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Life seems so easy for us. We live in a land where almost any dream is possible. We live 

in a land of cushy jobs, gorgeous homes, speedy cars with leather interiors, luxurious foods, 

protection from lawbreakers, and religious freedom. We’re happy at home, happy at school, 

happy at work, happy with our friends, and happy at church. Why in this wide world would we 

be worried about preparing students for living in the last days? Because the time that we live in 

today is just the calm before the storm. The Devil is very busy right now spoiling us with the 

endless pleasures of everyday life and distracting us from our Lord. Under the facade of the easy 

life, the Devil works destruction for us. The easier we have it in life—the more we are in danger. 

This is why preparing students for living in the end times (our times) is so very important. The 

Church may have never before been in this much danger. In the last days, false teachers will 

persuade many to follow them, earthquakes and famines will ravage the world, friends and 

relatives will betray each other, morality will sink to an all-time low, the Church will be 

persecuted terribly, and the faith of every Christian will be tried and tested. In this article, I will 

focus on the calling of Christian teachers to prepare their students for the last days by praying 

and having devotions, influencing students to set their hearts on things above rather than below, 

and encouraging students to make godly friends. 

It is extremely important that students understand the value of prayer and searching the 

Scriptures. It’s only by communing with God through prayer that we can become edified by the 

Bible; and it’s only by reading God’s infallible Word revealed in the Bible that we can learn how 

to live to God’s glory and prepare for the last days. To emphasize prayer’s importance, the 

Heidelberg Catechism asks and answers, “Why is prayer necessary for Christians? Because God 

will give his grace and Holy Spirit to those only, who with sincere desires continually ask them 

of him, and are thankful for them” (Q&A 116). We will need God’s grace in the terror of the last 

days, and it is only through prayer and the cross of Christ that God grants us the grace to survive. 

The Apostle Peter writes of prayer in the last days, “But the end of all things is at hand: be ye 

therefore sober, and watch unto prayer” (I Peter 4:7). Recognizing the necessity for prayer in all 

things, Peter advises us to pray for strength in the last days. Without communion with God, how 

can a Christian expect to survive the ugliest chapter of human history? It’s only through the 

power of prayer. 

Knowing the Bible is just as important. In II Timothy 3:16 and 17 we read that “All 

Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” Knowing how to behave and become stronger in our 

faith in the last days is only possible by knowing the way in which God requires us to act. God 

lays out His guidelines for our life in His Word, warning us of the signs of the end times. God’s 

Word brings the good news of our salvation in Christ and teaches us the truth in all things. In the 

last days, false prophets will offer their corrupt swords of wisdom.” Our Bibles could very 

possibly be yanked away from us. How will we be able to combat false teachers if our Bibles are 

gone and we are foggy on the truth of God’s Word ourselves? We need to be diligently searching 

the Scriptures right now. 



Teachers need to be aware of the profound need for devotions in class. God’s Word must 

be brought into every classroom and every subject area. Teachers should begin and end every 

day with heads bowed down in meditation with God. It’s the calling of teachers to both teach the 

Word of God and teach the students to teach themselves the Word of God. Prayer and Bible 

reading are the two most important tools God equips us with to prepare for living in the last days. 

The age we live in is an age of selfish materialism. Materialism is one of the Devil’s 

favorite games. The Devil tempts us with so many goodies, and he does it for a specific reason: 

the Devil knows that if our greedy hearts embrace the things of this world, we will be distracted 

from the things of God. The Devil distracts us with possessions and glamour so that when the 

last days come “as a thief in the night,” no one will be watching. Jesus warns us of the deadly sin 

of materialism in Matthew 16:19 and 20: “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 

moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 

through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Materialism 

devoured Lot’s wife when she looked back on the earthly pleasures of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Materialism pushed Judas Iscariot to value 30 pieces of silver over the value of faith. 

Materialism has destroyed so many lives. We must make sure that in our age of record-breaking 

materialism, we do not become overcome with it all and forget that we need to be watching for 

Christ’s return. In the last days, our possessions could very possibly be torn from us and, without 

the “Mark of the Beast,” we will be unable to buy and sell. If we forget the words of Jesus and 

fall in love with our possessions, resisting the world in the last days will be extremely difficult. 

Teachers must teach students the harmful way of materialism. Teachers should not 

encourage their students to have a passion for math, English, or science; they should encourage 

their students to have a passion to glorify God through these subjects. Rather than inspiring 

students to find a career that brings home the most cash, teachers should inspire their students to 

find a career in which their talents can best be used for the glory of God. 

A third way in which teachers can prepare students for living in the last days is by 

encouraging the finding of godly friends. Godly friends are priceless. They strengthen a person’s 

faith, lend a listening ear, and offer godly advice. Worldly friends, on the other hand, draw a 

person away from God. Question and Answer 55 of the Heidelberg Catechism teaches us that 

befriending godly people and using our gifts for people of the church is very important: “What 

do you understand by the ‘communion of saint?’ Everyone must know it to be his duty, readily 

and cheerfully to employ his gifts, to the salvation and advantage of other members.” We need to 

make godly friends to strengthen ourselves and help fellow Christians along the treacherous 

pathway of life. 

In the last days we will learn who our true, godly friends were and who our fake, ungodly 

friends were. In Luke 21:16, Jesus warns us of the last days: “And ye shall be betrayed both by 

parents, and brethren, and kinsfolk, and friends: and some of you shall they cause to be put to 

death.” Jesus illustrates the significance of who a person is associated with. Family and friends 

will turn against each other in the end. In preparation for living in the last days, we must make 

sure that our friends are not enemies in disguise, but friends that worship the same Lord that we 

do. 

Teachers must make this message known at school. They must do this by becoming 

reliable, godly friends with the students themselves, exemplifying true friendship by cooperating 

with other teachers, and encouraging students to find friends in the Lord. For these reasons, it is 

important for Christian teachers to work in Christian schools and Christian parents to send their 



children to Christian schools. School is where the bulk of our friendships are made, which is why 

a Christian setting is important for students. 

Preparing for the last days is an activity that every Christian should be engaged in. 

Teachers, as well as preachers, family, and friends, have the important calling to prepare students 

for the persecution at the end of time. Students must learn to earnestly involve themselves in 

devotions, prayer, and Bible-study, shy away from the materialism of today by setting their 

hearts on things above, and seek godly friends. When we need to know how to prepare for 

anything, we must always look to Jesus. In Jesus’ last days on this earth, he taught all of us how 

to behave in our last days. Jesus spent his last days in prayer with God at the Garden of 

Gethsemane, teaching us to pray in preparation for the last days. In the Garden, Jesus also taught 

us to keep our minds on heavenly things, unlike His disciples who chose to sleep while He 

watched and prayed. In the upper room, Jesus communed with his true friends and disciples and 

told his false friend Judas Iscariot to leave, showing us that in preparation for the last days we 

need to stick with godly friends and get rid of ungodly friends who will only betray us. Jesus 

must always be our example and our foundation. With Jesus as our Savior and friend, the last 

days are only a passageway into the first days of eternal life with Him. 
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