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This is a strange book as the author pretends to critically analyze a notorious heretic, yet 

it is our studied opinion that he merely is seeking to proliferate his own notions of the proper 

method of procedure for the Episcopal Church. This pamphlet does not authoritatively denounce 

the Bishop Pike with the Word of Truth, but, unfortunately, the author takes this stance on p. 17: 

“Is the bishop a heretic or not? This is the question which still keeps arising 

and which seems very relevant to many people. I prefer to avoid the epithet, 

which suggests that it is a matter of black and white. It is far more complex than 

that. I would prefer to say that he often expresses views that sound more or less 

heretical. He cannot be accused of heresy in the doctrine of the Holy Trinity when 

he claims that he accepts what it seeks to say while rejecting the formula in which 

it is expressed. I suppose it must be said that his view of the Virgin Birth is 

heretical; but that would be an awkward ground upon which to take a stand, 

because it is perfectly well known that all too many clergymen maintain 

suspended judgment here if not outright skepticism. His view of the Incarnation 

and the Uniqueness of Christ, as I hear it in his speech and read it in his writings, 

seems quite definitely heretical to me. 

But I think his weaknesses and the reasons for faulting him lie in other areas 

than heresy. Prove him or condemn him as a heretic and you have done nothing so 

much as to make him appear a martyr. But to point out the lack of clarity in his 

thinking, the lack of perception in his views, the lack of scholarship in his 

theology, and the lack of discrimination in his values is to deal with him in a way 

that is constructive and effective, I believe.” 

The author’s emasculated Christianity is revealed to a great extent in the above quote, for 

he consigns to oblivion all proper procedure in the church. Heresy must be condemned with 

Scripture and this must of necessity be done in and through the offices of the church. The 

author’s standards of procedure are no different than the U. S. Senate’s dealings with Sen. Dodd. 

In the church we care not for opinions unless they are proven to be in harmony with the 

Scriptures. 

Also the author reveals the fact in the above quote that he follows the crowd and does not 

seek to combat all heresy for the sake of the gospel. The author very evidently wants the same 

goals as the Bishop Pike, cf. pp. 22, 30, but he is not at the same advanced point of development 

in this road of accomplishment as the notorious Bishop. The author still wants to mouth a 

perversion of the gospel connected in name with Orthodox Christianity while the Bishop Pike 

seeing the vision of the World Church obviously “senses” that the gospel and orthodoxy are 

useless for the pursuit of this purpose. 

The only use this pamphlet can serve is to reveal the mind of a modern liberal over 

against the blatant positions of a man such as the Bishop Pike. 
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