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"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. Let all things be done with 

charity.” I Corinthians 16:13, 14  

When Israel stands on the over side of Jordan, ready to enter into the land of Canaan 

under the leadership of Joshua, the LORD Himself comes to Joshua with his promise and 

command. The promise was that the Lord is with Joshua whithersoever he would go. In view of 

this great and precious promise Joshua was to be strong and of good courage; he must not be 

afraid, nor must he be dismayed whate're betide. 

Israel must quit themselves like men! They must be strong. 

Such is also the injunction of Paul to the Corinthian church in the New Testament 

dispensation. And looking into the new year of 1968, such is the word of exhortation to us, to the 

entire church of God in the world. In a very short, pithy and concise phrase the apostle sets forth 

this exhortation. And this admonition is also for you, my youthful reader. 

The first matter which we must do is be watchful, be vigilant. We must be spiritually 

sober and not fall asleep at the post. It is in view of the great and mighty deeds of God that we 

must remain vigilant, and have the loins of our mind girt up, (I Pet. 1:13) We must ever be ready 

for action. No, we are not to be mere reactionaries. Ours is a positive calling to live in the world, 

confessing the name of Jesus over against every wind of doctrine and error. Hence, we are to be 

watchful unto prayer, lest we fall into temptation. In the year that lies before us we shall never be 

watchful unless it brings us unto prayer. He that does not pray and live a prayerful life has fallen 

asleep. He is not watchful for the help of heaven; he does not lift his eyes unto the hills from 

whence cometh his help. 

Closely connected with this watchfulness unto prayer is that we are ‘'strong.’" Then the 

LORD is our fortress, and His strength is magnified in our weakness. This is the strength of 

Jacob after he had wrestled with the angel at Peniel. There God made him a cripple that he might 

learn to walk as a man, a man of God! There we see the ride: peace be to everyone who walketh 

after this rule, and upon the Israel of God. (Gal. 6:16) It is the strength which is ours because we 

lean upon the everlasting arms which are underneath. Thus doing we humble ourselves under the 

mighty arm of God, which has brought salvation to his people and destruction upon the 

Egyptians and all the enemies of Israel. Only by submitting to the “mighty arm" of God are we 

strong. (Is. 52:10; 53:1: 63:5; I Pet. 5:6) It is then that we cast all our care upon Him, knowing 

that He makes it his business to care for us. We may not then receive the things we might desire, 

but we will surely receive the things which we need. 

Thirdly, we must “quit ourselves like men." Ours must be manly strength, sobriety rooted 

in the wisdom of the fear of the Lord. We must be courageous, and be of good cheer. We must 

not flinch in the battle, nor flag in the fray. God does not want us to be spiritless warriors of His. 

It must not be so that it is as in the days of Deborah, when there were no men. We must be like 

the little band of Gideon, the three hundred strong. Such men must our young people become! 

That must be the end of our study of the Scriptures in our Society meetings, the Catechism class, 

and also in the official ministry of the Word on the Sabbath. Thus we must be in our place in the 

shop, the office, the school and the home. 

Fourthly, we thus stand fast in the faith. The “faith” here referred to must he the truth of 

the Gospel, all that is promised us in the Gospel. It is the faith once delivered to the saints. (Jude 



3) This is the faith for which we must earnestly contend. But to do this we must quit ourselves 

like men. Positively, we must confess the truth. However, we must also reject all heresy and 

erroneous teaching repugnant to the truth. Therefore we must know the truth, love the truth in 

Jesus. This we do by the grace of God. We will then stand unmoved from the hope of the Gospel. 

Many winds of doctrine and of error will then seek to uproot us, and to move us from our 

position in grace. But we must stand unmoved. Party strife must be banished from the church. It 

is not a question of Paul, Apollos, Cephas or even Christ. It is then a matter of Christ in us, 

keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Herein shall all men know that we are my 

disciples, if ye have love for one another. (John 13:35) from this place in the Gospel we must not 

he moved. No matter what happens, what man may do to us, we must ever stand firm in the 

position that we are to walk in love. Then we are unmoved from the faith from a good motive of 

sincere purpose. 

All things must be done in love! 

Love is the more excellent way. It is the way which is straight and narrow which leads to 

life. Then we shall he like the man who hears the words of the Lord and doeth them. All things 

must be done in love or there will be no spiritual watchfulness, no strength to endure to the end, 

no quitting ourselves like men. 

Dear covenant young people, quit yourselves like men, be strong. 

May it be said of you: I write you young men, because ye are strong and have overcome 

the Evil one! 
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