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“Study to shew thyself approved of God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.” II Tim. 2:15 

Some years ago somebody gave me a plaque inscribed with the text quoted above. For some 

time it decorated my study wall as a reminder that a minister must rightly divide the word of 

truth. Quite fitting, don’t you think so? 

This enjoinder was given by the apostle Paul to his spiritual son Timothy, who at one time 

accompanied him on his missionary journey and was now a minister in the church at Ephesus. 

The word “study” and the phrase “Rightly dividing the word of truth” seem to apply particularly 

to ministers. 

Yet that does not mean that this instruction should strike a deaf ear of all those who are not 

called to the ministry, or that it does not apply to the covenant youth of the church, to you who 

are in high school, in college, in a university, or have already entered into some vocation out 

there in the wide, wide world. 

That is evident from the fact that the word “study” does not necessarily refer merely to 

searching out the Scriptures, but means literally “to be zealous”, “eager”, “to give diligence”. 

That fits you also, does it not? You who are so full of life, bursting with energy, should be 

zealous and diligent, expending your exuberance in the things spiritual and eternal! Also, the 

word “workman” has a broader scope than the realm of ministers. In fact, I have been told more 

than once that I do not work, because I am a minister. The word for “workman” in this passage 

means “a field laborer”, a “worker”, “a laborer”. The word is used in Matthew 20:1, 8 for 

laborers in the vineyard. And the expression “rightly dividing the Word of truth” can also apply 

to anyone in the church, as you will see, if you stay with me a little while. 

A workman must have certain gifts and talents, certain qualities and abilities that fit him for 

his task. God has given to each of us our own unique abilities and talents. That is an amazing 

wonder; the more you think about it the more marvelous it appears. Millions of people have 

walked and do walk upon the face of this earth, yet there never have been nor ever are two alike! 

Their facial features are similar, yet each person is known individually by his face. Rarely do we 

forget a face. Even organs, skin, or blood are not so readily transferable. Only God can make 

millions of people, and yet everyone a distinct individual. You, too, are distinctive. There is only 

one of you. You are YOU. God has entrusted you with certain qualities, abilities, talents that you 

possess and that only you can use in the place where God places you. Undoubtedly, this will 

become still more evident in heaven, where each of us receives a new individual name, but that 

is also detectable now. One of the purposes of your years of education (educate means “to lead 

out’’) is to bring out and develop the abilities God has given to you. Those gifts become evident 

already in the early school years but stand out much more clearly during your advanced 

instruction. A good teacher recognizes these talents in a pupil, and tries to make him or her 

aware of them. Your ability may lie in the field of mathematics, or science, or music, or research, 

or languages, or mechanics, or business. Some people take a special interest in figures, some in 

economic affairs, some in machinery. Covenant young people take an interest, often keenly so, in 

religious matters. Many, many gifts are stowed away in us, entrusted to us by our God unto the 

day when we give account of what we have done with those gifts in our life time. There are a 

number of parables in Scripture that teach us this very important truth! 

This helps us to make one of the biggest decisions that a person makes in a life-time, the 



choosing of a vocation. To a great extent your whole future lies wrapped up in a proper 

choice made during your adolescent years. This choice of a vocation is much more difficult in 

our modern age than it was even fifty or a hundred years ago. A farmer’s son succeeded his 

father on the farm. A business man’s son was familiarized with the business. A tradesman’s son 

was taught the trade. A daughter stayed home to learn to cook, and to bake, and to keep house. 

The future was quite well cut out for each individual. But in this modern computer age things are 

quite different. Even professionals need much more training and specialization than ever before. 

A business, a farm, a trade is run far more scientifically than in times past. Even machinery and 

automobiles are far more complicated than when Henry Ford introduced the Model T. It takes 

training to run a home and a family. All of which means that extreme care must be taken in 

choosing a vocation that fits with a person’s abilities, but also that proper preparation must be 

made to fulfill our task happily and properly in this world. 

