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The challenge of Christian teaching, I wondered, what this vague but impressive phrase 

could mean and to what did it refer. My thoughts slowly drifted back into the past. 

I remembered the face of a classmate, filled with defeat and despair. Her teacher had 

concluded a conference with her with the ego-shattering words, “If that’s the way you feel, then I 

don’t want you in my class anymore. 

And I remembered another face, one shining with confidence and reassurance. This 

classmate had been given a pat on the back by the teacher and had been told, “You sure did a 

good job Friday night. Perhaps it didn’t get much special attention, but I really appreciated it.” 

After I had thought of these two separate incidents, I understood the challenge of Christian 

teaching. 1 realized that those two remarks made, by two different teachers would never be 

forgotten. 1 also realized that each teacher has the opportunity to contribute something 

meaningful to the life of each student. 

Teachers lay the foundations for tomorrow’s generation. Their words and actions today shape 

the character and personality of tomorrow’s society. They have the challenge to establish 

attitudes in the student with which he can meet the problems he will have to face. They have the 

challenge to develop a Christian character with which the student can meet the demands of the 

world. Each teacher helps a student develop mentally, physically, socially, anti spiritually. 

A student is very much like a bud on a young plant. It has, locked within itself, the potential 

to slowly open up and become a beautiful blossom. But before this can happen, the plant must 

be given enough water and the proper amount of sunshine. If, however, the plant is not given 

enough of these elements necessary for life, the bud will cither die or never become fully 

developed. But until this bud blossoms forth, no one can tell just what color or kind of flower 

will emerge. 

Each student has been blessed with some special talent or ability which also has the potential 

to fully develop. It is the duty of each teacher to discover this talent and provide the proper 

instruction for his development. He must guide the student toward ideals and achievement. When 

a student is deprived of that which is necessary, his abilities will never be brought out or will 

remain half-hidden for life. 

Students must receive from their education knowledge which will make them able to gain a 

living and satisfactorily meet life. They must be taught the correct attitudes toward self, others, 

and the world. 

But above all, they must be taught that there are higher goals to strive for other than good 

marks or social prestige. The final purpose of Christian education is to guide and direct students 

so that they will learn to appreciate the duties and responsibilities of a Christian. Teachers must 

instruct students so that they will be prepared for a life which is lived to the glory of God. 

This is the challenge of Christian teaching. With the present shortage of teachers, this 

challenge becomes continually greater. It speaks so loudly that it cannot and must not be ignored. 

It speaks so loudly that no one can fail to hear it. Today there are many hundreds of children and 



teenagers who want someone to teach them, someone who understands and cares. What greater 

challenge is there? 
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