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Romans 1:1-25 

 

I. Verses 1-7 — Introduction or Salutation. 

A. Origin of the church at Rome. 

1. The view of Roman Catholicism. 

a. Is there any connection between Rome’s view of this church at Rome and its view 

of the apostle Peter? 

b. How does Rome view Peter’s relation to this church at Rome? 

2. This view of Roman Catholicism impossible. 

a. Is there any mention of Peter in this entire epistle? 

b. Is there any mention of Peter in the Christian greetings in Romans 16? 

c. Is there any mention of Peter in any of Paul’s epistles which he wrote in Rome? 

d. Fact is, there is nothing to indicate that Peter had ever been in Rome. 

3. How to be explained. 

a. Fact is, Scripture nowhere gives us any definite information. 

b. Can you conceive of any possibilities? How about Acts 2:8-11? 

B. Paul’s calling — verses 1-4. 

1. Verse 1. 

a. Describe Paul’s life until he became an apostle. 

b. What is a servant? Why does Paul call himself a “servant of Jesus Christ”? 

c. Describe his calling unto the apostleship — Acts 9:1-25; Gal. 1:11-18. 

2. Paul (verse 1) was “separated unto the gospel of God.” 

a.  In these words we have the central theme of this entire epistle. 

b. Notice what we read of this “gospel of God" in these verses. 

1) First, it is the gospel of God. This expression can mean that God is either the 

object of this gospel or its subject. Or, it can mean both. Why is God its 

Object? Can God ever speak of anything besides Himself? Why? But God is 

surely also the Subject of the gospel. This gospel proceeds from Him. He 

willed it, eternally. He realized it in Christ. He works it in our hearts, now in 

principle and presently forever. 

2) Secondly, what is meant in verse 2? Give examples of this. Why are these Old 

Testament Scriptures called “holy”? Consequently, did Paul preach anything 

new? Could the enemies of the apostle ever rightly accuse him of preaching 

another, new, strange gospel? Incidentally, “holy” means fundamentally to be 

dedicated to God. 

3) Notice what we read in verse 3. Verse 3 should be connected, not with verse 2 

but with the gospel of verse 1. This gospel concerns God’s Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. What do these names signify? Why do we read: “according to the 

flesh”? What does it mean that Christ was "made of the seed of David”? What 

does it mean that He “was made”? Could this also to His being the Son of 

Cod? Trace His lineage. 

4) Notice what we read in verse 4. To be “declared” means to be revealed as 



such to our consciousness. The “Spirit of holiness” we understand to refer to 

God! Who is called "Spirit” as in John 4:24 and Heb. 9:14. According to the 

flesh, the human nature, Christ is of the seed of David. But as the Son of God 

He was revealed to us according to the power of the everlasting Spirit, by His 

resurrection from the dead. Surely, His resurrection from the dead reveals the 

power of the everlasting God. 

3. Hence, Paul’s gospel is complete. 

a. What is the meaning of the word, gospel? 

b. Notice the following. It is the gospel of God. God is its Subject and Origin. God 

sent His Son into our flesh and blood. God raised Him from the dead. The 

resurrection of Christ is the very heart and seal of the gospel, of this glad news. 

Why? What is the connection between this resurrection and the sixth crossword? 

C. Verses 5-6. 

1. Paul received from Christ grace and the apostleship. 

a. Notice that Christ gave these gifts. Christ not only earned everything for us, but 

He also bestows them upon us. 

b. We understand “grace and apostleship” in the sense that the former denotes in 

general the riches we have in Christ, whereas the latter designate one of those 

gifts of grace. Name other gifts of grace. 

2. Paul received this grace and apostleship “for obedience to the faith among all nations, 

for His Name." 

a. Faith must be understood objectively, as the contents of what we believe. We 

often use this word in this sense. We speak, for example, of the articles of our 

faith. 

b.  Obedience to this faith means that this faith is obeyed. 

c.  Paul is called to be an apostle in order that, through his preaching and by God’s 

Spirit, this obedience to the truth may be realized among many nations. Was not 

Paul the apostle to the Gentiles? 

d. And this takes place “for His Name,” in behalf of the name of Christ. Christ’s 

name must be revealed in all its power and grace, and glorified. 

3. In verse 6 we read that also (he believers at Home had been called by Jesus Christ. 

Christ called them, irresistibly, through His Word and by His Spirit, into this faith of 

the gospel. 

D.  Verse 7. 

1. To whom this apostolic greeting is addressed. 

a. To everybody in the city of Rome? 

b. What is the meaning of “beloved of God”? Subjective or objective? To love God 

or to be loved of God? 

c. What does it mean “to be called to be saints”? 

