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“Seek Him that maketh the seven stars and Orion…The LORD is His Name” (Amos 5:8). 

 

Everything was going well for Israel. The people were building houses of hewn stone and 

planting vineyards in their fields. The armies were winning battle after battle under the 

leadership of King Jeroboam II. Although the nation had suffered under the Syrians in the rule of 

Jehoahaz, we read that under Jeroboam II the nation of Israel recovered Hamath and even took 

Damascus! It certainly was a golden age of physical prosperity. 

In these circumstances, God sent His prophet Amos out of the fields of Tekoa. Through 

Amos, God decreed that a word be spoken against Israel. We read, “Hear ye this word which I 

take up against you, even a lamentation, O house of Israel” (Amos 5:1). From a physical point of 

view, many in Israel thought that it certainly was not time for lamentation, for Israel was 

prosperous! Furthermore, they “served God” in solemn assemblies, in offerings, and in songs. 

Therefore, they did not want to hear Amos’ warnings of judgment. Rather, they attempted to 

silence him and told him to prophesy no more among them (Amos 7). 

However, God would have nothing of their hypocrisies. We read in Amos 5:21, “I hate, I 

despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies.” Israel did not thank 

God for saving them by the hand of Jeroboam II (II Kings 14:27). Therefore, God pronounced 

judgement upon them: “But ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your 

images, the star of your god, which ye made to yourselves. Therefore will I cause you to go into 

captivity beyond Damascus, saith the Lord, whose Name is the God of hosts” (Amos 5:26, 27). 

In addition to the judgment decreed in Amos 5, God also issues the command to repent 

and believe. In verse four we read, “For thus saith the Lord unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, 

and ye shall live.” The reason for this is given in verse eight where God says that they must seek 

Him because He is the God who made all of the creation. You will note that in verse eight, the 

words “Seek Him” are in italics. This means that these words are not in the original Hebrew. 

Nevertheless, I believe the translation stands. Amos declares to Israel: “Seek Him that maketh 

the seven stars and Orion!” 

Israel had to hear this warning because of their idolatry and image worship. However, of 

interest to us is Amos’ rebuke against the worship of the stars by the children of Israel. Did you 

notice that in Amos 5:26? The worship of the heavenly bodies is a very old sin. Certainly 

Solomon was right when he said that there is nothing new under the sun. This sin even appears 

today. The modern term for it is astrology. Since this article is to be on the study of the heavens 

from the spectacles of Scripture, I want to clearly distinguish between astrology and astronomy. 

Astrology is the superstitious belief that somehow the position of the stars affects human events. 

This ought to be rejected by us. For example, none of us should read or make use of the daily 

horoscope in the newspaper. 

The study of astronomy is completely different. Astronomy is the science of the celestial 

bodies. For example, astronomers seek to find out properties of different planets and stars, such 

as their magnitude, composition and distance from the Earth. Therefore, the Christian can make 



use of astronomy provided he or she views its findings through the spectacles of Scripture. In 

fact, Calvin maintained that astronomy is a worthy study. Significantly, he refers to it in 

favorable terms in his commentary on Genesis 1:16. We read: “this study [of astronomy] is not 

to be reprobated, nor this science to be condemned, because some frantic persons are wont 

boldly to reject whatever is unknown to them. For astronomy is not only pleasant, but also very 

useful to be known: it cannot be denied that this art unfolds the admirable wisdom of God.”1 

However, there must be an extreme caution here because the findings of modern 

astronomy are full of evolutionism. This basically is the idolatry of creature worship, because the 

evolutionist finds the origin of life in “nature” itself. To those who espouse such beliefs the 

command of Amos rings out! “Seek Him that maketh the seven stars and Orion!” 

I’d like to show in the rest of the article how modern astronomy attacks the record of 

Holy Scripture. I want to do this because our young people will run into these arguments if they 

take science courses either at a secular college or at a Christian college which teaches theistic 

evolution. Furthermore, I think that at times we focus so much on battling the false teachings of 

evolutionism in geology and biology to the detriment of our battle against the false teachings of 

astronomy. Third, I want to do this because I believe that the Reformed Christian should know 

something of the wonder of God’s creation of the heavens. Those who have seen the beauty and 

splendor of the numerous galaxies and nebulae certainly know whereof I speak. By refuting the 

attacks of evolutionism in astronomy, we can see more clearly the glory of God in the heavens. 

The first attack against Holy Scripture is rooted in the theory of the Big Bang. This false 

teaching, you will remember, maintains that the universe began when all of the matter in the 

universe was more or less in one dense mass. From this mass, the universe began to expand in an 

explosion called the Big Bang. Among other so-called proofs, scientists base this claim on 

measurements that the more distant a galaxy is, the faster it is going. Their conclusion is this: If 

we use astronomical formulas to find the distance to the galaxy and divide that by the velocity of 

the galaxy, we can find how long the galaxy has been traveling. The answer, according to 

scientists, is about 9 billion years.2 Do you see what they are assuming? 

