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In our last article for the Beacon Lights we were making a few general and introductory 

remarks about the teaching of science. In that article it was emphasized that those who are of the 

household of faith possess a basic prejudice. I indicated, however, that those who are of the 

household of faith are not distinctive and exceptional in this respect. It is also true that those who 

do not believe in God the Father as the Creator of the heavens and the earth possess a basic 

prejudice. Theirs is the prejudice of unbelief. Theirs is the prejudice of infidelity and hatred 

toward God. They “believe” of course; but they do not believe in God as the Creator of heaven 

and earth. They believe the anti-Christian lie of the Devil as it comes to manifestation in many 

ways but especially in evolutionary theory in the field of science; particularly in the biological 

sciences. 

In this article we hope to write at some length about the theory of evolution as it was 

propounded and developed through the years. 

 

Evolution Defined 

The theory of evolution, which is accepted by a preponderance of men and women of 

science is defined in Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, New International Dictionary, Second 

Edition, as follows: 

“ . . . the process by which, through a series of changes or steps, any living 

organism, or groups of organisms, has acquired the morphological and 

physiological characters which distinguish it; hence, the theory that the various 

types of animals and plants have their origin in pre-existing types, the 

distinguishable differences being due to modifications in successive generations.” 

An abridged edition of the Oxford Dictionary defines evolution as it was used in the 

1830’s as follows: 

“Origination of species conceived as a process of development from earlier forms 

and not as due to special creation." 

The Random House Dictionary of the English Language, Unabridged edition, 1966, 

defines evolution as understood by biologists as follows: 

“. . . the continuous genetic adaptation of organisms or species to the environment 

by the integrating agencies of selection, hybridization, inbreeding, and mutation.” 

Evolutionism basically holds to the origin of life forms in the ocean. Evolutionism holds 

to a gradual change and a continuous but gradual movement toward complexity and 

diversification. It is a development toward more organization. Evolutionism is what the term 

implies, a philosophic commitment to a basic kind of life history. More will he said of this later 

and an attempt will be made to show that evolutionism is not science but is scientism. 

Evolutionism is defined in the Dictionary of Philosophy by Dagobert D. Runes as: 

“.  . . the view that the universe and life in all of its manifestations and nature in 

all of their aspects are the product of development. . . . this doctrine finds variety 

of species to be the result of change and modification and growth and adaptation 

rather than from some form of special creation of each of the myriads of organic 

types and even of much in the inorganic realm.” 

 



The Origin of the Theory of Evolution 

In our last article we also briefly discussed the origin of the theory of evolution but in this 

article I intend to help you become aware of the development of this theory. 

Contrary to much popular opinion the theory of evolution did not begin with Charles 

Darwin. The publication of the book The Origin of Species certainly popularized the theory but 

the origin of this theory must be sought much further back in history. 

Sinful, fallen man will always ask concerning his origin. He will ask and seek an answer 

to the question, “Where did I come from?” Even more he will seek an answer to the question, 

"Where did all things come from?” Apart from the Word of God he will arrive at some answers 

to his questions but they will be man-glorifying and God-debasing. Man has a propensity to 

serve the creature and not the Creator. The source of the origin of all things and man at the apex 

of the entire creation is not to be found through existential perception nor through vain 

speculation. More of this later. 

When modern man thinks of evolution he thinks of it in terms of men such as Darwin, 

Bergson, or John Dewey. These were some of the modern, outspoken proponents of the theory 

upon whom men of this century continue to lean heavily in their theorizing. But we must look 

further back than the nineteenth century to find answers to the question concerning the origin of 

the theory of evolution. 

If one were to go back as far as possible one could trace this theory to the very father and 

source of all lies, Satan. He is the father of the lie. And this is one of the devil’s lies whereby he 

deludes the thinking of men and if possible the thinking of the very elect. You see I believe this 

whole theory is very dangerous. A proper understanding of it is essential to our young people for 

their very life’s sake in the midst of this world. 