2. The greeting as such. 

a. What is the character of these apostolic greetings? Are they merely the personal 

wishes of a man? 

b. What is this grace? Is grace merely unmerited favour? Or, does it denote the 

fulness of our salvation? 

c. Peace is a gift of grace. What is peace? Why does the apostle single it out? Why is 

it important to have peace with God and with all things? Do we particularly need 

peace, in the midst of our own sin and also as in the midst of the world? 



 

II. Verses 8-17. 

A. In general. 

1. These verses belong together, form a sort of introduction to the chief thought of the 

entire epistle. 

2. This chief thought was already before Paul’s consciousness when he wrote the verses 

1-7, when he spoke of the resurrection of Jesus Christ whereby He was powerfully 

declared to be the Son of God. 

3. But this chief thought he expresses specifically in the verses 16-17. 

4. And in the verses 8-17 he leads us, step by step, to this central thought. 

B. Specifically — notice, now, how the apostle does this (see II, A. 4). 

1. First, a word of appreciation in verse 8. 

a. Here he opens his heart before them. He expresses his great interest in their 

spiritual welfare. At the same time, he indicates that he does not write to them 

because it was necessary for him to point them to evils in their midst. 

b. What does it mean to give thanks? Why was their faith spoken of throughout the 

whole world? Did they suffer for the sake of the gospel? Was their suffering a 

proof of the power of that gospel? And tire apostle adds: "for you all.” Would this 

indicate that this church was still sound? 

2. Secondly, how fervently he carries this church in his heart! — verse 9. What is the 

implication of the expression: “for God is my witness." Is this an oath? What is an 

oath? — see Lord’s Day 37. 

3. Paul’s great desire to come also to Rome — verses 10-15. 

a. Oftentimes Paul had desired to come to Rome, but had been prevented — verse 

13. Prevented by whom? How, we are not told. 

b. Why Paul wanted to come to Rome also — verses 11-13. What does Paul mean in 

verse 11? What is this spiritual gift? Can he impart it? How? Why does he wish to 

impart to them some spiritual gift? What does he mean in verse 12? What is this 

mutual faith? How should this mutual faith comfort them together? Does it 

comfort a child of God to discover his faith to be also in others? What does Paul 

mean toward the end of verse 13? 

4. Paul's consciousness of his responsibility and high calling — verse 14. 

a. What does he mean when he declares himself a debtor? 

b. To whom is he a debtor? What is the distinction between the Greeks and the 

Barbarians? Does the last part of verse 14 throw light on this? Are the Greeks the 

wise and the Barbarians the unwise? 

C. Now Paul comes to the central theme of the epistle — verses 15-17. 

1. He is ready to preach also in Rome — verse 15. 

2. Why is he ready? — verse 16. 

a. His failure to appear in Rome is not due to any fear or hesitancy on his part to 

preach the gospel also in Rome. 

b. He is not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. What does it mean to lie ashamed? Of 

your father or mother or brother or sister in general? Of the gospel? Would it 

mean that whereof you are ashamed does not measure to what you believe it 

should be? What is the gospel reputed to be according to the Scriptures? What 

does it proclaim? 

c. Why is he not ashamed? First, because that gospel is the power of God unto 



salvation. Why is this gospel called the gospel of Christ? How is Christ related to 

this gospel? What is the meaning of the word, “gospel”? What is the meaning of 

this power? Why is it called the “power of God”? And why is it a power “unto 

salvation”? The word, “unto” means that this gospel is adapted unto salvation. 

d. Notice, too, the universality and particular character of this gospel. This is the 

second reason why the apostle is not ashamed of it. It is not limited to any nation. 

Why, then, should he fear to preach it also in Rome? But, it is also particular, 

because it is "to everyone that believeth." Is faith a condition for salvation? What 

would it mean that faith were a condition for salvation? But, would then this 

gospel be the “power of God unto salvation"? And, why is the Jew first? Was he 

first in the Old Testament? Was he first in the apostolic labors as set forth for us 

in the Book of Acts? 

3. Verse 17 confirms verse 16. 

a. What is the meaning of this righteousness? What is the righteousness of God as a 

Divine attribute? What is this righteousness of God as bestowed upon men? Are 

these two related? 

b. What is the meaning of the righteousness of God? Can man ever render himself 

righteous before God? This is God’s righteousness, of God alone. What does this 

mean? When did God conceive of it? How did He realize it in time, in Christ? 

How does He bestow it upon us? 

c. This righteousness of God revealed “from (out) faith to faith.” This revelation is 

spiritual here. It is revealed only in the sphere of faith. Only the believer received 

this wonderful righteousness of God. It can be experienced only in the sphere of 

faith. The unbeliever knows nothing of it. For the just, the righteous shall live 

only be faith. Outside of that faith is death. And death cannot receive or see it. 

