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INTRODUCTION 

In Romans Paul is treating the relationship between the Jews and the Gentiles who were 

dwelling together within the sphere of the early church. In the first chapter of this epistle, he has 

described the repulsiveness of the sins which were to be found among the heathen Gentiles. He 

realizes, however, that this may tend to make the Jews conclude that they are somewhat of a better 

people than the Gentiles. Thus Paul turns his attention next to pointing out how that no one is 

excusable before God, but all stand guilty and condemned. 

 

Romans 2:1-4: The Sin of Judging 

Although Paul has the Jews primarily in mind in this chapter, he addresses himself generally to 

“man” according to the common human tendency which everyone has to set himself up as a judge 

over other people and occupy himself with the things that are wrong with them. It is a way which 

we as human beings have. By pointing our fingers at the sins of others we try to take attention away 

from the fact that we have the same sinful desires within ourselves. But it makes us feel better and 

eases our conscience just to pass judgment upon the lives of others. Sadly, our religion may all too 

often become a means which we try to use for this purpose. We study religion with the purpose of 

finding out what is wrong with other people so that we can judge them and show how they are 

much worse people than we are ourselves. This is what the Jews did only too often, and we are not 

free from the temptation in our own lives. 

It is against exactly this practice that Paul is here writing. He does this with two questions: 

1) He asks whether we as men caught up in this all too human practice think that we can get 

away with this. After all, God judges in truth; and, although we may pointedly ignore the very 

same sinful desires in ourselves which we condemn in others, God recognizes such hypocrisy and 

will surely judge accordingly. The very case we draw up against others, we may well be held 

responsible for in the end. 

2) He asks again whether we think that this is why God has revealed his goodness in 

forbearance and longsuffering, so that we may use them to condemn others, or whether they are 

not there to guide sinful men to repentance. The proper function of the Gospel is not to point out 

the sins of others to us, but rather to show us our own sin that we may turn from it in sorrow and 

repentance. 

Texts to be considered in relation to this: Matthew 7:1-4 and 15-20: John 7:24; 8:15, 16; I John 

4:1. 

 

Questions for discussion 

1. Is it ever right for us to judge other people? When and why is it right? When and why is it 

wrong? 

2. Did Jesus judge other people or not? 

3. Who is included in the “O man” of verse I? 

4. Will anyone escape the judgment of God? 

5. Does the Gospel of God lead everyone to repentance? 

 

Romans 2:5-10: Judgement According to Works 



Paul continues to speak to “man” generally, but now points attention to the result of man's 

works in the final judgment. Here he begins to draw out a distinction between men. 

In verse 6 is laid down the basic principle upon which the judgment of Cod will be based —that 

is, God “will render to every man according to his deeds.” (See Psalm 62:12: Matt. 16:27; Rom. 

14:12, 13.) 

In verses 5, 8, and 9 is described the condemnation of the wicked. In the first place, the reason 

for their condemnation is to be found in their “hardness and impenitent heart” as well as in the fact 

that they are “contentious, and do not obey the truth, and obey unrighteousness.” All of this comes 

around to the fact again that they do not follow the Gospel where it leads, they will not repent from 

their sins but rather follow the way of unrighteous pride to become contentious troublemakers 

among men (see verse 4, Acts 17:30; I Peter 2:8; Rom. 14:18). But their trouble is not just with 

men, it is even more with God. He will not endure those who seek to elevate themselves to His own 

rightful position as Judge of the universe. This the wicked do (Genesis 3:5, 22; Isaiah 14:12, 15), 

and God will not endure it. God will prove that the boast of the wicked is wrong by bringing them 

under judgment (Isaiah 10:12-19). The wrath of God is reserved against, them (II Peter 3:3-9) and 

He will prove Himself to be right and good by casting them down to Hell (Matthew 25:41, 46; II 

Thess. 1:8, 9). 

According to verse 7 and 10, though, there are also others. They are those “who by patient 

continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality” and again “every man that 

worketh good.” Although it is not mentioned as such, these are those who had followed the way of 

the Gospel to repentance, repentance from that pride by which they too had tried to exalt 

themselves by judging others. But now they have forsaken the way of glory before men because 

they have come to see something far better, the “glory and honour and immortality” which is 

before God. They have forsaken the way of strife and competition among men to continue 

patiently in well doing and in working that which is good as God would require of them. And 

accordingly as they have begun they shall continue unto the “glory, honour, and peace” of eternal 

life. 

 

Questions for discussion: 

1. If the final judgment is to be held on the basis of works, would it be improper to say that a 

person is saved by works? 

2. If the judgment is to be held on die basis of works, and Total Depravity is true, how is it 

possible that anyone is saved? 

