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“EXHORTATION”: 

From the Latin: “An urging out of.” From the Bible: “God urging His people out of sin and into 

His kingdom.” 

The Holy Spirit in the Bible in Luke 12:29-34 has exhorted us and in our hearts through that 

Word, does continually exhort us “to seek the kingdom of God.” Rather than seeking anything in 

this world we must be seeking the things that are above. You may like to read this passage for 

yourself. 

In the January 1986 issue of the Beacon Lights I said I would next seek to study with you 

certain means God has given us to seek His kingdom. But before we gird up our loins or light 

any old light let us ponder our real ability to seek God’s kingdom. This consideration I hope will 

lead us to consider also the One Who is able to make us able. This is a must to consider lest we 

despair of even having enough electricity for burning a light. Or, on the other hand, lest we in 

our misguided zeal seek fervently alright, but the wrong kingdom, and even the wrong king! Just 

think: a kingdom of DESPAIR would be ours if we thought we had no ability, not even by grace, 

to seek the kingdom of God; a kingdom of PRIDE we would win if we would seek God thinking 

we could do something or everything to seek God without God! 

A DIRT ROAD 

Consider first one road, a wrong road, the road we often take, of DESPAIR. 

The Bible commands us: “Seek the kingdom.” Before this injunction we can ask quite 

skeptically: “But how can -we?” And in such doubt we might reflect upon how our feelings and 

the Devil and his army stand here accusing: so often when we should be giving God the glory, 

yet we in our gluttony feast on, and burp praise all over, ourselves; it feels like we habitually hate 

God because He cramps our style, and our neighbor we hate because he also makes “too much 

noise” in our lives; the Gospel of Jesus Christ (I can hear my conscience whispering to me now) 

is “dull facts and chains wrapped around our Sundays,” and not the Good and Joyous News of 

deliverance from our bodies of death; and oh, how we so often like to dance (where angels fear 

to tread!), like so many Dinahs, with the very Tigers (Detroit) and Beatles (rock stars) of the land 

instead of to commune with our brothers and sisters born from above of the Lord (the writer 

refers the reader to Genesis 34 and also to Proverbs 13:20 and 27:17 - it is dangerous dancing 

with Tigers and Beatles!). 

It is clear. If we are to listen very long to such devils and to our own mere feelings on the 

matter of seeking the kingdom, that is, on the matter of fellowshipping with our God as we do 

the good works He has given us to do, then we will have an easy answer to the question: “How 

can we seek the kingdom?” The answer will be: WE CAN NEVER SEEK THE KINGDOM, 

FOR HERE WE ARE, CONSTANTLY FOUND IN OUR SINFUL DEEDS AND FULL OF 

GUILT, AND WE ARE SO YOUNG - LEAVE SEEKING THE KINGDOM FOR THE 

ADULTS! The logical conclusion would be for us, therefore: “We may as well file (circularly) 

this exhortation as well as countless others of Scripture.” Why? Because judging from our own 

experience the kingdom of God that we would seek we do not, and so, what’s the use? That’s it. 

Instead of pretending to read the Bible, pretending to be interested in spiritual conversation 

anymore, we might just as well decide to "throw our Bibles in the garbage and jump in after 

them. 

And this might be an acceptable alternative for some of us. But only if we are determined to 



get a new Bible in place of the old one we have wrinkled so much as we may have slept on it. 

But throwing the Bible out as well as throwing out the God of the Bible, that choice may never 

be ours. For we can get a new Bible, not a new God. We must trust that God has written for us, 

and not against us; we must trust that He has written to quicken us, and not to make us bored stiff 

or in any other way hardened by His Word of the Covenant. 

So if we believe these two things: that the Bible is God's irrefutable Word against which no 

creature may argue, and that this Word is the very Word of life to those who are called to 

believe, then why do we even entertain the question: “How can we seek the kingdom?” ARE 

THE DEVIL’S QUESTIONS OUR GUESTS? And do we feed them with our own nagging 

doubts about the Holy God of the Holy Bible? If so, then his conclusions will be our 

constant companions. No doubt we will be, for all our short lives, hamstrung Christians, hair-

singed Christians, and, most likely, Christians complaining that God has given us something too 

difficult to do in exhorting us to seek His kingdom. We will have, in effect, concluded that we 

are not Christians at all. 