Living out of faith the just one receives this revelation of God’s righteousness 

with great joy. 

 

III. Verses 18-23. 

A. Connection between these verses and the preceding suggested by “for” which introduces 

these verses. This connection must always be sought in the first clause of verse 16. 

1. Paul is not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. Why not? 

2. First, and positively, because that gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation. 

3. Secondly, and negatively, because of the hopeless condition of the world, as set forth 

in this chapter, beginning in verse 18. Could the world save itself, why preach this 

gospel? But, that world is hopelessly lost in sin. Only the gospel of Christ can save. 

Why should the apostle be ashamed of it? Only, in chapter 1 Paul describes the 

hopelessness of the heathen world, whereas in chapter 2:1—3:20 he applies this utter 

hopelessness to the Jews or the church world. This means that at the end of Rom. 3:20 

the whole world, Gentile and Jew, lies under Divine condemnation. 

B. Verse 18 — in this verse the apostle sets forth the hopeless misery of men because of the 

wrath of God. 

1. What is the wrath of God? What distinguishes it from our wrath? Is our wrath 

constant? Is it holy? 

2. When is this wrath of God revealed? Does the apostle here refer to a specific moment 

or event in history? Or does he refer to something that goes on throughout all history? 

Why? Is man’s wickedness to be confined to a single period or certain periods, so that 



only then the wrath of God is revealed down from heaven? 

3. What is the meaning of “ungodliness” and “unrighteousness”? What is 

“ungodliness”? It is the opposite of the “fear of God.” It is the spiritual denial of God, 

Who alone is the living God. No fear of God, no faith, no worship, no confessing of 

God, etc. “Unrighteousness” is the actual manifestation of tills ungodliness in all their 

walk (thoughts, words, eye and ear and mouth, with body and soul, mind and will, 

and therefore with all the means at their disposal). Unrighteousness is actual 

transgression of the law of God. 

4. In the rest of this verse the apostle gives a further explanation of this wickedness. We 

read literally: who hold the truth under in unrighteousness. Wilfully man, knowing 

about the truth, suppresses it, tramples it under foot. Explain. 

C. Verses 19-23 — in these verses Paul explains verse 18. 

1. In verse 19 we read of the revelation of God. 

a. We should read; “Because that which is known of God.” We must not read: “that 

which may be known of God.” It is a fact that God is known. 

b. It is “manifest in them.” Not merely “among them,” but “in them.” In their 

consciousness. That which is objectively known of God, through the revelation, is 

plain and is evident in them. 

2. Of this truth the apostle gives a further explanation in verse 20. 

a. What are the “invisible things of Him”? Are they not mentioned later in this 

verse, such as God’s eternal power and Godhead? 

b. God Himself is invisible. Only God can see God. No man can see God and live. If 

we are to know Him, He must reveal Himself, appear in the sphere of that which 

He made, and in such a way that that creature can discern Him in the forms of His 

revelation. What is Revelation? That God speaks to us, in our language, 

concerning Himself. Apply this to the original creation, also to Christ. Is not 

Christ the living God, Who took upon Himself our flesh and blood, and then 

speaks to us in our language concerning the living God? 

c. These invisible things of God. His Divine attributes, are clearly seen from the 

creation of the world. Ever since God made the world, there never was a period in 

which the invisible things of God were not known by man and understood by him 

by means of the things that are made. The apostle speaks of God’s eternal power 

and Godhead. We understand “eternal” to modify both: power and Godhead. How 

does the creature reveal the Creator? Is not the Creator above the creature, 

distinguished from it? Is not the Creator of time Himself above and distinguished 

from time, and therefore eternal? Hence, man’s sin is never ignorance. Did sin 

destroy man’s ability to understand the invisible things of God by the things that 

are made? To be sure, sin deprived man of many of his excellent gifts. But, did 

sin deprive man of his ability to reason and think? 

d. Notice the very last part of verse 20. We must read: “In order that they may be 

without excuse.” This expression does not merely denote result. God, then, did 

not intend this, but it was the result, a result which was not the purpose of the 

Lord. But the expression denotes purpose as well as result. Hence, is God’s 

general revelation “Common Grace”? Did God reveal Himself in order that all 

men should love Him? Is this also the purpose of the revelation of God in Christ? 

However, this part of the text emphatically denies this. 

