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The identity of the elect is laid out for us in the words, “being confident of this very 

thing, that He who hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ" 

(Phil. 1:6). Here is clearly distinguished the regenerated elect from mere professing religionists, 

who have a name that they live but are actually spiritually dead (Rev. 3:1). The Word of God, 

living and operative, divides between the true children of God and the children of the devil. This 

“good work” begun in the Christian is that which distinguishes him from the mere natural man. 

What, then, is that “good work”? It is plainly described to us as the purifying of the heart by faith 

(Acts 15:9), as the love of God poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5), as the 

law of God written upon the fleshly tables of our hearts (Heb. 8:10). Christian assurance is the 

certain knowledge that I am a child of God. This assurance rests on solid ground when there is 

congruence of my character to the character of the elect described everywhere throughout 

Scripture. 

By means of self-examination our assurance may be strengthened. We may examine 

ourselves as metal is tested, whether it be genuine or counterfeit. Are we a vessel made unto 

honor, or merely “a potsherd covered with silver dross” (Prov. 26:23)? We want to be able to 

cancel out the consideration whether we are hypocrites, who are "reprobate silver” (Jer. 6:30). 

We want to be able to say, When He hath tested me, I shall come forth as gold (Job 23:10) or at 

least as sterling (Psalm 66:10). 

We must examine ourselves as a criminal is examined before the bar of justice. For we 

are all criminals. That is the common character of man (Rom. 3:10, 23). Inquest must be made as 

to the particular crimes we have been guilty of, our mouth must be stopped before the tribunal of 

God and the verdict of guilty before God brought in against us (3:19). Court order must be 

obtained for the prosecutor (conscience) to dig into the wall of the heart to search out the secret 

abominations going on behind it. Then get further intelligence of those subversive activities, and 

see more and greater abominations (Ezek. 8:7-13). The examination must be strict, because the 

heart is deceitful above all things, resorts to many dodges, devices, evasions and shifts. Give 

your soul the charge that Joshua as a judge gave to Achan, “Give glory to the God of Israel, and 

make confession unto Him! Tell me, now, what hast thou done? Hide it not from me!” (Joshua 

7:19). 

That deceitful heart must be put under the laser beam of God’s law, searched in every 

nook and cranny and every defilement burned away. Presume not that all is well. “There is a 

great difference between presumption and full assurance. Full assurance is reasonable: it is based 

on solid ground. Presumption takes for granted, and with brazen face pronounces that to be its 

own to which it has no right whatever. Beware, I pray thee, of presuming that thou art saved; but 

if thou merely sayest, ‘I trust in Jesus,’ it doth not save thee . . . presuming that thou art saved! If 

with thy heart thou dost trust in (the triune God through) Jesus, then art thou saved; but if thou 

merely sayest, ‘I trust in Jesus,’ it doth not save thee. If thy heart be renewed, if thou shalt hate 

the things that thou didst once love, and love the things that thou didst once hate; if thou hast 

really repented; if there be a thorough change of mind in thee: if thou be born again, then thou 

hast reason to rejoice: but if there be no vital change, no inward godliness, if there be no love to 

God, no prayer, no work of the Holy Spirit, then thy saying, ‘I am saved,’ is but thine own 

assertion, and it may delude, but it will not deliver thee. Our prayer ought to be, 'Oh that Thou 



wouldest bless me indeed, with real faith, with real salvation, with the trust in Jesus that is the 

essential of faith . . .” (C. H. Spurgeon, Treas. of the O.T., II, 4, paren.: RCH). 

It does take some pains to acquire under the leading of the Spirit blessed assurance. The 

person who is ignorant as to what “prove your own selves” (II Cor. 13:5) means is probably not 

even concerned with the acquiring of assurance. So with those in love with self or taken up with 

life which has no place for God. The life of one who walks in the sphere of God’s precepts, in 

the sphere of the church, in the sphere of the communion of saints, is not appealing to him. He 

could not bring himself to seek his soul’s welfare. That would tend to force himself out of the 

way he much prefers to the other that irks him. Then there are temporal affairs, making a living, 

finding time for recreation, that the plea from the work of self-examination is made, “I pray 

Thee, have me excused” (Luke 14:18). 

Quite obvious it is that the churches in general offer an easy-going religion acceptable to 

the sleepy and slothful. Their evangelists, pastors, tract ministry and radio work reveal that they 

do not believe one quarter of what the Word of God teaches on the total moral impotency of man 

and that this natural condition makes it impossible for him to turn to Christ. They talk about his 

accepting Christ, which cannot be (Job 13:8), but rather God must accept him (Ezek. 43:27), 

which proves that the Cross is not a possibility for man to accept Christ, but the only way that 

God can accept man! 

