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In 1966 the world took great strides in the area of space science. Because of these 

spectacular achievements it is now forecast that man will be on the moon before 1969. Man, in 

the eyes of the world, has performed many unbelievable things in space science. He is now doing 

things which were never imagined possible one hundred years ago. Man, it seems, is becoming 

successful in his effort to conquer God’s universe and put all things in his power. However, we 

as Christians know that God directs all things and that He has given man the power to perform 

these feats. All glory, therefore, must go to God, not to man. Let us remember this as we take a 

brief look at the events in space science in 1966. 

The first feat of 1966 occurred in mid February when it was announced that the Russians had 

made a soft landing on the moon. Luna 9, an unmanned vehicle, weighing 220 pounds, was 

successfully put down on the lunar surface without damage to it. It took close-up pictures of the 

lunar surface which proves that the lunar landscape is solid enough for man to land on and that 

there is no layer of dust on the moon. 

On March 2 the Soviets announced that Venus 3 had crashed on the planet Venus, making it 

the first man-made object to strike another planet. 

On March 16 Gemini 8 left the launch pad with Neil Armstrong and David Scott aboard. 

Things went smoothly at first. Gemini made a very successful rendezvous mid docking with its 

target vehicle, Agena 8. However, near the end of the (locking maneuver Gemini-Agena began 

to tumble. Armstrong undocked the vehicles and managed to stop the tumbling of Gemini 8. The 

ground control decided to bring Gemini 8 down as soon as possible. Armstrong and Scott came 

down in the Pacific near Okinawa unharmed. 

In early June the United States launched Surveyor I on its mission to the moon. Surveyor was 

an overwhelming success. It made a soft landing on the moon only a few miles from its intended 

target, and took over 11,000 pictures of the lunar surface. Surveyor survived the lunar night (two 

weeks in a minus 250 degree temperature) and afterwards began operating again. U.S. scientists 

said the operation of Surveyor 1 was spectacular. 

On June 3 Gemini 9 was launched from Cape Kennedy. Astronauts Stafford and Cernan 

encountered many problems throughout the flight. The lift-off had been slated for May 17 but 

trouble developed two times and it had to be postponed. Once they did get up, more problems 

arose. The docking with Agena couldn’t be made because part of the Agena had failed to 

separate. Instead Gemini 9 made three relatively successful rendezvous with Agena although the 

third one used up eleven hours and thirty' extra pounds of fuel. Astronaut Cernan also ran into 

problems in his space walk. He experienced difficulty maneuvering in space and his walk was 

cut short by twenty minutes when his helmet visor became covered with moisture, obscuring his 

vision. The photographs taken by the astronauts were also below expectations. Despite all these 

failures and disappointments, Gemini 9 landed within four miles of the recovery ship U. S. S. 

Wasp, ending the mission in good fashion. 

Gemini 10 was much more successful than Gemini 9. After leaving the earth on July 18. 

astronauts Young and Collins made a successful rendezvous and docking with the Agena target 



vehicle. The Agena shot them to a record altitude of 476 miles before bringing them down to 

their original orbit. Collins opened the hatch and shot some pictures of the stars. Collins later 

made a half-hour space walk and Gemini 10 came down on July 21, less than three miles from 

the recovery ship. 

In mid-August the United States launched Lunar Orbiter 1 which was put into orbit around 

the moon. The orbit was lowered to twenty-five miles above the moon from which it took 

pictures of the moon and of the earth. The pictures were fuzzy due to problems with the camera. 

On September 12 the mission of Gemini 11 began. It was a magnificent success. Conrad and 

Gordon docked with the Agena already in the first orbit. The astronauts took many spectacular 

photographs of the earth and of the space vehicle. They soared to an altitude of 850 miles, setting 

a new record. Richard Gordon’s space walk was rather unsuccessful and had to be cut short. 

Gemini 11 made its re-entry by computers. By the time it splashed down, Gemini 11 had set 

seven new records. 

In mid-November Surveyor 2 was sent to the moon. It was a complete failure. Scientists lost 

control of the vehicle in its flight and it crashed on the moon without taking any pictures. 

In November Lunar Orbiter 2 was sent up and put in a high orbit around the moon. From 

28.5 miles up Lunar Orbiter 2 took an excellent picture of the crater Copernicus. 

The Gemini program was completed in mid November with the fight of Gemini 12. Jim 

Lovell and Ed Aldrin docked with Agena 12 in the third orbit. Aldrin later opened the hatch and 

stood up while he photographed the earth and stars for 2.5 hours. Aldrin also made a 129 minute 

space walk during which he did not experience the difficulties encountered in previous flights. 

With the successes of Gemini behind them, U. S. scientists’ goal is now to put a man on the 

moon in 1968. 

As we have seen, man made spectacular advances in 1966 in his race for the moon. However, 

we as Christians know that this would have been impossible without God’s will and direction. 

While man sees only what he has done, in man’s achievements we see the amazing handiwork of 

God. These things are also of comfort to the church. While man boasts about how great his world 

is, and that it is getting better, we see that this world is becoming more and more corrupt all the 

time. In this we know that the end is near and we are comforted by the fact that Christ will soon 

come to take us into everlasting glory and perfection in heaven. 
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