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“Were not our hearts burning within us” Luke 24:32  

The time has again come upon us that we study, in a formal sense, the Holy Scriptures in 

your Young People’s Society meetings. Truly, this is a wonderful time of the year for us as 

golden autumn fades into bleak November, and the long wintry cozy evening at the hearth, as 

well as in our well-heated and well-lit church parlors. Above, all it is wonderful to come together 

to live in the warmth of Christian fellowship, and in the enthusiasm which characterizes a fresh 

and new beginning. This is, of course, particularly true in the northern hemisphere "when the 

frost is on the 

pumpkin and the fodder is in the shock"! 

Now the word “enthusiasm” is a very meaningful word. Of course, the meaning of this 

term is often used rather aimlessly and without seeing its rich and full implication. It is basically 

a Greek term. It is derived from the Greek verb "enthousiazoo" which means: possessed by a 

god. It meant among the Greeks to be inspired of the gods. Amongst us it often is used simply as 

a synonym for being excited over something. It is also very important that one notices that the 

verb “enthousiazoo” is really not an active voice, but a passive voice. One cannot enthuse 

himself. That would be like lifting up one’s self by his own bootstraps. 

It is, of course, true that there is a twofold enthusiasm. The one is of the flesh, is natural, 

and the other is of the Spirit and is, therefore, not merely psychological but is spiritual-

psychological. It is the fire of heaven in our soul. The other is really the fire of this world, the 

flickering fire of the natural which is ever growing dim, in the vanity of vanities of this life. 

Therefore, as there is a strong renewing of the human race in every young generation, there is a 

renewal of natural enthusiasm. Youth is enthusiastic in a natural, a purely psychical way. But it 

doesn’t last; its fades and dies like flowers that grow is beauty! 

Since real enthusiasm is Spirit-wrought it is enthusiasm which grows, even when the eye 

is dimmed by age. We see this in the aged Simeon who waited for the redemption of Israel. What 

a joyful enthusiasm is exhibited by this aged saint when he tenderly takes the young child Jesus 

in his arms, and exclaims in joyful praises: 

“Lord, now lettest thou thy servant to depart in peace, according to thy word: for 

my eyes have seen thy salvation which thou hast prepared before the face of all 

people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” Luke 

2:29-32 

This was true enthusiasm. It was not the wild enthusiasm of an infrenzied mob of rebels 

and rioters in the streets — the enthusiasm of world-reformers and revolutionaries as we see in 

our day. Such are the fires of hell, setting on fire the course of nature. No, this was true 

enthusiasm which still glows and burns unto eternity. It is the enthusiasm which only the fire of 

the tongues of the Spirit can cause to bum brightly. 

Such was also the enthusiasm of the two travelers to Emmaus, after Jesus had opened to 

them the meaning of the Scriptures concerning the place of the Cross as the way to glory, and 

after he had been known by them in the breaking of the bread. It is then that they exclaim, 

returning from Jerusalem, “Did not our hearts bum within us, while he talked to us by the way, 

and while he opened to us the Scriptures?” Luke 24:32 

True enthusiasm is wrought in our hearts when we hear the glad-tidings of the gospel. It 



is the joy of the Christ in our hearts, causing them to overflow. It is the enthusiasm of faith and 

love and peace through the Holy Spirit. This enthusiasm we need. And God gives this to us by 

the means of grace. He enthuses us, inspires us by teaching us, correcting us, reproving us, 

placing us under the pedagogy of righteousness, that the man of God be thoroughly furnished 

unto every good work. Hence, it is not basically a question of getting enthused in order to go to 

the meetings of the Society, but rather going there to become enthused by God. Often we go 

dragging our feet, and we leave the meeting lighthearted and uplifted in spirit. We say: were not 

our hearts burning in us when we studied the Scriptures? Having experienced this uplifting, 

inspiring operation of the Spirit in our hearts, we then will be faithful members. Any other 

enthusiasm must needs grow more and more cold and dead. The question is not first of all: what 

did you contribute in the society, but rather what did you take along! 

Now, this is sober business. Gird up the loins of your mind and be sober. Be instant in 

prayer. Don’t say: I can’t get enthused about catechism, church services, and society life. The 

hand of the Lord is not shortened, is it? He is able to inspire us by means of the God-Spirited, 

God-breathed Word. Do you ask Him to inspire you? Then you will surely be heard and receive 

exceedingly much above all that we are able ask. 

Nothing has ever been accomplished without enthusiasm, that is, without the glowing 

conviction: God desires it for me. Don’t dampen the spirits of others; quench not the fires of 

heaven. Pray for enthusiasm in the church of Christ, in our hearts. Read the Beacon Lights with 

enthusiasm. Pray that God may grant this to every contributor. Beseech God in heaven for this 

enthusiasm for the professors in our Seminary, ministers in the congregation, as well as for the 

elders. 

Have an enthusiastic year, young people! 

May your hearts be burning within you with the fire of heaven as you study the 

Scriptures! 
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