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Covenant young people, let me begin by explaining the title of this article. Perhaps you judge 

from the title that I am against Christmas, and that this is an article which criticizes our practice 

of commemorating the birth of our Lord Jesus on the day known as Christmas. Such is not the 

case, however, and therefore, you must not hyphenate this to read “Anti- Christmas”. Rather, you 

must hyphenate it this way: “Antichrist-mas”; for this is an article in which we hope to examine 

the ways in which antichrist seeks to corrupt our commemoration of Christ’s birth. We want to 

ask and answer: How does antichrist purpose to lead us away from the proper remembrance of 

this great historical wonder which is the core and foundation of our Christian faith? And as we 

examine this, we want to gain a sensitivity to these attempts, so that we resist them and properly 

reflect on the Incarnation of our Saviour. 

It ought not surprise us that antichrist is active to overthrow our faith in Christ’s coming in 

the flesh, particularly at that time of year when we pay special attention to this wonder. In fact, 

the Scriptures reveal to us that this is one of the chief characteristics of antichrist, that he denies 

that Christ came in the flesh. So writes the apostle John in I Jn. 4:3: “And every spirit that 

confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of 

antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.” 

This is also revealed in II Jn. 7: “For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not 

that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.” 

Furthermore, you will recall that in the old dispensation there were prefigurations of 

antichrist, just as there were prefigurations of Christ. And how did these prefigurations of 

antichrist manifest themselves? They did so by attempting to prevent the coming of Christ. Rev. 

12 vividly describes these attempts under the symbolism of the woman with child ready to be 

delivered (symbolizing the Old Testament church bringing forth the Christ), and the great red 

dragon which stood before her “for to devour her child as soon as it was born” (symbolic of 

Satan purposing to prevent Christ’s advent). From your background in O.T. history all you need 

do is recall the devil’s use of wicked queen Athaliah and Haman to see how he plotted to prevent 

this coming in the flesh of Christ. 

And what we must understand is that, while Satan and therefore antichrist were defeated by 

God in their attempts to thwart Christ’s coming, they have not ceased their activities with respect 

to this coming. For now they employ all their power and the means available to them to attack 

this precious truth, so as to cause it to be denied, corrupted, and concealed. And we find 

ourselves in the midst of and affected by this attack, especially during the Christmas season. 

But how does antichrist attack this truth of our Saviour’s Incarnation? In general, it is 

important to keep in view that antichrist always does two things. He opposes Christ, and he sets 

himself up in Christ place. This is implied in the name “antichrist” itself. This name is derived 

from the combination of the Greek word for Christ and the Greek preposition “anti”, which may 

mean both “against” and “in the place of”. Antichrist, therefore, is one who is against Christ, and 

one who takes His place. From this basic idea we may learn that wherever the spirit of antichrist 

is present, there Christ is opposed, and His place is usurped by something or someone else. And 

with respect to the subject before us, this means that when we enter into the time of year when 

we reflect on the wonder and reality of Christ’s birth and its significance for our salvation, then 

we may be sure that Satan and therefore antichrist are intensely active in attempting to draw our 

attention away from Christ by putting other things in the place of and over against Christ as the 



object of our reflection and worship. Of that in general we must be aware and to that we must be 

sensitive. 

Yet we must examine more specifically and concretely how antichrist is active in opposing 

and taking the place of Christ at that time when we purpose to observe Christ’s advent. I believe 

that a little thought to this will give us plenty to dwell on seriously. We want to consider a few 

areas together on a more practical level. 

Let’s consider the matter of the gift giving that takes place at Christmas first of all. We might 

be tempted to say that this is something quite harmless and innocent. We might also add that the 

giving of gifts is an expression of Christian love for one another. And that in itself is true. It is 

my conviction, however, that Satan works long and hard to cause this practice to be a means to 

direct our attention away from Christ and His birth, so that at Christmas time we worship 

something else, namely, the god of materialism. Satan tempts us into turning this custom into 

greedy, materialistic self-gain. 

