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From the age of the Puritans we have the following statement on Assurance. “Can true 

believers be infallibly assured that they are in the state of grace, and that they shall persevere 

therein unto salvation? Answer: Such as truly believe in Christ, and endeavor to walk in all good 

conscience before Him (I John 2:3), may, without extraordinary revelation, by faith grounded 

upon the truth of God’s promises, and by the Spirit enabling them to discern in themselves those 

graces to which the promises of life are made (l John 3:14, 18, 19, 21, 24; Heb. 5:11, 12), and 

bearing witness with their spirits that they are the children of God (Rom. 8:16), and be infallibly 

assured that they are in the estate of grace and shall persevere therein unto salvation” (I John 

5:13; 11 Tim. 1:12) Westminster Larger Catechism, Q. 80. 

From this twentieth century we have another statement. “Assurance is the believer’s full 

conviction that through the work of Christ alone, received by faith, he is in possession of a 

salvation in which he will be eternally kept. And this assurance rests only upon the Scripture 

promises to him who believes” (Scoffield Reference Bible, note on Jude 1). There is quite a 

difference between the two statements. The products of this age are almost nothing to be 

compared to those of the Puritans and Reformers. The former statement is well balanced and 

rather comprehensive. The latter is meager, and omits the work and witness of the Holy Spirit. 

The Puritan statement has assurance by faith and that on evidence. The Scoffieldian statement 

has assurance by faith without evidence. This may serve to reveal how far this boasted age has 

gone from the truth as held in the age of the Puritans. The Puritan statement is heart-searching 

and flesh-withering. The other statement puffs up and bolsters deceit and delusion. 

Assurance is, specifically, of what? that the true Word of God is infallible and plenarily 

inspired? That is not the meaning. Neither is it assurance that salvation is by grace alone. It is 

rather assurance that I am not a child of the devil, nor a child of Adam, merely, but a child of 

God. This assurance is no mere supposition, or strong wish; it rests on sure evidence supporting 

the reality. It is necessary to be enlightened with the doctrines of Scripture, but also to have the 

realization that the Lord has wrought a supernatural work in you to make you a new creature in 

Christ. Assurance is a knowledge which the Holy Spirit implants in your heart through the Word 

of God, and which teaches you that your faith is not a product of nature or self, but is “the faith 

of God’s elect” (Titus 1:1), that your love for Christ is no sham, but true, and your manner of life 

that of a regenerated person. 

As the Westminster Larger Catechism has it, assurance of the saints is “by the Spirit enabling 

them to discern in themselves those graces to which the promises of life are made.” The 

Westminster, then, insists that the promises are particular. They are made only to faith and every 

saving good. Assurance of everlasting life is ours when the Holy Spirit enables us to discern in 

ourselves those Christian graces. How does He do that? In the introduction to His Sermon on the 

Mount, the Lord gives a description of the character of the elect. They are there described as the 

only class of people who are blessed. Their character is described in such detail that they may be 

identified to us. “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” They are blessed poor because they have come 

to know that “in me, that is, in my flesh, there dwelled) no good thing" (Rom. 7:18). I realize this 

when I believe that I owe the Lord ten thousand talents and have nothing to pay. I am spiritually 

bankrupt. I must come to the Fountain of living waters without money and without price. I come 

to know that first, last and always, I am without strength, as David confessed, “poor and needy” 



(Ps. 86:1). This means that I have been saved from the Laodicean self sufficiency which 

imagines, “I am rich and have need of nothing.” 

“Blessed are they that mourn.” This is the deepened sense of the foregoing, namely, that I am 

a spiritually poverty-stricken pauper in myself and before God. That realization is expressed in 

this text “Blessed.” Happy the mourners! They mourn over their paucity of spirit! They cry, O 

“my leanness! my leanness! woe unto me!” (Isa. 24:16). “I know,” says the Christian, “that I am 

a product of grace, yet I am grieved that there is not the growth in grace or the spiritual fruit 

evident in me that I could desire. I make a wretched return for the love the Lord has shown me. 

When I would do good, evil is present with me. I am a believer, but I see unbelief in myself. I am 

one of those blessed poor, but there are still swellings of pride in me. My sovereign Lord has 

given me divine amnesty, how else would I enjoy peace and reconciliation with him yet there are 

urgings of rebellion in me. A blessed man, yet I still cry, O wretched man! 

“Blessed are the meek.” Meekness is strength in control and yielded up to the service of God. 