We first read about this theory in the books of the early Greeks and of the early Indians. 

These men were speculating concerning the origin of all things. The truth had not been preserved 

in their generations. Anaximander in the 6th century B.C., Enophanes in the 6th-5th century 

B.C., Thales in the 6th century B.C. and Empedocles in the 5th century B.C. were Greeks who 

all suggested that life developed from simpler forms into more complex forms. Thales suggested 

that life had a marine origin. Lucretius, a noted Roman poet, who lived about 98-55 B.C. speaks 

of strange monsters which nature did not permit to survive. These statements were later 

construed to mean that earlier writers serve to bolster the more “scientific” pronouncements and 

arguments of the proponents of the theory of evolution in the nineteenth century. Aristotle who 

lived in Greece in 384-322 B.C. and was one of the teachers and servants of Alexander the Great 

said that “nature proceeds little by little from things lifeless to animal life.” This seems to 

suggest that lie had ideas of a gradual change. He also wrote: “. . . there is observed in plants a 

continuous scale of ascent toward the animals.” . . . throughout the entire animal scale there is a 

graduated differentiation in amount of vitality and in capacity for motion." (I will have 

explanatory comments on all of this in a later article.) 

After these writings by the Greeks and the early Romans a long period of calm persisted 

in which very little was written or suggested which could be classified as disturbing or tending to 

propose the dangerous theories of the past. The Greeks, who believed basically in the eternity of 

matter, were little heard of during the period known as the Dark Ages nor were they popular 

amongst the Reformers. During the 18th and 19th centuries, however, the period that is generally 

classified as the Enlightenment, European thinkers and scientists began to speculate in this area. 

Religion was beginning to break clown once again after the period of the Reformation and the 

results of the Renaissance were beginning to break forth in their full potential. Men began once 



again to speculate boldly and dangerously concerning the origin of life on earth. 

Comte de Buffon (1707-1788) a French naturalist, proposed extensive evolutionary ideas 

in forty-four volumes of a work on natural history. James Hutton (1726-1797) was an English 

geologist who developed the idea of uniformitarianism. This concept is basic to evolutionary 

theory and is a basis for all modern evolutionary geology. Uniformitarianism holds that all past 

geological changes were the same as those seen taking place in the present. The Apostle Peter 

writing the Word of God said there would be those in the last days who would say that all things 

continue as they were born the beginning. (Cf. II Peter 3.) Erasmus Darwin (1731-1802) was the 

grandfather of Charles Darwin. He was an English naturalist and poet and was said to have 

influenced Charles Darwin with many evolutionary ideas. Jean de Lamarck (1744-1829) was a 

French naturalist and was a pioneer in comparative anatomy. He proposed a theory that changes 

in the life of an individual such as the loss of a limb by some accident are hereditary. A. G. 

Werner (1749- 1817) was a German who came forward with what is known as the '“onion coat” 

theory. He believed that rocks are arranged in definite strata or layers in a definite order. William 

Smith (1769-1839) was an English geologist who theorized that fossils occur in definite strata or 

layers of a definite order. You notice that he substituted fossils for minerals. His theory is 

therefore similar to that of Werner. Baron Cuvier (1769-1832) was a French naturalist and was a 

pioneer in the fields of paleontology and comparative anatomy. He believed that different kinds 

of organisms were successively created and destroyed. This is not evolution as we understand it 

today. He believed that the destroyed organisms were replaced by migrations from other regions. 

Sir Charles Lyell (1797-1875) lived contemporaneous with Charles Darwin. He was a few years 

older than Darwin and was friend of the same. He was the English geologist who provided with 

his theories a framework and a foundation for the theorizing and thinking of Charles Darwin. He 

was an uniformitarian and is the father of all modern historical geology with an evolutionary 

bias. He rejected completely any idea that God created the earth. 

(To be continued) 
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