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Considering Israel and her battles with the temptations of music can help to reassure us in 

our battles against the devil in resisting worldly music. The past examples of temptations were 

put there not so we can say that it’s o.k. for us to fall into sin, but to encourage us in our battles, 

so we don’t fall into those sins. Even though in our sinful nature, we still do. It will be a constant 

battle against the wiles of the devil but by God’s grace we will be sustained, as were God’s 

people, the tribe of Israel. 

The Israelites had many surrounding nations which influenced them. There were the 

Moabites, Hittites, Ammonites, Edomites and you can’t forget the Egyptians. They all had a 

great effect on the Israelites. The Israelites were tempted on many sides both in worship and in 

day to day life. So it’s safe to say that they were probably influenced in the musical sphere as 

well because of the fact they had such close interrelations with these countries. 

The Israelites along with the rest of the civilizations had “a class of skilled crafts men, 

among them builders of instruments, whose inventiveness brought about better and finer 

instruments of music.” (Music in Ancient Israel, pg. 35) These instruments were great articles for 

trade. In trading, the instruments became used for many different purposes depending on the 

culture. For example, Egypt used instruments very often in feasts and festivals where there was 

usually excess wine and much dancing (especially among the women). They, too, liked to party 

as our world does today. It must have been hard for them not to get sucked into those other 

cultures and their festivities and feasts. 

As we look at others examples from the Bible, we notice that Israel was lured into 

adopting those cultures. They married outside the tribe, which had a domino effect. The kings 

were often influenced by those wives. The wives from the other cultures undoubtedly carried 

with them their beliefs and customs which were sometimes hard to resist. They were not only 

influenced through marriage, but also through their trading and while in captivity. When they 

were in Egypt and in Babylon they must have picked up different cultural practices, such as the 

music. Heathen practices surrounded them every day for years and years. They had to live daily 

among their dancing and singing, resisting temptations of the devil and trying to live holy lives 

for the Lord. 

We, too, can familiarize with these people of Israel. Day in and day out, we hear music 

all around us. Some of it good but most is bad. We, also, must continue in our everyday life 

resisting the wiles of the devil as popular culture threatens to enter our worship service. This is 

hard because some of it looks safe and simply a part of our nations culture, but we must be 

careful because this is how the devil works to get his fingers into our church. The devil works the 

same today as he did yesterday, and the day before, and years before that. Where we least expect 

him to enter into our lives and churches is how he does enter in. This is why I would like to 

continue to research and write on the past church and her music. 

In the next article I would like to focus on the church of the Apostolic Age and how they 

worshiped God through their singing. Was their worship similar to the church of the Old 

Testament? If so, how? Can we see how God preserved the church through the ages? How did 

Christ show them how to worship and did Christ change it much from the Old Testament? Was 

worship made simpler than that of the Old Testament? In what ways did it stay the same? Those 

are just a few questions to ponder before the next article on the Apostolic Age of worship. 
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