This is especially true for the covenant youth, because on your shoulders rests the 

responsibility to “study to show thyself approved unto God”! You must give diligence, be 

zealous, even eager to choose a vocation whereby you can use your talents to the best advantage 

in the fear of God! I have known people who were far too talented for the work they were doing, 

and therefore they were never really happy at their job. Some of them found their satisfaction in 

the work of God’s kingdom. The question is not: how can I make the most money? Nor: how can 

I attain prominence, success in the world? Nor: how can I enjoy life to the full without too much 

work? But the question is: “Lord what wilt Thou have me do?” When you have received an 

answer to that question you can rest assured that you will be a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed! 

Does that scare you? It should. A tremendous responsibility is laid on your young shoulders, 

with tremendous consequences, not only for this life, but also for eternity! 

In a sense it can be said that God lays upon you an impossible burden. You can never carry it 

alone! That takes much zeal and diligence, much soul-searching, and. above all, much prayer! 

There are certain guide lines to direct you in the way you should go! 

Far too often young people travel through high school without any definite plans for the 

future. They enter into college without any specific goal in mind. And when they enter into the 

task of bread-winning they are still floundering. Why? Because they sought no guide! Paul tells 

Timothy to study to show himself approved of God, a workman that need not be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the Word of truth! You say, that applies to ministers? How true that is. Timothy 

and all ministers must cut a straight line through the Scriptures! That is what “rightly dividing” 

means. They must not listen to human philosophy and heresy, so that they dilute their preaching 

with the poison of the lie. They must not zig-zag, halting from one opinion or theory to another. 

They must always walk a straight line. They must maintain and defend and preach the truth of 

God’s infallible Word, the truth that of God, through God, and unto God are all things, to whom 

be the glory forever! You must do that too! You, too, must draw a straight line through the 

Scriptures, know the truth, love it, cherish it, defend it, and thus apply it to every part of your 

life! 

With the Word of God in your heart and as your Guide, you choose your vocation! Doing 

this prayerfully and honestly before God, it is not so difficult after all. You know, first of all, that 

whatever talents you possess are given to you of the Lord. God made you YOU. You know, in 

the second place, that God has planned your future from all eternity. If we could lift the veil that 

hides our future we would see the pathway that God planned for us to travel. But God does not 

reveal that to us, and we may be thankful for that. We do know that God has given us a unique 



place in our family, in the church, and in the midst of the world. No one else can take that place, 

since God has His own purpose with each of us. We cannot be someone else, nor should we try. 

Now then, if we walk in the light of God’s Word and prayerfully ask, “Lord, what wilt Thou 

have me do?”, God will show us the way as it opens before us step by step. He will give you the 

conviction in your heart as to how you can serve Him best. He will point out your particular field 

of labor, your task in His vineyard, where you can best serve Him with the gifts and talents 

entrusted to you! 

In that way you become a faithful “workman” in your own field of endeavor. Our first 

question must always be: Did God give me the necessary talents to aspire to the ministry of His 

Word? Do I enjoy studying, particularly, searching the Scriptures? Could I devote my life to 

that? Am I willing to surrender myself to the work and responsibilities involved in that field of 

God’s kingdom? If for some reason you do not feel a strong desire for that work in your heart - 

young people have often said to me. “we cannot all be ministers” - then, how about teaching the 

covenant seed of the church? Do you have such a strong interest in the future of God’s church 

that you will devote yourself to the task of diligently instructing the coming generation?! Only 

after you are convinced that God has not called you for either of these tasks you can ask yourself, 

do I have the desire and talent for some other profession, business, or field of labor? Yes, the 

church needs professionals also, as well as business men, tradesmen, mechanics, men from every 

field of endeavor! 

It comes down to this: Study to show thyself approved unto God! Strive for one thing, and 

one thing only: God’s approval, God’s well done! I assure you that the ministry is the most 

difficult, painful, burdensome task, if you are looking for an easy life, the praise of men, rather 

than the approval of God. That applies also to the realm of teaching, as any teacher will tell you. 

But that also applies to any other field of endeavor. Solomon says: “I hated life; because the 

work that is wrought under the sun is grievous unto me; for all is vanity and vexation of spirit.” 

God’s approval means more to us than life itself. Now. Right now in performing our daily tasks. 

But also in that great Day of days when by His grace (for it is all of grace) He will say to us, 

”Well done, thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” That is what 

counts! 
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