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Why do we, as young people date? Do we date for fun or do we date with the reason of 

looking into the future? With either reason in mind the questions of who to go with and where to 

go on a date are very important. At this period of our lives we are looking for and meeting the 

person with whom we could very well spend the rest of our lives. They also could be the mother 

or father of our children. Around us we see unhappy marriages that were entered into without 

any thought to the religious background and Christian principles. We would do well to ask the 

Lord for guidance in looking for a mate. 

One very important decision we face as Protestant Reformed Young People is, “May we date 

Christian young people from other denominations?” We might ask ourselves, “May we date him 

(or her) in order to witness?” The answer to this latter question is a simple “no” because this 

would only be rationalizing. There are many other ways to witness than by dating, and 

witnessing is not any easier by candlelight and soft music. We should be constantly witnessing 

by our speech and behavior. 

A question which might also arise is, “As long as I go to our church and school activities, 

what difference does it make whom I date?” But it does make a difference for the danger, then, is 

not in the place you attend as much as it is in the person you are with. We have to face the fact 

that when it comes to dating, some young men and women will use any kind of bait to go out 

with that one certain person. The good date will not want to go to a show, a dance, or anything of 

this nature. 

"I know I am not going to marry him so what does it matter if I go out with him?” is another 

excuse we might hear. You probably don’t intend to marry him now, but are you sure you will 

not in the future? Go out with him once; because he is lots of fun and good-looking, and then you 

may go with him again. First thing you know, you are in love. Then you will make more excuses 

to go out with him, for when the heart pull becomes really strong your cool, calm, good 

judgment seems to stop functioning. Before you realize what really is happening you may be 

married. Before you were married you may have talked a little about whose church to go to, but 

at that time, a subject like that didn’t seem important. You love him and you are married to him, 

but you are not truly happy. Why? Because there is friction in the home. You are living in two 

different worlds and can’t agree on some of the most important things of life. You have children, 

they grow up, and then the question arises of where to send them to school. Send them to our 

own Protestant Reformed Christian School, or to other schools. 

A big question which is bound to arise in any discussion of this nature is, "Suppose there are 

no Protestant Reformed boys or girls to date, then what?” This question is especially prevalent 

for the young women because it seems that they are the ones who push the panic button first. Do 

they try to find someone from other churches? Do they wait for a Protestant Reformed mate to 

call even if it takes many years. (This question itself could make an article. By the way, if 

anyone would like to write on an article on that subject, I am sure the Beacon Lights Staff would 

greatly appreciate it.) Are they taking any steps to help promote a “Protestant Reformed date” by 

taking an active part in all church sponsored functions? Those girls who can wait ultimately 

realize that it is much better and safer to wait than to jump into a hasty marriage which could 

determine the church they will be members of for the rest of their lives. 

To some girls this solution to wait for a Protestant Reformed male is as far out as the Beatles. 

To this kind of girl it is an impossibility to wait. There are also many Protestant Reformed boys 



who just cannot find the right girl for themselves in our own churches. Do they wait? What do 

these people do? 

After they are sure that there exists no mate for them inside our own churches, then should 

they consider a mate outside of our churches? Once they begin to look for a mate outside of our 

churches they must be very careful. If this Protestant Reformed young person wants to get mar-

ried and therefore wants to keep going with this one certain person, he or she will probably not 

talk about religion and important things on the first date. But, these things must come up quickly 

before love enters into the picture and that cool, calm judgment stops functioning. 

Those who already have and those who will enter the Protestant Reformed Churches at the 

time of marriage are not necessarily weak and bad members. Some of these, who grew up in 

another denomination and are now members of our churches put us, who grew up in our own 

churches, to shame because of their spiritual strength. We can be thankful for this. The question 

is how do we know before marriage, whether our mates to be from other churches will be strong 

members or whether they will weaken the whole church. An important talk must come to the 

surface before love emerges. 

The first few dates with anyone should be to get acquainted. The idea of future 

companionship will slowly come to the surface as time goes on. Repeated dating is the only 

thing which should bring up the thought of marriage. One thing which in the future will greatly 

help the Protestant Reformed young people to seek mates from our own churches, is our own 

high school. It is at the high school age where most couples meet each other and it is here where 

they are introduced to movies and other amusements of the world. Our own high school would 

greatly reduce the introduction of these unChristian “habits.” 

Another thing which would aid us Protestant Reformed young people in defending our faith, 

in the high schools and colleges we attend and before the date who is not a member of our 

Churches, is a more thorough acquaintance with and an ability to defend this truth as God has 

given it to our fathers and to us. We must have this acquaintance and ability before our dates, so 

that we can explain the difference between their beliefs and ours (good discussion for our Young 

People Society’s after-recess). We must be able to defend our beliefs for we are the Church of 

tomorrow. We must stand immoveable. If we, as Young people of the Protestant Reformed 

Churches of America, cannot stand, will there exist Protestant Reformed Churches a generation 

from now? 
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