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Several months have passed since I wrote my last article in the series which currently 

deals with a philosophy of education. In the article which appeared in the May issue of Beacon 

Lights I was writing about the curriculum and stated that I intended to begin a series of articles 

which dealt particularly with the different subjects of the curriculum. 

I begin this ambitious task by writing about the controversial and difficult task of 

teaching Bible. My materials were the basis of a speech which I made for the Secondary 

Mothers’ Circle and are basically the principles which I have written to guide our teachers in 

teaching Bible in our current grade schools. 

* * * * * 

The first chapter that appears in the Course of Study for Christian Schools following a 

general discussion of the philosophy and general objectives of Christian education is a chapter on 

the problem of Bible study in the school. This placement seems to indicate that instruction in the 

facts and the truth of the Bible is of prime importance in the instructional program in the 

Christian school. Its placement as the first subject for study in the day and as the first course to 

be reported on the systematic monthly or six-weeks report to the parent also seems to indicate a 

certain pre-eminence of the subject. We hope that tradition has not been the motivating force that 

has dictated the continued instruction of the truths of the Bible in our Protestant Reformed 

Christian Schools but that a sincere desire to grow in the knowledge of the Scriptures is the 

motivating force of all Bible instruction. 

Even though there have been remarks at Seminars concerning the necessity and 

legitimacy of a separate Bible course in the Protestant Reformed Christian School curriculum, it 

is not the concern of this set of principles to evaluate the pros and cons of such argumentation. 

We submit that it is the concern of this paper to evaluate and elucidate the principles and 

objectives for the separate Bible courses in the curriculum of the Protestant Reformed Christian 

Schools. We realize full well that the primary task of the school is to educate students in those 

subject-areas which parents are not qualified to teach and to educate in such a way that the 

Christian School is not simply a school with the Bible but that Christian principles derived from 

the Word of God permeate all the courses taught in the school. We assume that the Bible has a 

very sacred and legitimate place in the Christian school curriculum and from such a starting 

point we formulate some principles based on the Word of God and the Reformed Confessions 

that should govern the teaching of die Bible in the school. 

It is a fact that principles which govern the instruction of the truth of the Scriptures 

cannot be borrowed from secular teachers, philosophers, or methodologists. (This is done too 

often in the teaching of other courses in the curriculum and results in the destruction of a 

distinctive approach and interpretation.) Secular pedagogues will have nothing to do with the 

instruction of the Word of God. This is nothing but foolishness to them. They may refer to the 

Scriptures as excellent literature but they quickly dispose of any ideas that would suggest that the 

Bible is the inspired Word of God and that it is infallible and authoritative for all men in all 

places and at all times. Such beliefs belong to the hoary past which is enshrouded in the mists of 

superstition and mythology. Modern scientific man believes he has passed through such a period 

of religious superstition and has advanced by degrees in a process of positive thinking to the 

“rock” of scientific truth and objectivity which transcends all such primitive nonsense. Modem 



man holds for true all that has been proved to be true through controlled, objective, scientific 

observation according to his own norms and standards. 

The Protestant Reformed Christian school teacher accepts and holds for true all that is 

contained in the spired Scriptures and is according to the law of God. He says with the author of 

one of our Reformed standards which speaks of the dignity and authority of the Holy Scriptures. 

“We received all these books, and these only, as holy and canonical, for the 

regulation, foundation, and confirmation of our faith: (the 66 books of the Old and 

New Testament, a.l.) believing without any doubt, all things contained in them, 

not so much because the Church receives anti approves them as such but more 

especially because the Holy Ghost witnesseth in our hearts, that they are from 

God, whereof they carry the evidence in themselves. For the "very blind are able 

to perceive that the things foretold in them are fulfilling.”1 

The Protestant Reformed Christian school teacher is also one who believes in God, the 

Father. He believes in the birth of Christ, his suffering, Iris death, resurrection, and ascension. He 

believes in the Holy Ghost as the third person in the divine trinity. He believes all that God has 

promised in the Gospel. 

“What is then necessary for a Christian (teacher, a.l.) to believe? All things 

promised us in the gospel, which the articles of our catholic undoubted Christian 

faith briefly teach us.”2 

This question and answer from the Heidelberg Catechism refers to the twelve articles of 

the Christian faith (the Apostles’ Creed) which are all that God has promised in the Holy Gospel. 

In the Old Testament this promissory aspect is very much in the foreground while in the New 

Testament the promissory note recedes somewhat because the N.T. pronounces the good news 

that all the promises are fulfilled in Christ Jesus. 

A teacher who desires to teach the Word of God must have a thorough acquaintance with 

the whole of God’s Word. God’s Word is a unit and each of its parts cannot be properly 

understood or come to its full and rich meaning unless the teacher has a "thorough, general 

knowledge of the Bible.”3 The teacher must also have an exact knowledge of the facts of the 

lesson to be studied. 

Apart from the academic and intellectual requirements which are requisite in every 

teacher the following are some general spiritual requisites for anyone who presumes to teach the 

Word of God or begins to study the Holy Bible. He must be one who has a mind that is opened to 

know the Scripture and the meaning of Scripture. (Cf. Luke 24:45, Ephesians 1:17, 18, 19.) The 

Christian teacher must be one who is dependent upon the spirit of God and the mind of Christ as 

he seeks to determine the meaning of Scripture and to teach the children of God’s covenant 

concerning the truths of God’s Word. A Christian teacher must pray often for strength. This 

Christian virtue is often neglected as the teacher labors in the strenuous and difficult task of 

teaching the youth of God’s church. 

* * * * * 

1. Confession of Faith, Article V. (Belgic Confession.) 

2. Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day VII, Question and Answer 22. 

3. Course of Study for Christian Schools, p. 39. 
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