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“WHAT MAKES A MAN?” This was the title of an essay turned in by one of our 

Protestant Reformed Youth in one of the existing Christian high schools our young people 

attend. The student received an “A" for his grade with the following comments at the end of the 

essay written by the teacher. Excellent! Good logical reasoning. The opening paragraph, “Does 

one go to bed a particular night as a boy and wake up as a man? Or is the making of a man a 

process of evolving maturity? The latter of course is the case.”  

Certainly we all know that one does not become a man overnight, and I also feel that 

becoming a man is a process of physical, mental and spiritual growth. I feel that the word 

“evolving” could easily have been left out, evidently that word is in common use, but this is a 

minor criticism which one can overlook as long as one does not tie it in with creation or mean 

that in ages to come man will evolve into a perfect creature. Aside from all this the big question 

is — “What does the instructor mean by a man?” I say instructor, and not student because the 

teacher approves of this essay which means that she agrees with it and we can assume that the 

student’s definition of a man runs parallel with hers. Keep in mind this is a Christian teacher. 

The teacher in a Christian School should be thinking of the new man in Christ Jesus in contrast 

to the old man in Adam. “How Does One Become A Christian Man?” should be the title of the 

essay or the student should at least be encouraged to bend all his energies to that goal. 

Paragraph No. 2 — “The two key words associated with a man are mental maturity and 

responsibility. Legally one becomes a man on his 21st birthday and in some cases on his 

eighteenth; but in reality not until he can face life independently and without uncertainty.” 

This the teacher approves since she graded the paper “A” Excellent. Let us see what her 

idea of an ideal man is and what goals students should set for themselves. An ideal man she 

approves as one being 

(1) Mentally mature. 

(2) Responsible (able to fulfill his obligations) to what? — society or God? 

(3) Can face life independently (who on this globe is independent?) 

(4) Can face life without uncertainty. 

Let us analyze this — 

(1) Mentally mature —who is to set the standard for mental maturity. Each mind is 

unique, no two minds are alike. I dare say there are no two persons in the whole world who think 

exactly alike. This one is born with a poor mind, another with an average mind or excellent mind 

while some are mental giants. When do you call a person mentally mature, how do you deal with 

intangibles? What may be considered mental maturity for Mr. Smith the average American 

cannot be considered mental maturity for a Thomas Edison or an Einstein. How silly to even try 

to judge when a mind has reached its maturity when you do not know its capabilities. God’s gifts 

of mental capability vary. 

(2) He is responsible. What in the world does this mean? The dictionary says, “Fit to be 

trusted with the carrying out of a duty or charge, or answerable to the law. To be held 

accountable.” In God’s sight we are all responsible (answerable or accountable to God for our 

sins) but the student says nothing about this. The teacher admits that a man should be fit to be 

trusted with a duty or charge but the student says nothing about his duty to God or his 

responsibility for his sin, and the teacher passes this by with the remark — “Excellent, good 



logical reasoning.” 

(3) A man can face life independently. This almost makes me laugh. From the time of 

our birth when mother changes our dirty diapers, to the moment our friends lower us into the 

grave we are never independent. We are inter-dependent. I depend on the farmer for my food, the 

bricklayer for my house, the doctor and pharmacist for my medicine, the automotive industry for 

my car. I could go on for hours telling you how dependent I am. Placed alone on a deserted 

island for a year and at the end of that time I would probably be dead. I can never in my life time 

reach a point where I can face life independently. I need the love of my wife, my children, my 

friends and most of all my God! I am dependent on them for this. Many who have not 

experienced this love have blown their brains out! Oh — how dependent we are on our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ for redemption and forgiveness of sin and reconciliation with our God! How 

could the teacher let all this pass by? Independence breeds pride, dependence begets humility. 

Would you foster the spirit of pride or that of humility in your son or your daughter? 

(4) A man can face life without uncertainty. If there is one thing in this world that is 

certain it is uncertainty regarding most of life. The certain things are death and taxes. The rest is 

uncertain. As children of God we can be certain of our salvation, certain of the love of God, 

certain of our love for the church, certain of the fellowship of the saints, and all that goes with 

salvation, i.e., spiritual insight, development of wisdom and so forth, but the student says nothing 

about tin's and neither does the teacher. We can be certain about the New Jerusalem whose 

builder and maker is God which shall be eternal in the heavens and which we shall one day 

inhabit, but on this certainty we get nothing but silence. Now I could go on and on. The essay is 

a short one but to analyze its total spiritual blindness and worldliness would take hours. I will 

quote the closing two paragraphs, make a few remarks and then close. 

“Statistics show how many ‘men’ are around today: look at the crime rate, the 

illegitimate birth rate, the rise in broken homes and don’t forget the carnality lists from years of 

war. 

“Something had better be done fast. ‘Man’ had better learn his lesson or maybe someday 

man will destroy himself.” 

Make no mistake the teacher is concerned about this world exclusively. Place this English 

Essay in any public high school and they would go along with it 100%. You can’t even get a 

faint smell of Christianity from its contents. This is a portrait of an ideal man of the world. He 

should be independent, proud, able to fulfill his obligations to society, master of his fate, he can 

face life without uncertainty. He can change things if he only wants to. Notice the last paragraph 

— “Something had better be done fast.” Six, Six, Six is his number, man without God, without 

the Sabbath, without rest and incomplete outside God. Why this article? 

Would you believe it, there are some who say the existing Christian High Schools are 

doing the job all-right. Our children should learn to stand on their own two feet. They do not 

realize that our children receive mostly an emotional attachment to God in the primary grades 

while in the secondary grades their emotion attachment to God is supplemented by an intellectual 

understanding of God and their calling to walk as young men and young women of God in the 

midst of an ungodly world. Only when this training is completed at graduation at the age of 17-

18 or 19 years, wall they be strong enough to stand on their own two feet. To place them at the 

age of 15 in an apostate Christian school, where the school has joined hands with the world and 

then say. “Go ahead, stand on your own two feet is to produce a warped confused Christian, one 

who is confused as to what are the fine points of being a Christian. This will negate to a certain 

degree all the preceding training of the past 9 years. Just think, 9 years of hard devoted, sound 



scriptural training. At the age of fifteen boys and girls begin to think, before this they let the 

parents do the thinking, but at 15 boys and girls will think for themselves. A pattern of thinking 

is being set up which will solidify at the age of 18 or 19 into a permanent pattern. To turn your 

son or daughter over into the hands of teachers who teach a religious system of errors and co-

operation with the world is most unfortunate. We are forced to do this at the present time and a 

gracious and loving God certainly takes this into account, but what will be your answer to God 

when you have it in your power to correct this evil and you do nothing — and even worse than 

that when you oppose the remedy? By the time you read this our drive for our own high school 

will have begun. We already have a good start, let’s finish the job. Dig deep, lay up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven. 
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