The second attack comes from the false teaching that the age of the earth can be 

computed using the evolutionary track of stars. However, the theory of star evolution is different 

from the theory of the evolution of living things because stars, of course, are non-living. Rather, 

according to scientists, star evolution is the theory that over their “lifetime,” almost every star 

changes in temperature and luminosity according to a predictable pattern. For example, an 

evolutionary “track” for a star about the size of the sun would go something like the following. 

First, the star would start out as a “main sequence” star, that is, a “normal star.” Then, after 

millions or billions of years (scientists say that it depends on the mass—the bigger the star, the 

shorter the “lifetime”), the star begins basically to run out of nuclear fuel (hydrogen). Therefore, 

the star cools and expands to become a red giant star. It stays this way for 1 billion years. After 

this, the star goes through various stages until it becomes a nebula and finally a white dwarf. 

Now, if you think that all of this sounds quite complicated, you are correct. In fact, not 

one scientist has ever seen a star go through the entire cycle! Rather, through convoluted 

computer models, scientists think that they can piece the evolutionary track together by looking 

at stars which illustrate the different stages of the track. A very generalized example of this 

would be to trace the growth characteristics of humans not by watching a human through his or 



her lifetime, but rather by studying a diverse group of humans on one day in an airport. If you 

would see that one seventh of the people were children, you could assume (they say), that 

humans spend one-seventh of their life as a child. Nevertheless, scientists are so foolish to 

assume that since there are white dwarf stars or stars at other stages, the universe must be at least 

12 billion years old. What folly this is! Do you see a pattern emerging? 

The pattern I refer to is that both of these false teachings are based on assumptions that 

are blatantly contrary to Scripture. That is, both examples assume ahead of time that the 

creation’s processes have been working exactly the same way for millions of years. This 

philosophy is called uniformitarianism. How should we reject this philosophy when we hear it in 

our college science classes? This is an important question because we can easily argue with the 

evolutionists on their own ground. That is, we try to disprove their claims using science. 

Although we may be able to corner them on a small point with such arguments, the fact remains 

that we will have to keep up with numerous “new discoveries.” 

Over against this, I believe that we should persuade men by using the Holy Scriptures. 

How do we do this? First, we must confess that our belief in a literal six-day creation is based 

only on faith. This is the clear teaching of Hebrews 11:1-3 which says, “Now faith is the 

substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a 

good report. Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so 

that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.” Secondly, it is important 

that we use texts that explicitly reject uniformitarianism. II Peter 3:3-7 is one of those texts: 

Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after 

their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell 

asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. For this they 

willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth 

standing out of the water and in the water: Whereby the world that then was, being 

overflowed with water, perished. 

The point is that the Earth perished in the Flood. This is the death-blow to 

uniformitarianism because this philosophy maintains that the Earth has remained exactly the 

same for billions of years. At this point, you may ask, “Why do many people hold to such a 

theory?” The reason is that they are willingly ignorant, that is, they willingly deny that God sent 

a worldwide flood and that He created the worlds. 

In my view, these arguments also apply to the findings of astronomy. Our calling is to 

believe by faith that God made the heavens. This gives great joy and comfort to us because we 

know that God controls the stars. They are not independent of God as the astrologers have to say. 

As a result, we can study the heavens without fear but rather with awe. Furthermore, the doctrine 

of God’s sovereignty implies that we do not have to be scared of science altogether. We can use 

science to gain useful information. Some of this information causes us to bow in fear and 

reverence. I have in mind the astounding orderliness of the rotation of the planets and the infinite 

vastness of the universe. This inspires us to praise God and confess, “What is man, that Thou art 

mindful of him?” (Psalm 8:4). The answer is that He, out of His mercy, has elected us to be 

conformed unto the image of His Son. Because of this, He regenerates us so that we believe in 

Him. Therefore, when we see the awesome constellation of Orion in the southern sky of winter, 



we answer the call of God in the prophet Amos. We seek Him that made Orion. Jehovah is His 

Name! 

 

Endnotes: 

1. The context of this quote is Calvin’s explanation of the “greater light” and the “lesser 

light.” The problem, according to Calvin, was this: “Moses makes two great luminaries; 

but the astronomers prove by conclusive reasons, that the star of Saturn, which, on 

account of its great distance, appears the least of all, is greater than the moon.” What is 

the answer to this problem? Calvin states, “Here lies the difference; Moses wrote in a 

popular style things which, without instruction, all ordinary persons, endued with 

common sense, are able to understand; but astronomers investigate with great labour 

whatever the sagacity of the human mind can comprehend.” What follows is what I 

quoted in the body of the article. 

2. The scientists also falsely “reason” that since those galaxies are billions of light years 

away, the light that we see from them is billions of years old. Therefore, according to 

modern scientists, the universe is at least that old. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 59 No. 9 July 2000 


