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When I was first requested to write an article concerning the observance of Christmas, I felt 

somewhat uneasy. Anyone who has studied the origins of our observance of December 25 as 

“Christmas,” understands that the beginning of this festival has little to do with Christ and more 

to do with Antichrist. Some think that Christmas was originally good and proper, and therefore 

they cry, “Keep Christ in Christmas,” or “Put Christ back into Christmas.” But others are 

inclined to say, “It started with the pagans of old and it continues with the ungodly of today; let 

them have it.” And along with many of our Reformed fathers, including Calvin, and the Puritans, 

I unashamedly sympathize with the latter view. 

However, even John Calvin, who is often set forth as one who rejected completely the 

world’s observation of Christ’s birthday, wrote to John Haller, pastor of the church at Berne, 

Before I ever entered the city (Geneva—s.k.), there were no festivals but the Lord’s day. 

Those celebrated by you (Christ’s birth, Easter, and other festival days—s.k.) were approved 

of the same public decree by which Farel and I were expelled; and it was rather extorted by 

the tumultuous violence of the ungodly, then decreed according to the order of law. Since my 

recall, I have pursued the moderate course of keeping Christ’s birthday as you are wont 

(known—s.k.) to do. 

(Letters, Part 2, p. 288,January 2, 1551) 

So Calvin himself saw that there could be a proper observance of Christ’s birth, even amid all the 

attacks of Antichrist upon the remembrance of that event. 

It is not difficult for the spiritually- minded Christian to see how Christmas is corrupted by 

Satan. My colleague, Pastor Terpstra, pointed that out clearly. Yet for all that, we ought not 

ignore the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and the significance of that birth; but we ought to see 

the work of our Lord Jesus Christ even through the development of the anti-Christian spirit we 

see in this season. We ought not go through this Christmas season without becoming more eager 

to see our Lord returning in His glory. We must be filled with the things of the Spirit of Christ, 

not with the anti-Christian spirit of Christmas. For if the coming of our Lord in the incarnation 

provides us with joy, will not His final coming be the fulness of joy?! 

Pastor Terpstra has pointed out some of the areas in which the spirit of Antichrist has entered 

the church in the season called “Christmas”. Some, seeing that fact, have gone so far as to call 

Christmas “a demon holiday”; and not without reason. But I would call your attention, young 

people, to the fact that the One Who prevails in the Christmas season is not Antichrist, but 

Christ. I would like to point you to that truth from two points of view. 

In the first place, the final judgment and the theodicy (when God and all His works will be 

seen as perfect and just by all men) stand inseparably connected with the incarnation of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. That this is true is very plain from Scripture. In the first place in that connection, we 

must remember that the first coming of our Lord belongs to what the Old Testament Scriptures 

refer to repeatedly as “the great day of the Lord.” You have, in the second place some direct 

expressions in the Bible. You have the words of old Simeon shortly after Jesus’ birth: “Behold, 

this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign that shall be spoken 

against; . . . that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34, 35b). The Lord Jesus 

Himself said, “For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and 

that they which see might be made blind” (John 9:39). Finally, there is also the fact that John the 

Baptist preached the coming of Christ under the aspect of judgment, when he proclaimed, “the 



ax is laid to the root of the tree. . .” (Matt. 3:10). 

The inspired words of Simeon are true — this child is set. He is set by God, of course. He is 

set for a sign. Of what is He a sign? He is a sign, on the one hand, to pass moral judgment upon 

the world in which He is set. Through Him as a sign, it becomes manifest that the world is 

condemned. The righteousness and wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness. And He is a sign, on the 

other hand, of the infinite grace of God in sending His only begotten Son into the world, that 

whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. Zion shall be redeemed 

through judgment! 

The Son of God, Whose birth we commemorate this time of year, is the basis for all hope and 

joy. It is because of Him and His incarnation and work that we do not despair, even though the 

world of today seems to have a terrifying outlook for the child of God. For we look beyond the 

manger to the cross, and beyond the cross to the resurrection and ascension, knowing that our 

Lord is preparing a place for us. Yes, when it comes right down to it, Christmas is a matter of the 

heart. Because that is so, we stretch the Christmas season until it extends the whole year round. 

All men do so, either as “Antichrist —mas”, to use the terminology of Pastor Terpstra, or as the 

season of the coming of our Lord. 

Once again, the inspired words of Simeon are true —this sign of the Christ will reveal the 

thoughts of the hearts of men, also of your heart and mine. It confronts the hearts of men with the 

question: “What think ye of the Christ?” And at the sight of that sign, the multitude of men is 

divided into two camps. Also in this Christmas season, the sign of Christ reaches its purpose. As 

the world of Antichrist tried to prevent the first coming of Christ, so it tries to prevent the 

second, knowing that then they shall receive their reward. They who refused Him a place in this 

world, they who rejected Him, scoffed at Him, spit on Him and with wicked hands crucified 

Him, all the while refusing to repent, shall recognize His Kingship and shall call for the 

mountains to fall on them! For judgment He is come, that through it Zion might be redeemed. 

But there is another viewpoint from which it is evident that the One Who prevails in the 

Christmas season is not Anitchrist, but Christ. When God sent His only begotten Son into this 

world in the fulness of time, born of the virgin Mary, that Jesus entered a world in which 

unbelief was at its peak. The true Church was but a remnant, and Antichrist, according to 

Revelation 12, stood ready to devour the child as soon as He was born. But, I say, the anti-

Christian spirit we observe in this Christmas season ought not merely make us sorrow. It ought 

to give us hope! For when you open your spiritual eyes, you will see in this Christmas season a 

sign of our Lord’s return! Just as evil flourished in the world when Jesus was born in the fulness 

of time, so it must be at the time of His return. 

You see in the world and in the church of today a certain unity in the season called 

Christmas. They join hands in partying and in giving gifts to organizations that are decidedly 

anti- Christian. In this season which is ruled by the Prince of Peace, they unite in their efforts to 

bring about the false peace of Antichrist, wanting nothing to do with the true peace which comes 

only through the forgiveness of sins by the blood of Jesus Christ. And in all their activities they 

fulfill the words of our Savior in Matt. 24:11, 12: “And many false prophets shall arise and shall 

deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.” Further, 

Jesus tell us “as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in 

the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day that Noe entered the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took 

them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be” (Matt. 24:37-39). 



Rejoice, young people of God! Our Lord’s return is near! The world and false church seeks 

to cover up this truth by its emphasis on worldly pleasure and worldly customs during the 

Christmas season. Be not taken in by their ungodly and anti-Christian Christmas! But remember 

the incarnation of our Lord and Savior. See the boundless grace revealed there! Know that were 

it not for that grace, grace culminating in the cross and resurrection, you and I would be calling 

for the mountains to fall on us. Remember that the child sent of God was born King of kings and 

Lord of lords! And in so doing, see that He is coming again! He is coming quickly! 
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