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Article 1 in a Series on the Attributes of God 
 

Shortly before that great hour in which our Savior paid the full price for our redemption 

from sin, He prayed. In His prayer, He said that the Father had given Him power to give eternal 

life to His people. And what exactly is eternal life? Our Savior did not define it in terms of 

living, singing, praising God, and having great joy for a length of time that has no end. Rather, 

Christ said in John 17:3, “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” Knowledge of God in the way of knowing Christ—that 

is eternal life. The songs of praise and joy flow out of that knowledge. 

Do you know God? The first knowledge that a newly born child of God has is that of 

recognizing the voice of Christ. Just as sheep recognize the voice of a shepherd, baby animals 

recognize the voice of their parents, and a newborn child recognizes the voice of its mother and 

father, so the child of God recognizes the voice of God. This knowledge is a wonder. This 

knowledge comes only from God making us His very own children. This elementary yet 

profound knowledge is a work of God in the heart and is necessary and sufficient for salvation. 

As our bodies and minds develop, so our knowledge of God must develop. God demands 

this and it is in accord with the way in which He has created us. God gives us this earthly life 

with all of our abilities and experiences so that our knowledge of God will grow and our eternal 

life be more fully realized. 

Before we can know anything meaningful about God, we need to understand that God is 

our Heavenly Father. He is not our mother, brother, sister, or unrelated friend. He is not a genie 

holding all power and looking to give it to those who ask for it. He is not and never was a 

ruthless taskmaster. He was a Father to the Old Testament saints and He is a Father to us now. 

This God, our Father, the One who will have His children seated round about His table in 

covenant fellowship is Jehovah. “Jehovah” is the name by which God sets Himself apart from 

every notion of the gods that have been invented by men. It is the name by which God reveals 

who and what He really is. God had revealed this name to His people already in Genesis 2:4, and 

as God was preparing Moses to lead His people from Egypt, He revealed what the name 

“Jehovah” meant. The meaning seems strange to us, but we must expect amazing and profound 

things too deep for us to fathom. We read in Exodus 3:14 “And God said unto Moses, I AM 

THAT I AM: and He said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me 

unto you.” 

In an attempt to explain the name I AM, our language reaches merely to the depth of 

saying, Jehovah is the One that was not made by someone else, He does not depend on anyone 

else, and He has everything that He needs within Himself. Reverend Herman Hoeksema put it 

this way, “He is of and in and through Himself, has the eternal ground and fountain of His Being 

within Himself, is not caused by or dependent on any being outside of Himself, and is, therefore, 

the absolute, pure Being, Who is also perfectly Self-sufficient, and has no need of any being 

outside of Himself” (Reformed Dogmatics, 69). 

What a comfort it is to know that our Father is Jehovah! We are given a limited picture of 

the name “Jehovah” in earthly fathers as well. A little child sees his father as one who is self-



sufficient and without beginning. When a child comes into the world, his father is one who is 

there from the beginning. He seems to be dependent upon no one and can care for all of his own 

needs. Gradually the child comes to see that this concept does not really hold for his earthly 

father, but belongs only to his heavenly Father. 

The picture that God gives to us in earthly fathers may give our young minds the seed for 

the concept, but God builds and deepens that knowledge with His Word. As children we learn 

what it means that our Father is Jehovah when we listen to the instruction of godly parents, 

teachers, elders, and pastors. When we learn to read, we can read the truths directly from the 

Word as well as the truths as explained by those who have gone before us. By the power of the 

Holy Spirit, that knowledge becomes a part of who we are and we begin to live that blessed 

eternal life. 

Let us look at a few sentences from God’s Word in which He further explains what 

“Jehovah” means. We learn that God does have life in Himself: “For as the Father hath life in 

himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself” John 5:26. We read that nobody and 

nothing makes God do anything. He does what He pleases: “Who hath directed the Spirit of the 

Lord, or being his counsellor hath taught him?” Isaiah 40:13. “For who hath known the mind of 

the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be 

recompensed unto him again? For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom 

be glory forever. Amen” (Rom. 11:34-36). “The counsel of the Lord standeth forever, the 

thoughts of his heart to all generations” Psalm 33:11. “Declaring the end from the beginning, and 

from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do 

all my pleasure” Isaiah 46:10. “Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed 

anything, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things” (Acts 17:25). “Having 

predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good 

pleasure of his will” (Eph. 1:5). “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 

predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his 

own will” (Eph. 1:11). These are but a few of the sentences, there are many more. 

In whom do you believe? The Apostle’s Creed, and in this creed the true church of Christ 

answers: “I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.” I believe in the 

One Who has made me His child. I believe in the One Who said that His name is Jehovah, and 

this name means that He is Almighty. He has made the heavens and the earth and therefore so 

rules all creation in sovereign power that everything that happens, happens according to His 

sovereign will. The amazing comfort that we have from the truth that our Father is Jehovah is 

explained by the Heidelberg Catechism in Lord’s Day 9 and 10. Since this God is my Father, I 

can be assured that He works all things for my salvation. 

Knowing the truth “my Heavenly Father is Jehovah” is eternal life. We cannot know this 

truth apart from Christ. As we noted at the beginning, Jesus Christ is the One Who gives that 

knowledge. He gives it by regenerating the heart. He then speaks to that heart and the child of 

God hears and knows that it is his heavenly Father that is speaking. In that speech, God reveals 

what it means to have God as our Father by revealing His work of salvation in Christ. 

In the next issue, the Lord willing, we will consider the oneness of our Father. 
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