filled with violence and there will never be peace here. 

Peace on this earth is not our goal. This life is the means whereby God prepares us for heavenly 

life. The wars and tribulation of this life all point to Christ who has delivered us from the 

horrible pit of sin we dig. We have been redeemed in Christ, but any peace that we have on earth 

is but a foretaste of the perfect peace of heaven. Our peace is rooted in wisdom: a true 

knowledge of Christ. 



We must seek wisdom diligently because we live in an age where the deception of Satan 

will be overwhelming. The world will try hard to convince the elect that peace on this earth is 

within reach of man himself. As we face these attempts at deception, we must remember that 

Christ also faced the same temptations when he was tempted of the devil in the wilderness. Let 

us give thanks to God for a faithful seminary and faithful ministers of God’s word to guide us in 

a time like this. May we also prepare diligently for society and establish a regular routine for 

meditation upon God’s word. 

For a time Satan, through the instrument of Antichrist, will indeed attain to an earthly 

semblance of peace. We will be able to see the proposal for peace even as Jesus our Lord saw it 

when He was tempted of Satan. Satan showed Jesus a way to victory by bowing down to Satan 

instead of going to the cross. Man’s way – the devil’s way, is the way of peace through human 

wisdom. It is a peace that pushes God out of the way. It is the way that excites our flesh and 

causes little pain or suffering. We must be ready to submit to the Lord’s will of the way of 

suffering, redemption, and reconciliation in Christ. The world’s path to peace leads to eternal 

suffering in hell. 

The words of comfort that Jesus spoke to his disciples before he was arrested and 

crucified are also words of comfort for us as we live in the days leading to his return. “Peace I 

leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 

heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27 
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