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As reported in the Grand Rapids Press, Dr. Henry Holstege, professor of sociology at 

Calvin College, told the fall assembly of the Grand Rapids Council of Churches that we could 

expect a racial war within the next five years if conditions do not change. He cited several 

reasons for this, among them the constant discrimination against the Negro in every walk of life 

and the failure of the non-violent movement, which gave place to the more dangerous violence of 

Stokely Carmichael and others like him. 

This is cricket. We can see the results of the racial discrimination in our country; violence 

is breaking out all over the country as Negroes rise up in revolt. Indeed, a racial war within the 

next five years is quite conceivable if the present trend continues. Dr. Holstege says that 

something must change these conditions; again, we agree that such threats to public safety must 

end. But when Dr. Holstege says that the church can help end racial conflict, our ways must part. 

What can the church do? 

“At the very least” he said, “instill in every parishioner a sense of guilt over the 

past. If he is a Christian and accepts his guilt, there should be repentance and a desire 

to remedy the situation. I think White America is ready to do something about it.” 

Secondly, he emphasized, the church should give its people an organizational 

means to work the change — a social action committee. 

“Open housing is not a partisan political issue, but a moral issue. Why shouldn't 

this be made known on the state and national level? War on poverty is not a political 

issue. Jerry Ford's statement on the war on poverty is wrong. What is needed is a 

Christian Radicalism. 

“I don't know why any man who wants to work shouldn't be put to work,” he said. 

“If industry can't put him to work, the government should. Unemployment and 

starvation are not political issues, nor housing in Grand Rapids.” 

The third way the church can help, Dr. Holstege explained, is to become involved 

in nonviolent action. 

“I’d be willing to pick up a sign and march tomorrow,” he said, “if I thought it 

would work. I don't know if Father Groppi is accomplishing anything in Milwaukee. 

I'd be more impressed if a Polish priest were marching in his Polish neighborhood, 

not outside his parish.” 

The clergyman's responsibility, he concluded, is to call attention to his members 

and then change them. “If he can't change them, who will?” 

So then open housing, war on poverty, unemployment, and starvation are not political, 

but moral issues, and the church must help in solving these problems. And the clergyman's 

responsibility is to change his congregation so that they will help. 

What Dr. Holstege well knows, but chooses to ignore, is the fact that the calling of the 

church is to preach the gospel and to preach the gospel only. It is not a question of CAN the 

church help in solving racial problems, but of MAY the church do it. Absolutely nowhere in 

Scripture can a command to do anything else but preach be found. When Jesus gave the mandate 

of Matthew 28 to His apostles to “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things 

whatsoever I have commanded you,” He did not say, “Go out and win equal opportunity for your 



fellow countrymen; free them from the Roman tyranny!” This would be quite ridiculous. 

I do not know where this philosophy (and I might add, groundless philosophy) originated, 

why it arose, or why it is propounded not only by churches outside the Reformed community, but 

also by those within it. Could it be that this social gospel is an attempt, to make the church 

relevant to today's society and to make the gospel a little more appealing? This is probably the 

kindest I can be to this theory. 

This social gospel would be very acceptable if it were preached by the state. Indeed, these 

would make very fine goals for any government — prosperity for all, equal opportunity for 

minority groups, elimination of racial violence, etc. This would make for a peaceful and 

prosperous state without God. 

But when the church preaches this social gospel under the guise of Biblical truth, and 

when sociology is passed off as theology, then it is time to become aroused. 

Why is this error so important? First, because it weakens and falsifies the true gospel. It is 

quite serious to advocate the preaching of a false gospel, especially when one knows the truth, as 

Dr. Holstege does. 

Secondly, this false social gospel is dangerous because it is taught to the youth of our 

day. Just consider the captive audience that a sociology professor has; it's a perfect opportunity 

to expand upon these ideas. As can be expected, the young people, who have never been taught 

differently, accept the ideas. They then grow up with these ideas and pass them off to their 

children. Because very few, if any, question these false philosophies, they are able to take firm 

hold in the church and are very difficult to root out. 

This is a sad sign of growing apostasy. The young people of today are the church leaders 

of tomorrow; just think what will happen to the church if such a false doctrine is allowed to grow 

and develop. It is a sign of the times, young people! May God give us grace never to be blown 

about by these winds of change and false doctrine! 

 

* * * * * 

INDEX 

Perhaps many of you are wondering how the Beacon Lights index is coming along. It has 

been completed; the stencils have been typed (75 of them) and need only to be mimeographed, 

punched, and bound. This will involve a little time and work, because, having received 

approximately 70 requests, I plan to print 100 copies so that those who have not ordered a copy 

can still get one. I hope to have the project completed by about the first of December, if no 

complications plague it. At any rate, it will come soon. 

The index contains a combined topical and textual index, with instructions and hints as to 

its use, as well as the ground rules of the system of renting issues of Beacon Lights. My thanks to 

the Federation Board, which not only bore the cost of publishing, but also freely gave advice and 

suggestions, all of which I appreciate. The Federation Board hopes that the index will see 

extensive use. Let’s not disappoint them! 
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