In this “only believism” of many churches, it is assumed that all they need for assurance 

is to believe that Christ died for them and to rest on John 3:16. Or, for example, they simply rest 

on the bare Word of God at John 5:24, that where the declaration “he that believeth in Him . . . 

hath eternal life” is counted on. Then assurance from that promise may be grasped. But that 

certainly is not all there is to it, as has been shown. Also the marks of “he that believeth” must be 

found evident in the heart and life. The character of the possessor of eternal life must be manifest 

in the one resting on the rock of Scripture. There is more to it when we recall that “the Spirit 

Himself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of God” (Rom. 8:16). The 

implication of “only believism” has the effect of not seeming to know “whether there is any Holy 

Spirit” (Acts 19:2). The putting of my hand to the promises of God as laid down in verbally 

inspired Scripture is not in itself sufficient to produce assurance in me. If all I needed was to rest 

on the rock of the Word, what need would there be for the Spirit and His testimony? or His 

sharing of the secret of the Lord with me? or His showing me His covenant, of His whisper to 

me, “Thou art Mine” (Ps. 25:14; Isa. 43:1)? 

In the complexities of your daily round, in the pressures, trials and frustrations of life, is 

it not at times a matter of annoying uncertainty whether you are a child of God? Does it not take 

no less than the supernatural agency of the Holy Spirit to confirm the fact, in order to leave you 

with a measure of peace? It is an amazing fact, neither of science nor nature but, of grace that 

God is my Father. But the assurance of that fact requires more than one act of faith exerted on 

my part sometime in the (as I get older, dim and dimmer) past. It requires more than a supposed 

stand on the bare Word of God. Millions of superstitious religionists do no more than that today 

when they tenaciously hold to the word of Christ, “This is My body” and are immovable in the 

assumption that the bread of the Lord’s Table is materially changed into Christ’s corporeal body. 

But when the Spirit witnesses to us in this connection, He never bears a testimony conflicting 

with our senses. Therefore the bread, although it signifies much, is and remains bread. 

There is that work of the Spirit which He has begun in me, namely regeneration. That is 

certainly necessary before I can believe or rest on the promises. Then, too, He himself must give 

some authentication of His own work in my heart, such as delight in the law of God according to 



the inward (new) man. The witness of the Spirit with my spirit is therefore not by a dream. Now 

that the Lord has revealed the whole counsel of God in the Scriptures, the turning to a dream, a 

vision or voices for inspiration and guidance would be to by-pass the Spirit, to reject Him. Nor 

does the Spirit carry on His witness by bringing some verse of Scripture to mind. Satan can do 

that (Matt. 4:6). We are rather tired, these days, of Satan quoting Scripture. We wonder how he 

could deceive anyone with such worn-out tactic. Yet it does have the effect of producing in the 

souls of many the emotion of a false peace. The Spirit, however, does what Satan cannot do. He 

sanctifies us by the truth in a holy life. The devil can counterfeit. But he cannot produce real 

holiness. 

What the Spirit does when He bears witness with our spirit is to produce the evidence of 

grace in us to our renewed consciousness. The natural man’s own conscience is “also bearing 

witness” (Rom. 2:15) to what is good and bad. But the conscience of the natural man he is 

incapable of using aright, even in things natural, for he daily defiles his conscience and holds it 

down in unrighteousness. In this case, to “let your conscience be your guide” would mean to do 

what is right in your own eyes, to simply go your own way, regardless of what is right. But the 

desire of the Christian is to “have always a conscience void of offence toward God and men” 

(Acts 24:16). Then we will experience that our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, 

that by the grace of God in simplicity and godly sincerity we have behaved ourselves in the 

world (II Cor. 1:12). 

It is often said that we have assurance that we are children of God for nothing in 

ourselves. It is often pointed out that "in me, that is, in my flesh, there dwelleth no good thing” 

(Rom. 7:18). Yet there is also in me, in my spirit, the work and testimony of die Spirit. Then it is 

not wrong for the Christian to rejoice for something in himself (John 15:7, 11) or produced from 

himself (7:38). Then though “the backslider in heart is filled with his own ways . . . a good man 

shall be satisfied from himself’ (Prov. 14:14). Reject not this thought on the ground that it is of 

the Old Testament, for it is really New Testament thinking, as we read there, "Let every man 

prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another” (Gal. 

6:4). How we have assurance of heart is not merely by taking hold of a promise of God and 

claiming, ‘That applies to me.’ There must be evidence that it applies to me. For example, "Let 

us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth: and in this (Gk.) we know that we 

are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him” (I John 3:18f). Assurance comes not 

merely in the intellectual appropriation of a truth, but by walking in the truth. Then your own 

spirit will testify to you that you are not only called a child of God (3:1), but that you are a child 

of God (3:2)! 
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