It is pliability, but more, heart-melting submission to the will of God. It is the opposite of self-

will. All these beatitudes identifying the elect are opposite to the characteristics pleasing and 

popular to the world. Opulent Laodiceans will not make the poor in spirit to feel at home. The 

cry, “my leanness!" or “O wretched man that I am!” will be scorned by the sophisticated self-

righteous. The meek will never be popular in a self-assertive world. There are “elevated” 

brethren who will look down on us because we are not yet completely “out of Romans 7 and 

living in Romans 8.” According to the Nihilistic philosophy, godliness is both a sign of weakness 

and a naive failure to stand on one's own feet. When then social graces, not saving graces 

become the rage in the world, we become suspicious of it. Civil disobedience (anarchism), not 

evangelical obedience, is the attraction of the hour. When modernists, liberals and other left-

wing extremists, pretend to admire the Sermon on the Mount, they attempt to palm off on us one 

of the most absurd and hypocritical lies we ever heard. 

Consider one more beatitude. “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness 

sake , Blessed are ye when men shall revile you for My sake.” Persecution which comes for 

righteousness sake is antagonism which does not come for wrong doing or for giving offence. It 

comes for holiness and righteousness of life, if men are persecuted because they are morose, 

haughty, slandering, and self-centered, they cannot claim the high status in which this beatitude 

puts truly blessed men. The world hates consistent Christian conduct because it condemns them. 

Especially those you might deem your brethren, but because they are really only worldly, empty 

professors, will breathe their fire at you and belch their sulphuric smoke in your face. You will 

not be surprised at an enmity which stems, deleterious root and branch, from the beginning (Gen. 

3:15). Humility, meekness and righteousness are marks of election openly detested and 

disavowed by the antichristian world. The Lord was saying, “Blessed are the tender lambs at 

which the vicious dogs snap.” 

What a standard by which to judge myself! It deflates my pride, it topples my Ego, and it cuts 

me right down to the dust. Then let everyone genuinely interested in enjoying the comforting 

grace of assurance search his own heart as to whether the marks of these “blessed" are present. 

Do you “mourn” lack of conformity to the image of Christ, the littleness of your faith, the 

coldness of your zeal, the weakness of your love? Are you “meek,” i.e., have you thrown down 

the weapons of your warfare against God and taken Christ’s yoke upon you? Have you yielded 

up your members as instruments of righteousness to God? Have you presented your body a 

living sacrifice to Him? Do you hunger and thirst after righteousness? Do attendance on the 

means of grace and personal study of Scripture reveal such hunger and thirst? Are you 



“merciful?” Do you know the meaning of “I will have mercy and not sacrifice” and of “Mercy 

rejoiceth against judgment”? Are you “pure in heart,” i.e., “casting down imaginations, and every 

high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 

thought to the obedience of Christ”? If not, then you are not “the light of the world" (Matt. 5:14), 

but “great darkness” (6:23)! If not, you may neither profess nor regard yourself as a blessed 

subject of Christ’s kingdom. 

Applying the judgment of this standard, the question is not whether you measure up fully, 

with all this spiritual fruit completely developed. It never is in this life. The question is, are these 

evidences of grace at all present? It is not, are you sinlessly perfect, but is it your desire to be? It 

is not, do you mourn over sin in your members as you ought, but do you know by experience 

anything about the plague of your heart and its desperate wickedness? It is not, are you as meek 

as Moses, or Jesus, but is the principle of the thing implanted in your heart? It is not, have you 

grown in grace remarkably, but do you have grace at all in your soul? That can have no growth 

which has no existence. That is the question on which we must be sure (II Peter 1:10). We do 

this when we search for and find the spiritual evidences “to which the promises of life are made.” 

This assurance is the opposite of carnal security, as well as doubt and unbelief. But as our 

form for the administration of the Lord’s Supper shows, it is not opposite to self-examination. 

We would not want to carry self-examination to such an extreme that we become self-centered, 

too introspective, or “introvert.” But there is a place for personal heart-searching, proving 

yourself, your own faith, testing your motives in the light of Scripture. Are you not interested 

whether “the root of the word is found in you ’ (Job 19:28, Heb.)? The look within is necessary 

because the work of regeneration is the good work God begins “in you.” As outlined above, we 

may determine whether that work has been begun in us. If so, the Lord will perfect it to the day 

of Jesus Christ. 
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