And so he causes the spirit of antichrist to pervade our commemoration of Jesus’ birth. We 

become more concerned with what Christmas means to us in terms of temporal, material 

treasures than what it means to us in terms of eternal, spiritual riches. Whereas Jesus taught us 

with the words, “It is more blessed to give than to receive”, we are prone to listen to the words of 

antichrist, “It is better for you to get than to give.” In contrast to Christ’s instruction, “If any man 

will come after me, let him deny himself”, we are apt to receive the instruction of antichrist who 

says, “If any man will come after me, let him indulge himself.” And in sharp opposition to Jesus, 

who came into this world humbly and in poverty, and who said of Himself, “The foxes have 

holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head”, 

antichrist comes in great pomp, pride, and prosperity, boasting that the entire world is his to own 

and to hoard, and urging us to partake of it all. 

And therefore we need to ask ourselves during the Christmas season, Whose voice have we 

heard? Do we find ourselves worshiping something other than Christ? Are we sensitive to 

antichrist’s attempts to lure us away from the lowly Jesus of Bethlehem by parading before our 

eyes the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life in the latest toys, games, and 

fashions? We must think seriously about these things. Let us return to simple, humble worship of 

the Christ child in Bethlehem’s stable, praising God for His unspeakable gift. 

A second area affected by antichrist at Christmas is music. By means of this powerful 

instrument Satan makes good his effort to draw us away from Christ and His coming in the flesh. 

In music, too. he opposes Christ and replaces Him with a christ of his own making. Not only 

does he do that through the frivolous ditties of the world (“Jingle Bells’’, “Deck the Halls”, 

“Santa Claus Is Coming To Town”), but also through many hymns that we often sing which, if 

not openly antichristian, nevertheless, are distortions of the Christ of the Scriptures. 

For example, there are certain hymns which, though perhaps accurately depicting Christ in 

the manger, weak and helpless, yet stress this to the exclusion of the fact that this Christ is the 

Son of God, our Saviour-King, Who came to save His people, and Who is the heir of this world. 

Or there are songs which present Jesus as the Saviour of every man, who brings peace and 

goodwill to all. It is no wonder that even the world can and does sing many of these hymns at 

Christmas time. After all, everyone loves a child who is mild and helpless, but who brings peace 

and joy to all. 

But the point is, that antichrist takes great delight in keeping Christ in the manger as an 

impotent babe who can be fondled and talked about, but who is not to be worshiped as Lord of 

lords and King of kings. Of this too we need to be aware. Let us be on our guard lest we find 



ourselves merely admiring a baby and not worshiping the King. And let the songs which we sing 

at Christmas time (and sing we should!) be ones which truly reverence our newborn King and 

give honor to Him Who is our Saviour from sin. 

A final area in which Satan is active and where the spirit of antichrist is to be found during 

the Christmas season is that of the gaiety and parties which are associated with this holiday. 

Certainly for the believer Christmas is a joyous time, and an opportune time to share the joy with 

and among family and friends. But Satan is always present at these moments to inject into our 

Christian fellowship and get- togethers an antichristian “party spirit”. And as always, his purpose 

is to replace Christ as the object of our worship and joy with something else. And so he diverts 

our joy away from Christ toward fun and feasting, drinking and entertainment, so that we come 

to believe that there can be no complete happiness without these kinds of activities. And when 

we have tried to commemorate Jesus’ birth in this fashion, we go home empty and find our joy 

was only superficial and fleeting. What is it that gives us real joy and fellowship at Christmas, 

young people? Is the focus of all our activities truly Christ and the wonder of His birth? Are we 

like the shepherds, who have heard the good tidings of great joy, and having seen Jesus in the 

manger, tell abroad what was said concerning this child, that He is the Saviour, Christ the Lord 

(Lu. 2:17)? 

The above are but a few ways in which antichrist seeks to corrupt our remembrance of 

Christ’s birth. There are many other ways which one could mention which I will not. But there is 

one thing more that must be said yet concerning this subject. And that is, that antichrist uses 

much deceit and subtlety in his efforts to oppose and replace Christ during that time of year 

when we reflect on His coming in the flesh. We must bear in mind that in tempting us he does 

not jump out at us shouting, “Don’t believe that Christ came in the flesh.” We must remember 

that Satan is the liar and always comes with the lie. And because of that approach we must 

maintain constant watchfulness over our souls and our activities. He will use all his devilish 

power and any means to corrupt our faith in Jesus’ Incarnation. May God increase our awareness 

and sensitivity to the work of antichrist, and give us grace to resist it, so that we commemorate 

Christ’s birth in true spirit and joy. 
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