THE “LOOKS” ROAD 

There is a second tempting and quite twisting and hilly-thrilling road which we can take. On 

this road we wind and turn, bouncing up and down in hot-rods we have had custom-built and 

precision-tuned. In fact, so sleek and smooth-running is our rig that there is hardly another car 

we do not pass or could not pass on this road if we really wanted to. 

1 call this the road of “looks.” It is, of course, a spiritual road. We drive the road of “looks” 

when we think there is something in us that is good and we want desperately to show ourselves 

to others and only vaguely to show others to God. Pretty soon after we drive down “looks” our 

religion becomes something like a sport or other sort of game: it is a game of comparing our own 

“surface spirituality” with that of others. 

We take this road when we think that there is something in our own nature, in our own 

engine if you will, which gets us somewhere closer to the kingdom. On his road, you see, we are 

nowhere near despair. On the contrary we are “riding high”, not needing a thing as we coast 

along. In fact, we have confidence in our own inherent ability, thrown out the number we once 

had for the tow truck: 1-800-1 (NE-ED) (G-RACE). We take this road in our souped-up pride 

when we seek not the kingdom at all, but only how to get there, and ahead of everybody else, and 

by hook or by crook. 

Just as we compete with others on this road because we think we are pretty good at being 

kingdom-seekers, so also we play with Scripture almost as if it were an opponent: those who 

despair will run away, but those who are proud will play and play! 

Where are we? We have examined two roads and searched our hearts and confessed that we 

have been on these roads: when we imagine that God’s grace does not enable us sufficiently (II 

Corinthians 12:9) to seek His kingdom, then we despair; when we get it in our heads that we are 

the fountain of all good (but we are shapen, even, in iniquity!), then we bear the rotten fruit of 

pride. 

Right now as we read this article, because we have discussed them, we stand before these 

two main roads - despair on the left, pride on the right, and also before all their little side streets 

and alleys in which we can so easily get lost. Fact is, we stand before such alternatives every 

time we hear the preaching, and every moment of our lives when we recall what we have heard 

from the pulpit. 

And if we really love living in garbage cans or by racetracks or wandering about in alleys 

and looking at the peepshows there, then we may choose to take the ways of despair, or of self-



centeredness, or of not caring a whit about everyday seeking the kingdom of the God of the 

Bible. 

Or we can, very simply, and by faith, forget about our own little ability or great ability or 

whatever ability and first try to estimate the King’s ability Whose kingdom we seek. Doing this 

we begin to see how silly it is to wonder how we can gird up our loins (for we can do all things 

through Christ strengthening us, Philippians 4:13). Nor do we glory in the dream that we have 

some amazing power plant in our own bodies which helps us burn our lights. Rather, we glory in 

the king. He is able to create (Genesis 1; Hebrews 11:3), and also to condemn sinners or to 

commend His love toward sinners (Romans 5). With God all things are possible (Matthew 

19:26), and with God alone is any and everything which He so powerfully wills possible 

(Matthew 28:18. Here Jesus says: All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.) 

That is seeking the kingdom: taking eyes off self first and glorying in the God of the 

kingdom Who made us to be citizens of the kingdom. With this type of seeking our natural 

clamor for ways of doing things is muffled by our singing of the reasons for our doing things. 

The reason: we love one who is the Lamb-now-exalted-Lord of the kingdom Who was 

willing and able to be slain in the mysterious eternity of God’s counsel (Revelation 13:8) and in 

time on the instrument of God’s cursing, the cross. Slain for us sinners He was. So all our doing, 

all our seeking for God’s kingdom is seeking to know the God and Father of the Lamb-King 

Jesus Christ, and to thank Him more as we know Him more, for His great Majesty and for His 

great salvation. 
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