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On December 15 at 10 a. m. in front of the Commons Building at the Franklin campus of 

Calvin College, some 150 students attended a protest demonstration, which the undersigned was 

fortunate (or unfortunate) enough to observe. The issue was the banning of Negro comedian 

Dick Gregory from the campus by the Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees. Gregory’s 

appearance had been approved by the Student Council, by the sociology department, by the dean 

of the college, by the faculty, and by the administration. The Board of Trustees heard of this 

scheduled appearance and its Executive Committee forbade it. No official reasons have yet been 

given, but the Committee did cite Gregory's alleged Communist associations, his vulgarity and 

blasphemy, and the possibility of distressing or alienating a large part of the Christian Reformed 

constituency. 

At the demonstration students carried placards bearing messages such as these: “Break 

Board Power!” “Get the dead wood off the Board!” “Bored of Procrustees?” “End limited 

condonement of the big Board!” “No more hip-pocket Sanhedrin!” The sign in front of the 

speaker's rostrum read, “The trustees are Calvin’s version of the KKK.” 

Several students spoke, giving the history of the disagreement and commenting on the 

situation. One said that this protest was motivated not by rashness, but by the desire to obtain “a 

good educational experience.” Another characterized the Board as “middle class, Dutch, 

Christian Reformed, conservative, cloistered, and hypocritical.” Still another asked, “Who runs 

Calvin?” The demonstration broke up to the cry of, "Let’s march around the Administration 

Building seven times and hope that Dick Gregory pops up! 

Who runs Calvin, the students or the Board of Trustees? Evidently the students think they 

do: but in reality, the Board of Trustees, appointed by the Synod of the Christian Reformed 

Church, has the final control of the college. It is about time for some Calvin students wake up to 

reality and stop revolting against the governing authority of the college. A wicked, godless, 

profane man such as Dick Gregory has no place on the campus of a Christian college. And this is 

“disregarding a valuable educational instrument?" as the Student Council president put it. What 

can Dick Gregory teach a Christian? But even if this were not the ease, the students had 

absolutely no call to revolt openly (the incident was televised locally and appeared in the papers) 

against God-ordained authority. 

Along a similar degenerative line, the book Miss Lonelyhearts, by Nathanael West, was 

given a favorable review in the December 1, 1967 issue of Chimes, Calvin’s student paper. In the 

story, Miss Lonelyhearts (a male) is searching for an answer to his problems. Another character 

advises him, “God alone is our escape. The church is our only hope, the First Church of Christ 

Dentist, where He is worshipped as Preventer of Tooth Decay. The . . . Trinity new style: Father, 

Son, and Wire-haired Fox Terrier.” In trying to solve his problems, Miss Lonelyhearts plunges 

deeper into wickedness and debauchery, until after one violent incident he “is united with God in 

a triumphant religious experience,” as the author of the review puts it. 

The comments on the book run along this vein: “Miss Lonelyhearts, West’s book and 

heart, is a complicated bomb that results in a simple explosion, wrecking the world without 

rocking it. But no matter what else the ’rocked’ world is, it is hilarious. If one can accept Christ it 

is hilarious and meaningful, but without Christ it is merely hilarious and pathetic.” 

Is a world with Christ meaningful? No, because the world cannot have Christ. Is it 



hilarious? Very funny indeed. Is it pathetic without Christ? Could be, if wickedness is equated 

with pathos. Does this sound like a Christian review of a Christian book? 

 This book is recommended reading for Calvin students. "It is the first of a series of novels 

that will be simultaneously reviewed in Chimes and sold in the Franklin bookstore.” What can be 

said about such a degenerating situation? Words fail me. But that makes no difference. Get your 

recommended Calvinist reading today! It’s in the Franklin campus bookstore of Calvin College, 

that Christian liberal arts college in Grand Rapids, Michigan. And it costs only fifty cents. 
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