3. In verses 21-23 the apostle gives a further explanation of the last part of verse 20. 



a. Fact is, that they are without excuse implies that men reveal an attitude of enmity 

and indifference over against the revelation of Cod. 

b. Notice what we read in verse 21. When did the heathen know God? Must this be 

explained organically? Did Cain know about God? Esau? What does it mean that 

they knew Him? They glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful. What 

does this mean? Was it man’s calling to glorify God and to acknowledge Him as 

the Only Good? They became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 

was darkened. They had their own imaginations, developed their own conception 

of God. And God made them vain, completely subject to vanity. And their foolish 

heart was darkened. Is this “foolishness” merely ignorance? Is "folly” merely 

ignorance? Their heart was foolish, wicked. And God made it dark, covered it 

with darkness. This was the operation of the wrath of God. As we will presently 

see, God delivered them up to unbelievable folly. 

c. This deeper and further development in sin came to manifestation, as we read it in 

verses 22-23. This was the fruit of their own imaginations, contemplations, the 

ripening fruit of the thoughts of their heart. They professed themselves to be wise! 

They imagined themselves to have all the answers, to solve all problems! Apply 

this to our world of today, our "Great Society,” etc. They know everything. But 

they become fools. What is true wisdom? Wisdom means to seek the greatest end 

through the best means. Professing themselves to be wise, they hated God! How 

can anyone really be wise and hate God?! How can anyone solve any problem 

without God and or His Christ? Fools they were, and God made them fools. 

d. God actually led them, through their sin, to do unbelievably foolish things. We 

read of this in verse 23. Would Cain ever have thought that frogs and snakes, etc., 

are gods? Is it not apparent that sin is unspeakable folly when the sinner finally 

bows down before birds and creeping things? This is how God shows Himself to 

be the alone living God, when the sinner does such unbelievably foolish things. 

How the Common Grace theory lauds heathendom, extols their art and culture, 

etc.! How different, however, is Scripture’s description of this heathendom in this 

first chapter of Romans! 

 

IV. Verses 24-25 

A. In general. 

1. In these verses and unto the end of this chapter the apostle describes the spiritual 

corruption of the heathen world as the result of the punishing righteousness of God 

and the revelation of the wrath of God down from heaven. 

2. Verse 24 expresses that the reason and ground for what the apostle is about to say 

must be sought in the verses 18-23. 

B. Verse 24. 

1. Notice: God gave them up — this expression denotes a judicial act of God, the only 

and supreme Judge of all the earth. 

a. The expression does not merely mean: to let go, forsake, leave one to one's lot. 

This is generally the pelagian conception. God, then, restrained the sinner, did all 

within His power to hold him back, check him in his sinning. Explain this. See 

also the Three Points of 1924. This view is impossible. Where do we read in the 

entire context of such a restraint of God? Verse 18 speaks of the revelation of 

God’s wrath down from heaven upon all the unrighteousness of man. Hence, no 



restraint. It is exactly because of this wrath of God that the wicked cannot simply 

remain with their foolishness but must develop in sin, the sin of verse 23. After 

all, a person’s ethical life is determined by the god he serves (if my god be a frog, 

I must be below that frog; if my god be an animal, I must do things unheard of 

among the animals). Besides, the word, "gave them up,” denotes a positive 

thought, a judicial act —see Matt. 10:21; Mark 13:12; Acts 2:23; Matt. 17:22, 

24:9, etc. 

b. Hence, this expression denotes a judicial operation of God, the Judge of all the 

earth. 

2. Notice that whereunto God gave them up. 

a. We read: through, or in the lusts of their own hearts. Hence, these evil passions 

were their own lusts. God never forces a man to sin. He always sins willfully. 

b. Nevertheless, God gave them up, in these lusts, unto uncleanness. We have here a 

sovereignly righteous operation of God. God works in and through these lusts to 

plunge the sinner into unbelievable folly, to show that whoever forsakes God 

reaps nothing but folly and misers. 

c. And this uncleanness is further described by Paul in the last part of verse 24. They 

dishonor their own bodies between themselves. How true this is of the sinner! 

And, God works this! 

C. Verse 25. 

1. We can surely sense the holy indignation and righteous anger of the apostle as he 

writes these words. 

2. They changed the truth of God into a lie. And notice that the apostle concludes this 

verse with the solemn Amen. 

3. God is blessed forever. He alone is glorious and worthy of all adoration. 

4. And they have changed the truth of God into a lie. This does not mean that the truth 

itself is changed into a lie. This is impossible. The truth will always stand. But it does 

mean that they have exchanged the lie for the truth. They had the truth. God had 

revealed Himself unto them. But they held it under in unrighteousness, substituted for 

it the lie. 

5. Fact is, they served the creature rather than the Creator—see verse 23. 

6. But God is blessed forever. He is not only now the alone blessed God. But He will be 

blessed forever. And all eternity will speak forever of the folly of sin. 

 

(To be continued in next month’s issue) 
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