3. What is the primary sin for which the wicked are condemned? 

4. Is it possible for a man to do something that is good and still fall into final damnation? 

5. Is it always true of the people of God that they “by patient continuance in well doing seek for 

glory and honour and immorality?” 

 

Romans 2:11-16: No Respect of Persons with God 

In the final judgment God will not be found showing favoritism or partiality to anyone. He is 

an absolutely just God (see II Chr. 19:7; Col. 3:25; I Peter 1:17). Each person who stands 

condemned in die final judgment will be condemned because he willfully disobeyed the law of 

God and to the degree in which he was aware of the responsibility of what he was doing (see Luke 

12:47, 48). The ground for judgment is the works which men do, and their degree of responsibility 

is according to their knowledge. 

With the Jews, this would seem to leave no particular problem. After all, they had lived under 

the law and were quite aware of its teachings. Nevertheless, Paul felt it necessary to remind them 



that it was not enough just to have sat within the synagogue and listened to the reading of the law. 

It was necessary that they should live according to it in order to be justified before God (James 

1:22-25). 

It is with the Gentles, however, that the greater problem is to be found, for they do not live 

under the law and have never heard God’s commandments. Still, they too stand condemned by 

their own conscience, says Paul, because even though they have not been taught the law as such, 

they still “show the work of the law written in their hearts.” What this means is that every man is 

born with the principles of the law of God in his very nature. The first table of the law is concerned 

with the responsibility of man to worship God alone, and Paul has just pointed out in 1:18-25 that 

“the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 

things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead.” Men know instinctively that there is a 

God who rules this world in power; and the reason why idolatry is so universal among men is 

because they reject this knowledge. In turn, all of the works of the law are understood by men even 

when they have not been instructed in the Decalogue. They know that it is wrong to lie, murder and 

steal, to commit adultery, and dishonor their parents; no one needs to tell them. This is evident 

from the fact that men everywhere insist that others do these things even while in their own hearts 

they themselves do not. All men stand judged in their sins by their own conscience. 

That is why the final judgment will be one great day of exposed hypocrisy. Then God will 

make the secrets of the heart known for everyone to see. In each man it will be shown that his sins 

were not just a matter of honest ignorance but in every case of willful disobedience (Romans 

14:10-12; II Corinthians 5:10). 

 

Questions for discussion: 

1. Is there ever such a thing as a sin of ignorance? 

2. Do we sometimes suppose that hearers of the law are justified just as well as the doers? 

3. If “the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law,” does 

this mean that all men can do some good? 

4. Is it a sign of the favor of God that the heathen have “the work of the law written in their 

hearts”? 

 

Romans 2:17-24: The Hypocrisy of Jewry 

Now at last Paul addresses himself directly to the Jews. All at once he presses down very hard 

on their greatest weakness. 

It was the open assumption of the Jews that they formed a superior class of people. After all, 

they were the people of God, to them belonged the law of God so that they held a knowledge 

concerning true value which no one else possessed. Was it not but natural to suppose that they 

alone were the ones most capable of guiding the world and leading it in a way that was right? This 

feeling of superiority was very deeply entrenched in the minds of the Jewish people (see Matt. 23). 

One is impressed at this point at the similarity between the feelings of the Jews of Paul’s day 

and those of present day Christianity. So often one meets an almost unconscious assumption on the 

parts of Christians that because they are Christians they are as such superior to everyone else in the 

world. Particularly they seem to feel this in the fields of morals and knowledge. After all 

Christianity possess the Word of God and the truth that He has revealed, therefore, what would be 

more natural than that Christians ought to be the world’s guides and leaders showing to everyone 

else what things are good and right. It all sounds very familiar. 

Paul’s answer to the Jews, however, was that they had better do some honest examining of 

their own lives in light of the Word of God. Here they were trying to teach others in the wrong of 



stealing, adultery, idolatry and so many other things while they were actually doing the same 

things themselves. Maybe it was not always immediately apparent on the surface, but it was there 

underneath in the heart nonetheless, and God’s law demands purity there just as well (Psalm 51:6; 

Deuteronomy 6:5). Even more, the Gentiles finally knew it was there also so that the very claims 

of the Jews were before their eyes but a sham and a disgrace to Israel’s God. 

And we may note again at this point that to many modern day people the name Christian has 

become the equivalent of hypocrisy and a disgrace to the name of our God. 

 

Questions for discussion: 

1. Wasn’t it true that the Jews were a preferred people to every other nation? 

2. Shouldn’t Christians be in a better position to understand the needs of the world than anyone 

else? 

3. What is the reason for which the law was given? (see Romans 3:20). 

4. Is the world justified in assuming Christians are hypocritical? How can we separate ourselves 

from this reputation? 
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