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As everyone has noticed there are great social pressures for church unity today. The 

emphasis is on fellowship from an external point of view with no regard for doctrine or truth. It 

is from this situation that Dr. Lloyd-Jones speaks of the problems and of the proper viewpoint 

with regard to this particular state of affairs. 

In the introduction of this subject the author limits himself to the examination of three 

main questions. They are as follows, “First: What is the nature or the character of true unity? 

Secondly: What is the place of doctrine and belief in this matter of unity? Thirdly: How does 

unity come into being?" These questions are answered very pointedly and thoroughly in the 

course of the elaboration of the two texts which are so constantly in the mouths of the 

ecumenists, namely, John 17:21 and Eph. 4:1-16. 

Because of the fact that the text of Eph. 4 comes in the form of an admonition the author 

spends the greatest amount of elaboration to it. He then shows how this interpretation is 

corroborated by the rest of the New Testament. The last chapter of the book is devoted to the 

author’s conclusions. 

I recommend this book highly because of the exposition of the two texts, as it is good 

reading for all those interested in this problem and desire some good advice. But it should also be 

remembered that there is no really full regard given by the author to the significance of the 

history of a particular congregation or denomination. Also there is his particular conception of 

the preaching of the gospel which gives rise to the following quote found on page 61, “Nothing 

so surely drives the world away from the truth as uncertainty or confusion in the Church with 

respect to the content of her message. 

`“That is undoubtedly the main cause of the present declension in religion. The world will 

not be impressed by a mere coming together in externals while there is central disagreement 

about the fundamentals of the faith. . . . The question the world is still asking is, What is 

Christianity, what is your teaching, have you anything authoritative and powerful to offer us? It 

is interested in this rather than in organizational matters, and rightly so. It is also ready to 

respond to it.” This whole theory is based on the author’s improper exegesis of the word “world” 

in John 17:21. But this is not the whole book.  
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