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What’s wrong with the world today? More specifically, what’s wrong with this 

generation of Young People? I’m sure we’ve all heard this many times, “We would never have 

thought of doing the things these kids do when we were that age.” I had heard it so many times 

that I stopped listening until suddenly I discovered they were partly right. No one can deny that 

the world we live in today moves at a much faster pace or that the people, young or old, have 

more freedom than ever before. Therein lies part of the reason for this trend. Notice I didn’t say 

excuse, because there is none; I said reason. We are still commanded to live according to God’s 

guide for us, His Word. 

Since I’ve come to know at least in part what it means to be chosen by God, there have 

been many times when it would be much easier if I didn’t have to face another day, knowing I 

couldn’t begin to do what I was commanded. However this is a despairing outlook and my object 

is not to depress you but to tell how wonderful it can be to make a conscious effort to live in 

harmony with our Father’s will. 

What’s wrong with it? This is the question foremost in our minds when we are told we 

cannot participate in or do a particular tiling we would like to do. “No,” say our parents, “you 

must not do those things for they are of the world." 

“Well, what’s wrong with them,” is too often our question. Usually our parents give us 

reasons we have heard many times before and therefore we don’t really listen, or we say, “But 

that doesn’t apply to us. We are not going for the same reason as those of the world. We see all 

of this through a Christian viewpoint.” I surely cannot argue whether one individual really 

believes this, but participation in this way seems near to impossible to me. This is the negative 

attitude. 

It is true that the Bible does not say specifically, in regard to modem entertainment and 

life, that you cannot do this or that. This is my whole point. It does not tell you what is wrong 

with something. On the contrary it emphasizes the positive by telling us how we are to live. 

Proverbs is a book rich in practical texts to be applied to life. How often have we sung Psalter 

No. 322 which is so plainly made for us? 

With God’s Word as your guide to life, then ask not what’s wrong with my doing that, 

but what’s right with it? In what way will it increase my knowledge of God? In what way will it 

strengthen my faith? What will I gain from this experience? Remember, God is with His people 

wherever they are. Would we want God to see us purposely going against His Word? Many of 

these things we would never even want our parents to know or find out about. How much worse 

that God knows. He does you know. 

Lest I sound like a hypocrite or give you the idea that I'm judging, please note; the only 

reason I dare to say this about us is that I am part of today’s youth and know too well what 

happens when a friend say's, “Want to go to the play with me?” Right away I start rationalizing 

the situation to make it okay in my own mind. It takes a while to realize what I’m doing and stop. 

Many times I’m too weak and cannot resist. 

Don’t do this for me or anyone else, but for yourself. The next time you’re faced with a 

situation like this, look for your answer in God’s Word and pray that He will show you the way. 

Ask yourself what’s right with my doing this. If you can answer that question truthfully, I feel 

you will find a peace one cannot describe. 
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