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In recent issues of our Beacon Lights, in sermons and in lectures the rapid development 

of sin and corruption in the world and in the church has been pointed out to us. We were 

admonished not to be caught up in this rush to destruction, but to stand steadfast in faith. 

Certainly this is the calling of every child of God, and a difficult calling it is. 

We are surrounded by the world today as never before in the history of the church. Due to 

modem advances in science, industry, and communications we are constantly tempted to leave 

the pathway of righteousness. Also it has been shown to us that if we confess the truth in our 

walk and talk we will certainly be treated with scorn and contempt. As covenant youth in this age 

you are constantly urged to forsake your Christian calling, and are under pressure to become a 

member of society. A society that is of this world. Boys let your hair grow long, girls wear short 

skirts; this is the very cry of the world, become one of us. And this is not all, you are constantly 

assailed by your very own flesh that yearns for such a life of worldliness. 

Overcoming this temptation and maintaining a Christian walk today is a very real 

problem for covenant people. This is especially true of the youth for they are the prime objects of 

Satan's attacks. Good and Scripturally sound advice and counsel has been given us to lead us in 

our fight against temptation. Based upon the truth that we can overcome sin and temptation only 

by God's grace, we have been instructed to pray for that grace. Yes in the way of our prayers we 

shall be given strength to fight the battle of faith. I have personally experienced that prayer is 

absolutely necessary, if one is to overcome the temptation of the devil. I am sure that many of 

you have had the same experience. 

God has determined to bless His church through the means of her prayers. Eternally He 

decreed to grant us the riches of His grace in the way of prayer and thanksgiving. Therefore we 

are constantly called by the Scriptures to pray. Hence, I think that it is good to consider briefly 

the requisites for proper prayer. The better we understand this; the more properly we will use this 

means of grace. 

First, prayer is only possible in the NAME of Jesus. This implies two things: First that we 

pray as being in Christ, that is, as living members of His body, as guided and controlled by His 

Spirit, by the power of His life and grace. Secondly, we must realize and acknowledge that we 

have no right to communion with God and to be heard in ourselves, hence we must pray only on 

the basis of the perfect sacrifice and obedience of Jesus Christ our Lord. This is primary! 

Secondly, to pray acceptably to God it is necessary to have a true knowledge of the God 

to Whom we pray. We must pray to the true, living God of the Scriptures, and not to some idol 

or our imaginations. This requisite will determine whether we pray as Reformed or Arminian. 

And only the prayer that acknowledges God to be God, holy, sovereign, all-wise and powerful 

will be heard and answered. This true knowledge of God is Scriptural knowledge, covenant 

youth. Therefore, to pray properly we must study Scripture, and we must be attentive to God's 

Word proclaimed. 

Thirdly, praying to God we must have a true knowledge of self. We must know our sins 

and misery, our total dependence upon God for all that we are and have. In humility we come to 

God in prayer. 

In the fourth place, to pray acceptably we must know our needs. We cannot pray for just 

anything, but rather we pray for those things which God has commanded us to ask of Him. We 



may think that we know what we need, but we are yet in our flesh and do not. The Lord Himself 

must instruct us how to pray and for what. This He does throughout the Scriptures, especially, in 

the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ. Once again we notice the importance of Scriptural study for 

our prayer. 

Finally, I would point out that to pray properly to God: we must be fully persuaded that 

God will hear our prayers, though we be unworthy of it, for the sake of Christ Jesus. All the 

prayer of the saints will be heard for that is the promise of God. The Bible tells us of this 

assurance: “Ask and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 

unto you.” 

Covenant youth, prayer is important; it is essential for the child of God! Consider the 

requisites for prayer, study the Scriptures, and pray to your God. He will surely hear your prayer, 

and will give you grace sufficient for your greatest needs. 
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