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Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the people not be afraid? shall there be evil in a city, 

and the Lord hath not done it? (Amos 3:6). 

 

I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all these 

things (Isaiah 45: 7). 

 

The reader of our Newsletter who sent in a request to have these texts explained 

apparently was particularly concerned about what the texts say concerning the relation between 

God and evil. The passage in Amos speaks of evil in the city which the Lord has done; and the 

text in Isaiah speaks of Jehovah creating evil. 

These important texts address themselves to a very common error. All pagan religions, 

also at the time when Isaiah wrote, were guilty of the error of Dualism. These pagan religions 

noticed that in the world one finds good and bad, forces of darkness and forces of light. In an 

effort to explain two such contradictory powers in the world, heathen religions spoke of two 

ultimate powers or gods, one of whom was responsible for the good and one of whom was 

responsible for the bad. 

The background of Isaiah’s prophecy also speaks of this. The whole chapter is addressed 

to Cyrus, king of Persia (vs. 1). The Persian religion was dualistic: Ormuzd was the god of good; 

Ahriman was the god of evil. God, through the prophecy of His servant Isaiah, wants Cyrus to 

know that He alone is God and there is none besides Him. Dualism is impossible. 

That Dualism continues throughout history. In the days of the early church, the saints 

were confronted with the errors of Gnosticism and Manichaeism. The great church father 

Augustine belonged for a time to this latter sect. Both heresies taught a dualism of light and 

darkness, of good and evil. 

It is no different today. Especially the charismatic movement, which has sorely infected 

the church, is guilty of such a dualism. Those who have been persuaded of the argument of the 

charismatics hold to the idea that God only gives good things; bad things come from the devil. 

When a family loses a child through death, we are told that the devil took our child from us. 

When we are sick, the devil is said to bring sickness. When catastrophes come on the world, the 

devil brings these. Only good things come from God. 

This is a dreadful error which ultimately robs the people of God of their comfort. 

All forms of Arminianism are also essentially dualistic. They teach that the will of man 

which decides salvation is independent of the power of God. God is helpless until an autonomous 

man accepts Christ. So man is a power alongside of God, and God can do nothing until man 

accepts Christ. We must make our choice. Either all things, good and bad, come from God, or 

there is another power in the universe, independent of God, which sends evil. God has no control 

over such a power; it operates independently from Him. 

So there are two powers in this world, both ultimate powers, both independent of each 

other. God is then no longer the sovereign God Who alone does all things. He is not the 



omnipotent God to Whom belongs all power. He is a helpless God when confronted by the 

powers of evil. He is limited in His power by the power of Satan and evil and can only fight 

against such power in the hopes that someday He will overcome it. 

The Bible-believing Christian does not want or need such a god. His faith rests in the one 

true God Who is sovereign in all He does. 

It is against all this dualism that these texts come with their sharp language. “Shall there 

be evil in the city, and the Lord has not done it?” “I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all 

these things.” 

The prophet Amos was speaking to apostate Israel upon whom was soon to come the 

judgment of God through the Assyrians which would result in Israel’s captivity. 

The question of verse 6 is the last in a series of questions, the answers to which are 

obvious. “Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the people not be afraid?” That will never 

happen. “Shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done it?” Of course not! 

So the text in Amos surely refers to all the “bad” things that happen in this world of 

suffering and grief. War and destruction, famines and plagues, sickness and death, suffering and 

sorrow — all these are evils which the Lord sends. They do not come by some power (Satan’s 

perhaps) independent of God and over which God has no control. They come from God. The 

Lord does it! No dualism. God is God Who is sovereign and mighty. 

This is the great comfort of the child of God. While surely all the calamities of life are 

sent as judgments upon the wicked, the child of God finds refuge in all these troubles in what 

God does, knowing that all things work together for good to them that love God and are called 

according to His purpose. 
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