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. .”For they verily for a few days chastened us after their pleasure.”  Hebrews 12:10 

 

There are two sides to every story. Thus goes the adage. Many are such common proverbs 

which contain much truth in their very simplicity and homeliness. There are two parts in every 

covenant. Thus we read in the liturgical form for Baptism of infants. And there are two sides to 

the commandment of the Lord, “Children obey your parents in the Lord; for this is just.” Ephe-

sians 6:1. 

Even Jesus spoke to the Pharisees in his day of “doing the one without neglecting the other.” 

In a sinful world this is the very thing which becomes impossible since the very foundations are 

being destroyed. Hence, we have strikes in industry, revolution in the world of nations, rebellion 

against authority, and tyranny on the part of kings! They all prate as being “benefactors” of those 

who are ruled, which in reality they govern with utmost ruthlessness. Above this sanity of 

sanities the world never rises. In the place of judgment there is iniquity. This is sanity and a great 

vexation of spirit. It is one of the evils under the sun concerning which the Preacher speaks. It is 

when a child becomes a king, and a Rehoboam says, “My little finger shall be thicker than my 

father’s loins. And now whereas my father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your 

yoke: my father hath chastised you with whips, but i will chastise you with scorpions.” 1 Kings 

12:10, 11. 

Such conduct on the part of those who rule is a universal evil under the sun. 

Yes, we see this in the home. Sometimes this is even in a Christian home. It is then discipline 

not for the benefit of the child, to correct him in the fear and nurture of the Lord, but simply for 

“their pleasure.” It is not from love, but because the parents are piqued by their child’s conduct, 

and they simply administer chastisement in a fit of resentment. The writer to the Hebrews 

recognizes this cruel fact. No, in the church we do not then start a protest march against parental 

cruelty. We maintain the foundations, remembering that we must bear patiently “since it pleases 

God to rule us” by such parents with weaknesses. We remember that no discipline is far worse 

than bad or imperfect discipline. Thus, we keep the course because we have the guiding star of 

the law of God, and we would come to the haven of rest, and finally arrive at the perfection to 

come. 

This all points up that there is another side to the coin. 

Such is the plain teaching of Scripture. 

This is an evil which besets all who are in authority. Only when the king-priestly function is 

evident in the church do we, in principle, rise above this evil. Then there is a being touched with 

the feeling of the infirmity of the people. This was the prime requisite of a high-priest who must 

“have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he himself also is 

compassed with infirmity.” Hebrews 5:1-3. 

Paul writes to the church at Ephesus, “Ye, fathers, provoke not your children to wrath.” This 

same injunction is also meant for all who are in authority: teachers, kings, minister, elders, 

consistories, Classes and Synods. The danger is not imaginary that the nearer one is to the one 

who errs and is weak, that the more we are “emotionally involved” and, if in any place of riding, 

we punish for “our pleasure.” 

That is the other side of the coin! 



The sad part is that then the chastisement of the "Father of spirits” is absent, which tends to 

salvation and life. Many a stern disciplinarian is a mere brute! The love of Christ is absent, the 

tender compassion of a fellow sinner who is placed in office is lacking. 

It is interesting to hear how this was officially acknowledged and confessed in the 

Westminster Catechism’s instruction on the Fifth Commandment of the Decalogue. After 

articulating carefully what is the honor and respect the inferiors owe to their superiors in 

Questions 127, 128, the Catechism asks the following Questions: 

Q. 129  “What is required of superiors towards their inferiors? 

A. It is required of superiors, according to that power they receive from God, and that 

relation wherein they stand, to love, pray for, and bless their inferiors; to instruct, counsel, and 

admonish them, countenancing, commending, and rewarding such as do well; and 

discountenancing, reproving, and chastising such as do ill; protecting them and providing them 

with all things necessary for soul and body: and by grave, wise, holy and exemplary carrige, to 

procure glory to God, honor to themselves, and so to preserve that authority which God hath put 

upon them.” (Col. 3:19; Titus 2:4; 1 Samuel. 12:23; Job 1:5; I Kings 8:55, 56; Heb. 7:7; Deut. 

6:6; Eph. 6:4; I Peter 3:7; I Peter 2:14; 1 Tim. 5:8; Titus 2:15) 

Q. 130  “What are the sins of superiors? 

A. The sins of superiors are, besides the neglect of the duties required of them, an inordinate 

seeking of themselves, their own glory, ease, profit and pleasure; commanding things unlawful, 

or not in the power of inferiors to perform; counseling, encouraging, or favoring them in that 

which is evil; dissuading, discouraging, or discountenancing them in that which is good; 

correcting them unduly; careless exposing or leaving them to wrong, temptation or danger; 

provoking them to wrath; or any way dishonoring themselves, or lessening their authority, by’ an 

unjust, indiscreet, rigorous or remiss behavior.” (Ezek. 34:2-4; Phil. 2:21; John 5:44; 6:18; Isaiah 

56:10, 11: Deut. 17:17; Daniel 3:4-6: Acts 4:17, 18; I Peter 2:18-20; Gen. 38:11, 26; Deut. 25:3; 

I Kings 12:13-16) 

No, my youthful reader, this is not the only side of the coin; it is the other side of the coin. It 

means that we must do the one without neglecting the other. All error begins as one-sidedness 

and does not take into account the other side of the story. 

Two sides to the coin: those ruling and those who are governed! 

In the world those ruling are tyrannical benefactors. But amongst you it shall not be thus, but 

he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief as he that doth 

serve! Luke 22:26. 

 

Originally Published in 

Vol 27 No 2 April 1967 

 

 


